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THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett) took the Chair at 2.15 pmo, and read prayers.

PETITION DAYLIGHT SAVING
Opposition

MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [2.17 pm]: I present the following petition -
To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.

We the undersigned request the Government of Western Australia to respect the
wishes of the people of Western Australia regarding daylight saving. These wishes
have been twice expressed by way of Referenda held on 8th March, 1975 and 7 April.
1984.

In both of these Referenda the people of Western Australia soundly rejected daylight
saving and we again reaffirm that rejection by signing this petition.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

The petition bears 78 signatures and I certify that it conforns to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 42.]

A similar petition was presented by Mr& Wiese (120 signatures).

(See petition No 43.]

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION AND AUDIT ACT
Annual Reports Tabling - Extension of Time

THE SPEAKER (Mr Bamnett): I have been informed of the following Ministerial approval
for an extension of time for the presentation of annual reports in accordance with the
Financial Administration and Audit Act -

The Minister for Agriculture -

Carnarvon Banana Industry Compensation Committee.
Emuit Growing Industry Trust Fund Committee.

Potato Growing Industry Trust Fund Advisory Committee.

I table the relevant correspondence.

ESee papers Nos 406-408.]

GUARDIANSHIP AND ADMINISTRATION BILL

Message - Appropriations

Message from the Lieutenant Governor and Administrator received and read recommending
appropriations for the purposes of the Bill.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION

Council Personnel
Message from the Council received and read notifying the personnel of sessional commuittees
appointed by that House.
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SELECT COMMITTEE
Parole - Appointment

Message from the Council received and read notifying the appointment of a Select
Commnittee to inquire into and report on parole.

LOAN BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the House), and read a first time.

PAY-ROLL TAX AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR PEARCE (Armadale - Leader of the House) [2.25 pm]: On behalf of the Treasurer, I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The purpose of this Bill is to implement measures announced in the Budget speech and is
complementary to the proposed changes contained in the Pay-roll Tax Assessment
Amendment Bill. The effect of both B ills is a small increase in payroUl tax liabilities for most
taxpayers as a consequence of a lift in each of the payroll tax rates and a reduction in dhe
maximum payroll threshold. However, up to 100 employers who would otherwise have
become liable for payroll tax in 1989-90 will be exempted as a consequence of an increase in
the minimnunm payroll threshold. In addition, an estimated 100 to 150 employers will benefit
from the Government's initiative to phase in the maximum payroll tax rate.

It is proposed to increase the 3.75 per cent. 4.75 per cent and 5.75 per cent payroll tax rates to
3.95 per cent, 4.95 per cent and six per cent respectively. At the same time, the maximum
payroll threshold will be reduced from $2. 124 million to $2 million. The revenue benefit of
these measures is estimated to be $13 million in 1989-90 and $22.5 million in a full year.
The exemption payroll threshold is proposed to be increased from $295 000 to $300 000 and
the threshold at which the new 3.95 per cent rate becomes fully phased in will increase from
$1.18 million to $1.2 million. The new maximum rate of six per cent will be phased in over
the payroll value range $2 million to $2.5 million. The cost of these concessions is estimated
to be $1 million in 1989-90 and $1.9 million in a full year. All these measures are proposed
to operate from 1 November 1989.
I commend the Binl to the House.

Debate adjoumned, on motion by Mr Court (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

PAY-ROLL TAX ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR PEARCE (Armadale - Leader of the House) (2.27 pm]: On behalf of the Treasurer, I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Together with the complementary proposals in the Pay-roil Tax Amendment Bill, the purpose
of this Bill is to implement measures announced in the Budget speech. Up to 100 employers
who would otherwise have become liable for payroll tax in 1989-90 will be relieved from that
liability as a result of an increase in the payroll exemption level from 5295 000 to $300 000.
The statutory weekly wage level at which point an employer is liable to register will increase
from $5 670 to $5 770. A corsponding increase in the current $1.18 million payroll
threshold to $1.2 million will reduce the payroll tax liability below that which would apply
under the existing thresholds for some 40 per cent of taxpayers. These measures are to apply
from 1 November 1989.
I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Court (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).
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FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS DUTY AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR PEARCE (Armadale - Leader of the House) [2.29 pm]: On behalf of the Treasurer, I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
As announced in the Budget speech it is proposed to increase the general rate of financial
institutions duty from the current 20 per $100 to 3.5o per $100. This will be the first increase
in the raze since financial institutions duty was introduced. Western Australia's new rate will
still be below the 4g per $100 raze applicable in South Australia and Tasmania and only 0.50
above the 30 per $100 rate applicable in New South Wales and Victoria. Financial
institutions duty is applied broadly at a very low rate and even with the increase the impact
on taxpayers will be minor. The existing exemptions applying to the direct crediting of a
range of pensions and benefits will continue together with exemptions for organtisations such
as hospitals, schools and charities. The increase will apply from 1 November 1989 and is
estimated to raise additional revenue of $14 million in 1989-90 and $25 million in a full year.
I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Court (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

BUSINESS FRANCHISE (TOBACCO) AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR PEARCE (Armadale - Leader of the House) [2.30 pm]: I move, on behalf of the
Treasurer -

That the eml be now read a second time.
The purpose of this Bill is to implement measures announced in the Budget speech. The Bill
further underlines the Government's commitment to take positive steps to reduce the heavy
social and economic cost of smoking on the community and the State's health and hospital
system. Thbe Government is already spending an estimated $112 million annually on the
treatment of smoking-related disorders, a figure that is forecast to increase to $146 million
within four years. It is considered fully justifiable and fair that the consumers of tobacco
should make an appropriate contribution to State revenues to offset these costs.
It is proposed to increase the turnover component of the tobacco franchise licence fee from
the current 35 per cent to 50 per cent in line with the rate already applying in Tasmania. The
bimonthly licence fee payable by tobacco wholesalers for the January-February licence
period will comprise 35 per cent of the value of sales during October, plus 50 per cent of the
value of sales during November. Thereafter, the fee will be 50 per cent of the value of sales.
It is expected that the increase will add around 30gt to the cost of a packet of cigarettes as
from I November 1989.
The revenue benefit of this measure, after allowing for some reduced consumption, is
estimated to be $16.5 million in 1989-90 and $28.5 million in a full year. A portion of the
additional revenue, somec $5 million in 1989-90, and $9 million in each of the subsequent
four years - in total more than $40 million - will be applied to fund the Western Australian
Health Promotion Foundation. Significantly, this is additional to the $2 million annual
allocation to die Quit campaign. The foundation will be involved in buying out existing
tobacco sponsorship of sports and the arts, funding low profile youth oriented sports activities
and health promotion campaigns, and funding smoking and other health related research.
I commend the eml to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Court (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) DILL
Second Reading - Budget Debate

Debate resumed from 7 September.
MR COURT (Nedlands - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.34 pm]: I start my Budget

2195



2196 [ASSEMLY]

address today on a sad note. The Leader of the Opposition, Hon Barry Macinnon, is this
afternoon attending die funeral of his wife's father, Mr Arthur Dunstan. We in the Liberal
Party would like to pass on our condolences to Pamn and Barry, to Mrs Laurie Dunstan, and to
her children.

I amn sure that many members would know Mr Dunstan well.- He enjoyed a unique position
in the hotel industry. He camne from a family of hoteliers. and brought great credibility to the
hotel industry during his term as president of the Australian Hotels Association. He made a
tremendous contribution during his period on the Liquor Licensing Court because he had
tremendous integrity, was extremely approachable, and, above all else, had good sense.
Arthur was an institution within the hotel industry, and was also a very generous person in
the wider community, He will be greatly missed.

I want now to move on to a happier note and make a few comments about the inauguration
today of the liquid natural gas phase of the North West Shelf project on the Burrup Peninsula.
I believe that we should not let today's sitting of Parliament pass without making some
comment about this wonderful achievement. It was a great thrill to me to be able to attend
the official launching of this project at the Sheraton Hotel-, but it was disappointing that,
because of the airline dispute, the opening could not take place in the Pilbara, where it should
have taken place.-

It is a milestone for this State that we are today celebrating the opening of the largest resource
project this country has ever seen, where billions of dollars have been invested, and where
plant and equipment has been constructed all over the world, with the majority having been
constructed within Australia, and brought to die north of this State. Tens of thousands of
people have benefited directly and indirectly from the employment opportunities which this
project has provided within Western Australia, and it will now provide permanent jobs and a
higher standard of living for many Western Australians.

This is a day when we must give credit where credit is due. We must give credit, first, to the
many thousands of people in the north of the State, in the metropolitan area, and in other
parts of Australia, who did a tremendous job in completing this project on time and within
budget. It is also to their credit that they were able to achieve this huge project with such a
good safety record, and it demonstrates that we in Australia are capable of putting together a
project of this magnitude. The Prime Minister said today that even though this project does
not make the Snowy Mountains Scheme pale into insignificance, it certainly overshadows it.
[ believe many people in Australia appreciate what has taken place and the huge amount of
money which has been spent. We must thank those people who have invested in the project
for the huge risk they have taken over many years before seeing a return for their
expenditure. We must also thank the Japanese, who will be buying the end product, and we
are grateful that we have been able to manry their demands with what we are able to supply.

This project has resulted from the endeavours of people wit vision and the courage to see it
through. Last night [ met Mr Geoff Donaldson, who headed the small Australian company
which put together the initial concept. He had the vision to bring together a group of
international joint venture partners to undertake this multimillion dollar project. Some $4
million a day was poured into our economy during the construction stage of the project, and
the members of this Government and the previous Government were extremely grateful for
having had such a large resource development project under way in this State to provide
employment for Western Australians. This project will now supply an energy source, gas,
which is regarded as being environmentally clean; and it will make possible an assured
supply of gas for industrial and domestic users in the south of the State. I shudder to think
what would be the situation if we did not have that supply of that gas at hand. It staggered
me to learn, during a recent briefing with the State Energy Commission, about the
tremendous growth which is occurring in this State's projected demand for gas, and if we did
not have that pipeline coming down from the north we would certainly not have had the
tremendous industrial expansion which companies like Alcoa have been able to achieve.

Equally important for this country, we have here a project which will provide a huge amount
of much needed export income to reverse this nation's current terrible trade imbalance. It is
only proper to mention that some of my colleagues in this House today - in particular the
member for Floreax, who was a Minister directly involved at the tine - had to make some
extremely difficult decisions- A certain amount of risk was involved. One thing which was
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apparent today was the integrity, mutual respect and cooperation shared by all those
involved - the. Japanese, the different partners and the Woodside people themselves - in
designing and building this great project.
This is not a day for point scoring. I realise that the Premier and the Deputy Premier are still
at the official function for that launching.
Mr Pearce: You will refrain from point scoring?
Mr COURT: I shall refrain from point scoring, but I wish to say -

Mr Pearce: Just one little point!
Several members interjected.
Mr Want: There is a difference between point scoring and telling the facts.
Mr COURT: The Liberal Party is extremely proud of the fact that this project was started
more than 20 years ago. In 1963 the first permits were let for that exploration. Even the
Leader of the House would accept the fact that the Liberal Government had to make some
major decisions to get the project off the pround. At the official opening today it was great to
hear the Premier saying all the right things. I predicted that he would, and 1 am glad that he
did. However, on 6PR this morning and on the ABC yesterday, while he agreed it was a
great project, he could not resist adding, "except the domestic phase that the Liberal Party
organised was a problem."
Mr Pearce: It was a problem.
Several members interjected.
Mr Troy: Was that not a weakness?
Mr COURT: No, it was a strength. At the opening today it was made very clear that without
the domestic phase this project would never have got off the ground. At the State Energy
Commission last week we were told that the gas under that take-or-pay contract bad already
been paid for. Only four years after the first gas began to flow down the pipeline, we axe now
consuming above the level provided for in the take-or-pay contract. Members opposite
should listen to this. In the next few years some of the gas coming down that pipeline will
have already been paid for; it has not been squandered. We will be using that gas and selling
it without havingl'o pay for it.
Mr Pearce: Under the original contracts we would have been paying for it again.
Mr COURT: That was never the case. Members opposite are still trying to knock it. This is
the greatest resource project this country has ever seen, and members opposite still do not
have the decency to admit that we were right. This is a very proud day. The only sadness is
the cloud hanging over this State in relation to the resource project the Government tried to
get off the ground. The one factor clouding this great achievement today is the fact that this
Government has become involved in a project which is full of deceit and which is a disgrace
to this State - the petrochemical project. I want to concentrate today on the petrochemical
project and the role that SECWA has played in this project. I ask the attendants to hand to
members opposite this document, which spells out the Government's involvement in this
project.
The SPEAKER: Order! Does the member think it might be appropriate to give some
consideration to asking me whether it might be proper to distribute those documents?
Perhaps he could run one by me to see if it is appropriate.
Mr COURT: With your indulgence, Mr Speaker, I want to hand out a document,
Mr SPEAKER: I am a little worried about what it might contain.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member may continue.
Mr COURT: It is called the ABC of the petrochemical project, and will help members
opposite to understand just what their senor Ministers have let them into. It is a simplified
version, because it is about time members opposite understood what has been going on this
State. The first page of this document explains the final deal that this Government has got
itself involved in. In the final arrangements, SEC WA was always going to be paid in full for
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the gas and electricity for this project, but if Petrochemical Industries Ltd was unable to meet
its payments to SECWA -

Point of Order
Mr PEARCE: May I inquire as to the status of this document? It appears to be some kind of
political pamphlet. Does this have the status of a tabled document, or is it n right for
members to distribute this type of pamphlet in the House? What is the basis of this amazing
piece of hyperbole?
Mr SPEAKER: This document has the same status as any document which has been passed
around the Chamber. It does not attact to itself any privilege whatsoever.

Debate Resumed
Mr COURT: I shall explain to members opposite what this Government has got us involved
in. If the petrochemical project did not have a cash flow which made it possible for it to pay
its SEC WA bill, the shortfall in the price of gas and electricity would have been picked up by
WA Government Holdings Ltd. SECWA was always to be paid in full. Even when the price
of gas and electricity went down to zero, if PIL still did not have sufficient money to pay for
other expenses, including full debt repayments for the project, WA Government Holdings Ltd
was again to pick up the shortfall. In other words, the State Energy Commidssion was always
paid in full. Mr Speaker, you might recall that the Deputy Premier very proudly said, 'We
were wrong in April when we said that SEC WA possibly would not get paid anything for its
gas." I will come to that in a minute, as I explain some of the history that has taken place in
relation to SEC WA.
Members opposite must understand this: The basic formiula was that the revenue from the
project, less all the operating expenses, including the full debt repayment over a period of
approximately 10 years. resulted in a cash flow plus or minus. So whenever the project could
not pay its electricity and gas bills the Goverrnent picked up the shortfall, and if it could not
pay the debt repayments on the project as a whole WA Government Holdings Ltd again
picked up the shortfall. The Government has been telling us all along that there were no
guarantees, but that is the biggest guarantee members will ever find. Members should note in
relation to the pricing component that the final one which the Government tabled in another
place contained Consumer Price Index adjustments each year and that agreement was signed
just prior to the election.
In sunmmary, the deal which was finally put in place was that WAGH picked up all of the
shortfalls - the debt repayments in full for approximately 10 years - so even if the price of
vinyl chloride monomer collapsed and they had an appalling revenue flow coming in, the
Governent would still pick up the shortfall. So Mr Bond had a fantastic deal. There was no
risk in this project for him, and he also had an arrangement whereby he could buy the
Government's share, if he wanted to, at a later stage. Therefore we ask the question: Why
was the Government so keen to enter this deal? The answer is quite simple: It wanted to get
rid of that embarrassment of the $150 million guarantee to Rothwelis Ltd which it had in
place, and that should have been on the bottom of the front page.
That is the final deal. I want to go through some of the history so that members opposite
know what their senior Cabinet Ministers put them into. I would be very interested to know
whether the Government's party meeting or even its Cabinet was ever told about the
discussions that took place.
Mr Pearce: Your only version of the events has come from Bond Corporation.
Mr COURT: No, it has not, If the Leader of the House rook the time and effort that we have
taken to analyse the answers to our questions, to follow the debates in this House and in
another place, and to follow all of the Press cuntings that have come out he would have been
able to put this simple document together too.
Mr Pearce: You are giving Bond Corporation's version of events in order to influence court
actions. That is the simple truth. You are here like a lawyer for Bond Corporation.
Mr COURT: We went down to SECWA for a briefing, for example. We had the Minister
for Fuel and Energy sit in on the nieetinjgs. All those meetings helped give us information
about what has been going on. Now we will start telling a bit of the truth about what has
been going on.
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Mr Kobelke: It would be a nice change.
Mr Kierath: We agree with that.
Mr COURT: I am pleased that the member says it is a nice change that the truth will now be
told about this project.
Mr Pearce: You move your mouth and Bond Corporation speaks.
Mr COURT: About two years ago Mr Dempster, who was putting the petrochemical project
together, approached die State Energy Commission. He wanted a large guarantee of some
$100 million for this project, but that idea was rejected. Then Mr Connell became involved
in the negotiations and they put up a number of propositions, including one that the
Government take a 10 per cent equity in the project in return for providing financial
assistance. At one stage during negotiations the SEC offered substantial subordinated loans
to the project.
Mr Pearce: What is your authority for making that claim? What is the evidence?
Mr COURT: I am saying that if die Leader of the House is denying that was the case, we
were told that there was a dispute within the SEC as to whether or not that had the proper
authorisation.
Mr Pearce: What is your evidence for that claim? You have no evidence except that you
have been told by Bond Corporation.
Mr COURT: The Leader of the House should be quiet - I am making my speech on the
Budget.
Mr Pearce: You are making substantial allegations and you have not given any evidence for
them.
Mr Lewis: Dry up for a minute. Listen and you might learn something.
Mr Pearce: It is fair enough to ask for the evidence.
Mr COURT: On 3 June 1988 - and this is very important, because Premier Dowding, Deputy
Premier Parker and Minister Grill were directly involved in negotiations which linked the
State Government Insurance Commission-Bell deal with the petrochemical project under
direction from the National Companies and Securities Commission - the Bond people made a
bid for the minority Bell shareholders. The House will recall that it has also been disclosed
that at that time die Governmzent talked Bond into pumping an additional $ 100 million, into
Rothwells Ltd and the Government received an indemnity against the loss for the SGIC
shareholding to Bell. This $100 million which was put into Rodiwells was secured by
Cannel's petrochemical interest. On the same day Minister Grill, who was then - my
memory would have to be refreshed but I think he was Minister for Agriculture -

Mr Pearce: Doesn't that show in the Bond Corporation documnent?
Mr COURT: That is a stupid thing for the Leader of the House to say. If he took the time to
read the NCSC report he could get all of this information from there. He does not want to*
know. A lot of people have talked about this project - it is extremely well documented.
Mr Pearce: So what you are saying is what is in the NCSC report?
Mr COURT: I will add a few things because the Government will not tell the whole story so
the public of Western Australia must rely on the Opposition to do that for them.
Mr Pearce: Where is the evidence for the few things you will add?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: On the same day a letter of assurance was given by the Government. This is
the letter of assurance that we have been asking the Minister to table and he keeps saying, I1
cannot recall what letter it was." He says, "You tell me what day it was." We are telling him:
It was 3 June; so now he might be able to table that and subsequent letters that were written
on that day.
Mr Pearce: Perhaps you could table it. You are miuig the allegation; you should have
some evidence.
Mr COURT: I cannot table the letter because I do not have it.
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Mr Pearce: Then how do you know it was signed on 3 June?
Mr COURT: Aha!
Mr Pearce: What is the evidence for that claim?
Mr COURT: We are giving the Government so much evidence that it does not know what to
do with it all.
Mr Pearce: You are not giving us evidence, just allegations.
Mr COURT: No, I tell the Leader of the House that these are all facts that are coming out.
Mr Pearce: Then where is the evidence for those facts?
Mr COURT: I must move on because I have only limited time. On 3 July 1988 the
Government entered into a First Memorandum of Fundamental Principles on this project. I
do not know whether it has been tabled, and I will check that.
Mr Pearce interjected.
Mr COURT: It is all very well for die Leader of the House - he has a heap of advisers and so
on, but the research crew I use on all this work is me. I spent hours going over those
documents to find the truth, and it gives me great pleasure to present the Government with
the ABC of its project because the Government has not had the courtesy to tell its party just
what deals it got itself into.
On 3 July the Government entered into this First Memorandum of Fundamental Principles
and on 28 July it entered into the Memorandum of Understanding which was signed in this
case by Minister Grill.
I will go back to what happened. Members may recall that in, I think, April this year we said
in the House that the Government had been involved in a deal whereby SECWA would not
be paid anything for the gas if the project's cash flow was not able to meet it. As it turns out,
that deal was considered and, as members will see in my notes here - and we have tabled this
in the House before - in that deal SECWA was going to lower its price for gas and electricity
if the project could not pay up out of its cash flow, If it went down to zero and there was still
a cash deficiency, the Government, through WA Government Holdings, would contribute
additional cash. The gas and electricity charges for this project would probably be around
$80 million a year; SEC WA could find itself in a situation in those first 10 years where it had
extreme difficulty in meeting those payments and it thus would not agree to that deal. Now
the second deal - and this was basically the final deal put together, which I explained
initially - was that SECWA would always be paid in full, but that shortfalls for the gas and
electricity which PIL could not pay would be provided by WA Government Holdings; if
there were still shortfalls in relation to the project these would again be paid by WA
Government Holdings- At the end of a roughly 10 year period. the project was to be
completely debt free. The original pricing structure put forward was that the price of the
utilities was to be adjusted to the Consumer Price Index to the end of that debt repayment
period. It was then to have a pricing structure similar to that of the Portland smelter. For
members opposite who are not aware of this, it was a deal roughly along the lines of, if the
price of the product were high internationally, the company could afford to pay a higher price
for the utilities. However, the Government tabled its final pricing commitment in the upper
House - I think the Attorney General said it was the final pricing agreement - whereby the
price of the utility was to be CPI adjusted over all periods.
The Minister himself told us that when the deal was signed on 17 October1 the Chairman of
the State Energy Commission was directed by the Minister to sign the deal I have just
explained with the original pricing schedule. To my knowledge, the Minister did not say that
this particular deal was to be signed within a month. That deal was not signed; SEC WA did
not sign it.
Mr Pearce: You said in your document that they refused to sign it.

Mr COURT: Well, the deal signed in the end was the one tabled in the other House.
Mr Pearce: Do you have any evidence for the proposition that SECWA refused to sign it? If
you have, why did you not put it in your pamphlet?
Mr COURT: The Government will be copping a few questions because many questions
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remain unanswered in relation to this deal. Is it not funny that the Government says it has
tabled all die relevant documents, and in this short speech of mine we are coming across
documents that the Government certainly would not want tabled?
On 23 January, in a letter signed by Premier Dowding, the commitments the Government had
made to SECWA were guaranteed. The Leader of the House can rant and rave but the
Premier tabled this document which says that with the prior approval of the Governor - so the
Governor was approached - the State of Western Australia hereby lirrevocably and
unconditionally guarantees to SEC WA payments by WA Goverrnent Holdings to SECWA
under their supply agreement.
That was the Premier of this State saying that the Government was going to stand right
behind those supply agreements. The Opposition has said before in this House that it is
interesting tha* the Government keeps saying there are no guarantees in place, yet time after
time they keep comning up again. It is interesting that the current Deputy Premier did not
have knowledge of that letter until, he said, July this year.
The conclusion I want to draw from all of this is that senior Ministers - including the Premier
and the Deputy Premier - have been inextricably involved in the negotiations surrounding the
entry of the Government into the petrochemical project, its relationship to the Rothwells
rescue and the purchase of Bell shares by the State Government Insurance Commission. The
Government has provided huge guarantees to ensure not only that SEC WA was paid but also
that all the other debts this project was paying, including the repayment of loans for building
the project in die first place, were all to be covered by the Government, and the project was to
be debt fire in about 10 years. So Mr Bond - and 1 do not know whether members opposite
fully understand tis - would have owned half a petrochemical project without any debt
associated with it, without any risk being involved, and with no liability.
Mr Lewis: With an initial capital of $225 million.
Mr COURT: No, the initial capital of $225 million had already been put in and taken out
again; it did that circle and basically replaced commitments he had inside Rothwells.
Mr Lewis: He repatriated those loans.
Mr COURT: Yes. It was a fantastic deal for Mr Bond. The interesting thing is that all of
these dealings, which I have simplified in this document, whereby WA Government Holdings
picked up all of die tab, were secret. The deals were kept secret from the taxpayers of this
State; even while I am trying to talk about it in the House today a Minister on the front bench
is saying, 'Where is your information coming from? You cannot talk about this; this is an
allegation." Here we are, weeks after the Government said it had tabled all the relevant
documents, still finding that there are many secrets yet to come out. I put it to the House that
this is a story of deceit and disgrace. I hope it never happens again in this State.
I want to move on to another point, which seems to have been conveniently ignored. I amn
sorry that the Premier, Deputy Premier and the Minister for Economic Development and
Trade are not here.
Mr Lewis: They do not want to hear how stupid they are.
Mkr Penrce: That is a perfectly hypocritical statement. You knew that with the opening of the
North West Shelf gas project none of them would be here. You stepped away from that
function so that you could make these allegations in their absence.
Mr COURT: What an absolute absurdity. The official opening of the project, of which we
are all so proud, was between 11.30 am and 12.30 pm; the official luncheon finished at 2.30
pm and I left it at 1.30 pm because I had responsibilities here. I explained that earlier. There
was plenty of time for members to be back in this Parliament.
The Budget papers have an allowance for WA Government. Holdings of $62.3 million, which
I presume is made up of the $75 'million put into that infamous interim finance deal; the
Government will be able to sefl a few assets to enable it to recover some of that money.
Mr Lewis: What assets?
Mr COURT: I think the Government has paid for the land down there. The point I make is
that in addition to this we were told there were no guarantees in place. Is it correct that there
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are also guarantees from the Government direct to the people who have been involved in
designing and constructing the plant?

Mr Pearce: Is that an allegation or a question?

Mr COURT: I am asking the Leader of the House. If the Leader of the House cannot answer
that question, I will ask it without notice tonight. The Government has said that no
guarantees were involved. That has been exposed as a myth, but we now believe there could
be guarantees from the Government -

Several members interjected.

Mr COURT: Let me ask the question first so that the Leader of the House can get it right and
his people can get the answer for tonight: Were any guarantees given directly from the
Government to the contractors, Clough - IGC Engineering? If direct guarantees were given,
that $62 million in the Budget could be a false figure because the Government could have
commitments outstanding which have still to be met, not by Petrochemical Industries Ltd, but
by the Government because of the guarantees it has given.
Mr Pearce: Have you any evidence of that claim?

Mr COURT: At the very least it was evidenced by WA Government Holdings Ltd.
Finally, in relation to the petrochemical project, it seems to me that all of the comings and
goings and negotiations which have taken place have not been with the knowledge of the
party room - they have been kept in the dark. I would like to know the extent of Cabinet
involvement in those decisions. Was the Cabinet infonmed about the deed of undertaking and
all the letters signed regarding gas agreements and commitments? Was the Cabinet kept
informed about commnitments being made by Ministers? I believe we have a dangerous
situation where the Government found out it was easy enough to bypass Parliament - and that
was a clever tactic, to use WAGH as a means of putting money into a project without the
scmutiny of Parliament. We should be told whether Cabinet gave approval for the deals.
I was interested to note an article in The Geraldion Guardian last week in which the Minister
for Mines - is that the correct title?

Mr Pearce: We sent you a Parliamentary Handbook.

Mr COURT: That has changed quite a bit.
Mr Pearce: Not in recent times; not since last February.

Mr COURT: I would have thought that the Minister for Mines, being responsible for
SECWA, would have a close involvement with gas matters. Yet he says he was not directly
involved.

Mr Cart: Look at the time of the incident about which you are talking; I was not the Minister
for Mines then.

Mr Pearce: It was before he was the Minister for Mines. Look at the dates of the articles.

Mr COURT: The date is 13 September this year.

Mr Carr: We are talking about events of several months ago.

Mr COURT: The Minister should have been aware of happenings over two years; that is, the
time the deals were taking place. The summary I have given today is of events which took
place over two years. The Minister says he was not directly involved in those dealings with
SECWA. I am surprised that the Minister would not have an understanding, as a Cabinet
Minister, of the deals that were taking place. I accept what the Minister says is correct. I
believe the Minister probably did not know what was taking place.

What we will do now is start asking a few questions to see whether Cabinet approval was
given for these major commitments and undertakings. I have explained to members opposite
the seriousness of the situation in which the Government finds itself; the fact that the whole
debate at the moment is not whether the petrochemical project is wanted. Debate now centres
around the credibility of the Government; whether it should remain in office after leading the
public up the garden path.

I turn now to another mineral, and refer to the member for Ashburton's comnments regarding
the iron ore industry in the Pilbara. I was annoyed by those comments. The member has
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every right in this Parliament to speak about things concerning her electorate. But to
continually be having a go at Robe River and singling out that iron ore company for attack is
damaging. Why would anyone want to attack a company that employs almost 1 000 people
in an electorate, providing them with a good living and good conditiors- a company which is
making a tremendous contribution to the Australian economy? Over the years I have listened
to concerns that have been raised by union people and by the member for -Ashburton
regarding what is taking place at Robe River. [ try to talk to the people involved - both
management and the work force - and I find that things are not as bad as the picture painted
by the member.
Mrs Buchanan: That is your view.
Mr COURT: Sometimes we need to give credit where it is due. That company has the
capacity to produce 20 million tonnes of iron ore and currently is exporting in excess of that.
And this is at a time when this country is not producing too much. That is a good news story,
not a bad news story. When a union movement goes to the trouble of flying 60 people into a
town to stir up trouble on the anniversary of Mr Copeland's changing the work practices of
that company -

Mrs Buchanan: Rubbish! Get your facts straight.
Mr COURT: Why would the member want to support that activity? Why would the member
want to be involved? One problem in this country is that projects like Mt Newman are not
operating to capacity. Last year BHIP - a company which always imports a certain amount of
iron ore - had to buy heavily last year from Hainersley and other iron ore companies.
Mrs Buchanan: Are you saying that the way Robe River operates should be an example to
ocher companies?
Mr COURT: I chink many things it does are an example for other companies -

Mrs Buchanan: That goes to show how little you care -

Mr COURT: It is a company which is meant to be a terribly bad news story, yet if it operates
above capacity it has to have something going for it. It concerns me that some other
companies are not able to meet their capacity for industrial reasons because, as members are
aware, this country is looking for that sont of export income.
Mrs Buchanan: When I spoke about Robe River I acknowledged the increase in productivity;
nobody is trying to take that away.
Mr COURT: I cannot uinderstand why that company has been singled out. When I attended
the opening of the new power transmission line to Pannawonica I noticed that the people with
the company were proud. I accept that the member for Ashburton apologised for her non-
attendance, but it would have been good if someone representing the Government had
attended the opening because chat company is providing a much needed example. The
private power generation supplies areas of Port Hedland, Karratha, Pannawonica, and pan of
Dampier, as well as providing a source of power to Robe River. That sort of cooperation
occurring in the Pilbara is fantastic.
Members opposite are critical when we suggest projects such as a petrochemical project in
the Pilba we are told that we cannot do that; it is too expensive. But we can go to the
Pilbara and see the world's largest research project, so of course a petrochemical plant can be
built theft; of course a big power station should go in there, together with an electrified rail
system. Members should stop being negative tbout the Pilbara. It 'does make our job easier;
we go up there and we are positive about the area. The member should do this instead of
continually knocking a company like Robe River. Credit should be given where it is due. If
changes are to be made we should accept chat both sides should be involved. The member
should not be one-sided in her comments. We need these types of export industries.
I thoroughly enjoy going north and looking at these sorts of success stories. The union
movement has been shown up for some of the activities it has undertaken in relation to Robe
River. The movement was hurt by the fact that major work practices changed, not only in the
Pilbara but throughout Australia- Members opposite should be positive because they are the
Government. The Government should be proud of companies such as Robe River which is
doing so much for this country.
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DR GALLOP (Victoria Park) [3.19 pmJ: This is the firt Budget that has been placed
before the Parliament since the election in February 1989, and what I will do in my speech
today is address some of the issues that relate to my electorate and which axe affected by the
Budget. By way of introduction I point out that the electorate of Victoria Park is much larger
than it was before the February 1989 election. The electorate now takes in all of Bentley, the
rest of St James and part of Wilson. Those districts have been added to Victoria Park, East
Victoria Park, Lathlain, Kensington and Carlisle to make the new seat. It means that the
electorate now contains a significant portion of the former seat of Welshpool. I have been
given the job of sewving the electors of St James, Bentley and Wilson who were previously
represented by Mr Thomas, the now member for Cockburn. The seat was previously
represented by Mr Colin Jamieson who was the member for that district from 1953 until
1986. Only yesterday Mr Jamieson attended one of the Pensioners' League functions at
which his great record in the district over that 33 year period was reflected upon and
applauded. It is interesting to note that in historical terms the seat of Victoria Park is now
very much closer to what it was in the first 40 years of responsible Government in this State.
Front 1890 to 1930 the seat covered Victoria Park, South Perth and suburbs to the south in
the Canning area. It was known first as the seat of East Perth, and it became known from
1896 to 1899 as Canning. In one five year period - 1899 to 1904 - the district became known
as South Perth; it then became the sear of Canning until 1930 when population growth made
it possible for the seat to be divided into the seats of Victoria Park and Canning. From 1989
those two districts, which were split in 1930, came back together as one seat - to some extent
at least.
In assessing the impact of the Budget on a seat like mine it is important to outline some of the
demographic and social features of the electorate. At the time of the 1986 Census there were
just over 33 000 persons living in the electorate of Victoria Park. A significant feature is the
number of elderly people - some 30 per cent - who live in the electorate, which is in contrast
to the metropolitan figure of 18 per cent. The Federal seat of Swan, of which Victoria Park is
a part, has the most significant proportion of elderly people of any Federal seat in the
Commonwealth Parliament. Of the householders in my electorate 46 per cent earn between
nothing and $18 000, as opposed to the metropolitan wide figure of 34 per cent in that
income bracket. That is largely explained by the high proportion of elderly people and the
significant number of labourers in the area; some 15 per cent of the population are classified
as labourers whereas for the metropolitan area the figure is 13 per cent.
Like the rest of the metropolitan area, about 65 per cent of the population in my electorate
were born in Australia; 13 per cent were born in the British Isles; 3 per cent were born in
Italy; 2.4 per cent were barn in New Zealand; 1.4 per cent in India; 1.2 percent in Malaysia
and 1. 1 percent in the Netherlands. Therefore, the ethnic mix that is characteristic of the
metropolitan region of Perth is embodied in my electorate as well.
Very importantly 31 per cent of the dwellings in Victoria Park are occupied by people who
are renting privately, and another 11I per cent occupy Horneswest dwellings. Same 53 per
cent of people are purchasing their properties or are owner occupiers, compared to a
metropolitan figure of 70 per cent. Those statistics give a good picture of the nature of the
people who live in the electorate and the types of interests they have. It is important to
understand the way in which this Budget can help people in the electorate.
I refer now to the results of a survey I conducted in my electorate about the issues that
concern my constituents; I believe members of the Assembly will be interested in the
response I received. [ sent our 13 000 questionnaires with a reply-paid envelope for people to
return to my electorate office. I received 622 responses, which is about 4.7 per cent of the
total sent. I have been told by statisticians that that figure represents about double the normal
response rate in surveys of this sort. My constituents were asked to List in order of preference
the way they saw the issues of the day. The top three issues were crime prevention, law and
justice - 23 per cent; conservation and the environment - 23 per cent; and the cost of living -
15 per cent. Those three issues more than any others were seen as the important issues by
people living in my electorate.
Another interesting result of the survey was the degree to which people responded on specific
matters that concerned them about their every day experiences. Of course, many of those
matters probably relate more appropriately to local government, but, nevertheless, it was
interesting to note that people wanted to tell their member of Parliament about myriad
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local issues. People are interested in the macro concerns, but, very importantly - and I think
members of Parliament ought to take note of this - they wanted to know how Governmnent
and the Budget will affect their way of life in the community in which they live. The quality
of the social infrastructure in a district is very important to people these days. The people
want to see how the Government's policies and programs will make for a better future for
them, their families and their local communities. We have to understand how the programs
and policies that we introduce and the expenditure we endorse in this Parliament are building
a better community and a more optimistic future for our children. People want to know how
their community will be affected, and not in some abstract way as defined by political
ideologists.
There are two ways that a Budget can be analysed by a local member of Parliament: The first
is to look at certain measures that are involved in the Budget on both the revenue and
expenditure side and see how they relate to particular social and economic groups in a
particular electorate. The second way is to look at specific spending measures which are
planned for the electorate, particularly on the capital side. Each electorate has its own capital
infrastructure needs, some of which can be met by the State Government. By looking at the
general measures it can be seen how the Budget will impact on particular types of people who
live in an electorate. The overall context of a working class family in the last four to five
years has been defined by two words: Restraint and restructuring. Ordinary people have
shown a magnificent commitment to the process of economic change that will provide a
stronger base for Australia to compete in the international market and ensure improvement in
our standard of living. Indeed, the major trade unions which are well represented atmong the
people who live in my electorate have led the way in ensuring that there is both restraint and
restructuring in the workplace. I believe they have shown the way, as leaders in our
community, in the ways that we need to adopt to improve our economic position.
The Budget papers provided by the Treasurer reveal the impact of restraint on ordinary
working people. The average weekly award razes of pay for wage and salary earners rose by
5.2 per cent, 3.8 per cent and 4.7 per cent in 1988-89, 1987-88 and 1986-87 respectively. In
that same three-year period, the consumer price index rose by 7.4 per cent, 7.1 per cent and
10 per cent. In other words, significant restraint has been shown by ordinary wage and salary
earners at a time when this country is facing major economic difficulties.
Mr Fred Tubby: What was the salary increase last year?
Dr GALLOP: Salaries rose by 4.7 per cent in 1988-199. In exchange, there has been a
massive growth in employment and a fall in the unemployment rate. The average rare of
unemployment in Western Australia in 1988-89 is 6.2 per cent. An increase in employment
has meant a very important redistribution of opportunities to the type of people who live in
my electorate.
The second thing that Governments, both State and Federal, have attempted to do to counter
some of the impact of the decline in real wages in that period is to ease the pressures that
Governments place on ordinary working people through the lowering of income taxes at the
Federal level and keeping the lid on State Government taxes and charges at the State level.
The overall degree of success of the State Government in easing the pressures on ordinary
people by keeping the lid on Government taxes and charges is illustrated very well by the
figure which indicates that the share of gross domestic product taken by the State
Government has fallen from 15.5 per cent in 1983-84 to 13.3 per cent in 1989-90. Again,
that indicates the extent to which the Government has attempted to ease some of the pressures
on people by taking a smaller proportion of the gross State product.
There are two measures in this Budget that interest me and which will assist the members of
my electorate. The first, of course, is the pledge by the Government to reduce the cost of
registering a family car by $20 from 1 January 1990.,
Mr Fred Tubby: Do you think the fuel tax will cover that?
Dr GALLOP: I will come to that. The registration fee for a six cylinder Holden Commodore
will be $200.05. The cost of registering the same car in New South Wales will be $542, in
Victoria $267. in Queensland $370, in South Australia $293 and in Tasmania $239. The
average for the other States is $342. Western Australians are $142 boner off than the average
person living in the other States in respect of registering the family car.
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On top of that, early next year an education allowance of $50 per primary student and $100
per secondary student will be introduced. 'That will help families to defray the costs they
have to meet in the education area at the beginning of each year. It is true - certainly
members on shis side of the House acknowledge - that the pressures placed on families are
still there. First of all, many increases in taxes are immediately passed on by businesses in
the form of higher prices. Secondly, high interest rates are continuing to prevail. If we take
all of those things into account and look at the contribution that the State Government can
realistically make to ease the pressure on ordinary families, this Budget has much to
commend it.

I asked the Treasurer to prepare some estimates of what the impact of the Budget would be
on a typical household. If we consider a family of two adults and no children and take into
account not only the Budget measures in respect of motor vehicle licences, financial
institutions duty and drivers' licences, but also add to those the fuel franchise levy, water,
sewerage and drainage charges and the energy bill - some of those were increased earlier this
year - and estimate the impact of those on the family, we find that the average weekly
additional cost is around $1.60 a week, an overall increase of $82 per annum. This equates
with an estimated real annual reduction of 1.4 per cent. I know it does not cake into account
every item that affects the family budget. However, it takes into account those items that are
under the control of the State Government.
Let us consider the impact of thi Budget on a family with one primary school child and one
secondary school child with the educational allowances added to the equation. There is art
average reduction in the weekly costs of around 800 a week and a real annual reduction of
8.9 per cent. That is a significant contribittion which the State Government is making to
casing the pressures placed on family budgets.
The second general feature of this Biudget that is important for the electors of Victoria Park is
the funding commitment in the Residential Tenancies Act.
Mr Fred Tubby: If it all balances out so well for families, why did the Government increase
taxes and charges? Why didn't it leave things as they were?
Dr GALLOP: I think the member is missing the point of the Budget's targeting particular
programs - for example, in the education area - to meet the requirements that people have in
the family budget at the start of the year.
The second item that I want to address is the Residential Tenancies Act and the funding
thereof. [ pointed out earlier that, in my electorate, 30 per cent of dwellings are privately
rented as opposed to a metropolitan-wide figure of 19 per cent - and 28 per cent of people
living in my electorate live in privately owned dwellings as opposed to 16 per cent in the
metropolitan area. The funding of the provisions contained in the Residential Tenancies Act
will contribute significantly towards guaranteeing social justice in the relationships that exist
between landlords and tenants. That Act recognises both the rights and responsibilities of
landlords and tenants and I applaud the decision to ensure that the funding has been included
in the Budget this year to carry through the requirements of that Act.
The third general area of the Budget that is important to my area is the commitment to
seniors. As I pointed out, 30 per cent of my electors are over 55 years of age. There are
major retirement villages in Bentley at Rowethorpe and Swan Cottage Homes, and a number
of nursing homes and hostels. The State Government's commitment to ease some of the
pressures placed on sections of the elderly and to promote the concept of participation of
seniors and provide facilities to make that a possibility has much to applaud it. The themes of
financial security, access and mobility which have been themes of the Labor Government in
this area have been carried through yet again in the 1989-90 Budget. What has been clearly
illustrated is how a small Governiment agency, the Bureau for the Aged, with very clear
objectives and good funding from the Government, can achieve so much in the promotion of
social justice in our society.
Another analogy is the bicycle committee which is part of the Department gf Local
Government. It is a very small unit of Government whose achievements throughout the
commnunity are well recognised. There is a lesson in that for Governments:- We need to make
sure our bureaucracy is broken up into appropriate units with clearly defined objectives so
that those objectives can be achieved and the units can be accountable.
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To return to the subject of senior citizens, the Seniors' Card is a very popular institution in
my electorate; indeed 93 000 eligible Western Australians are enjoying its benefits in a range
of areas such as concessions on the cost of Transpenth and Westrail travel, non-certification
TAPE courses, recreational fishing licences, and admission to the Perth Zoo and special
exhibitions at the Museum and the Art Gallery. These concessions are all encouraging
participation by senior citizens in our society. On the financial front a commidtment has been
made to provide a 50 per cent rebate from 1 January 1990 on motor drivens' licences. A
commitment has also been made to provide 25 per cent rebate on the cost of water, sewerage
and drainage rates from 1 July 1990. This is in addition to a rebate of approximately $70 on
the SECWA supply charge and, of course, the spectacle subsidy scheme which provides
seniors with a $50 subsidy on spectacles every two years. The total cost of these measures in
die Budget is $5.5 million. All of these benefits should provide a sound financial base for
seniors to launch'themnselves into the community. With regard to their participation in and
enjoyment of community life, the Government will continue the programs provided not only
by the Bureau for the Aged, but also by the Department for Sport and Recreation. These
programs assist seniors' organisations and associations to set up programs in which they can
participate. The Government has achieved a great deal in that area and I believe that was part
of the reason that the Labor vote in the two retirement villages in my electorate increased by
two per cent in the recent State election.
Before moving to specific expenditures in the electorate of Victoria Park and how they
impact upon the electors, I want to say a few words about the concept of the community.
This concept is part of a good deal of the State Government's programs arid can be illustrated
very clearly in this Budget. I refer to a very useful book published in 1980, written by Mr
Evan Luard, who at the time was the member for Oxford in the British Parliament. He wrote
a very impressive book on the modem Labour Party and what its goals and priorities should
be. The starting point of his analysis was the recognition of what is important to people. I
quote the following from his book -

Most people have little contact, for most of their lives, with official organisations.
The reorganisation of the structure of government, even a significant decentralisation
of government, would make little difference to the day to day existence of most of the
population.

He continues to note what is important for people as follows -

What is, however, far more significant is the ability to take part in a range of activities
that do not fall under official auspices -at all: to have a share in the local residents'
association, women's institute, consumer group, amenity association, the local sports
club, the pigeon fanciers association, the dart league, the chess club and any number
of other activities at the grass roots. And it is partly because they are unofficial that
participation in such activities is so much valued and enjoyed.
These are the activities which most determine the quality of life of most people. Yet
they play no part, or very little part in party political programs.

He demonstrates in this book how Governments can assist people in those areas by providing
financial assistance and premises to local groups. It is interesting to note the following
commnents with regard to the provision of premises -

It is, for example, less costly and in some ways more beneficial for a council to
provide facilities for playgroups run by parents, with an organiser to assist them, than
to provide full scale nursery provision for preschool children (a lesson which some
areas are now being obliged to learn in the wake of Tory cuts).

The third area in which he says Government can help is by officially recognising this non-
official sector of community lift. It is important to note that the State Labor Government has
carried into effect much of the philosophy and strategy outlined by Evan Lunrd in his book
on modem Labour Party thinking. In my electorate of Victoria Park there are almost 200
organisations, associations, clubs and churches involved in a wide range of activities such as
sport, culture, religion and services to the community. Of course, all this is part of the rich
diversity that makes society tick. Importantly, that rich diversity of activities in which many
people are able to participate - in many ways, through their families and as individuals - is an
absolutely essential ingredient of a healthy society. It is pant of humanity to be involved
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and creative. How do these things happen? They happen as a result of the organisation,
enthusiasm of and effort by many volunteers in our community. As I look at you, Mr
Speaker, I see a very active participant in the local community as a basketball coach and a
very prominent member of many sporting organisations. You will recognise the point I am
making about volunteers.
Mr Clarko: He is not the president of the local pigeon fanciers' club!
The SPEAKER: Order! [ want to make the point to the member for Marmion that I am, in
fact, the patron of my local pigeon club.
Dr GALLOP: People such as you, Mr Speaker, and other volunteers are the real aristocracy
of modem society. They are the people who keep the wheels of civilisation trning, and they
contribute more than any other social group today.
With regard to the provision of social services, estimates have been provided of the
contribution that volunteers make. A study in 1982 in Victoria and Queensland indicated that
more than 28 per cent of the civilian population, aged from 15 upwards, contributed 2.4 hours
a week to voluntary work. Other estimates give a figure of six hours per week, and that is an
enormous contribution. In terms of the financial contribution to the community, it is
estimated that 1.5 million Australians, averaging four hours' voluntary work a week,
contribute more than $2 000 million in community work. I am very pleased to note that my
colleague, the Minister for Community Services, recently opened the volunteer centre of
Western Australia, which is funded by the Government but sponsored by WACOSS. This
will provide assistance by way of information, referral and promotion of the volunteer
movement generally in Western Australia. Volunteerism is well and truly at the centre of our
commnitment to a good society, according to surveys carried out. A report of the Institute of
Family Studies on family support networks stated there was a preference for the trusted
community "gatekeepers", such as doctors, infant welfare sisters, factory foremen, and school
and church groups to provide assistance to people in times of need. This Government has
recognised the role these people play.
With respect to smaller organisations in my electorate, the Family Foundation has funded 19
special projects through its program. These projects involved small amounts of up to $2 000
and that money has been particularly important in ensuring that those organisations have an
adequate infrastructure to do their job in the community. One such organisation. the
Kensington Out of School Care Centre, has through creative effort managed to receive
funding from the Lotteries Commission, an interest free loan from the South Perth City
Council. and donations from the Burswood Resort, Houghton Ford, the Department for
Community Services, and the Kensington RSL, in order to provide a new facility adjacent to
the Kensington Police & Citizens Club. I applaud the voluntary efforts of the parents in that
community and the initiative they have shown in creating a new facility, which is rapidly
becoming a centre for the families in the district. I have much pleasure in saying that the
Police & Citizens Club was given an award in 1989 for being the most progressive of such
clubs.
The State Labor Goverrnent has also assisted the people of Victoria Park in the area of
housing. In this time of rising prices and rental charges, we need to ensure that the
Government intervenes in the marketplace by purchasing land and redeveloping older
properties so that the long term and traditional residents of my electorate are able to stay in
the area. Homeswest has allocated $5.5 million of expenditure to provide for the construction
of 4 new units in Bentley. Carlisle, Kensington, Lathlain, East Victoria Park and Victoria
Park. Homeswest will also, through its loan scheme, assist in the construction of a further 57
units in Bentley and East Victoria Park. Included in that program is a joint venture project
with the Senior Citizens Association of Victoria Park. It is planned to build another 10 units
in Mackie Street, just up the road from the Senior Citizens Centre, where many of the
activities in the district take place. The Myra Talbot Lodge in Mackie Street was also a joint
venture with Homeswest- Homeswest is doing a marvellous job in ensuring that the electors
of Victoria Park have choices available iii respect of housing, and I applaud it-for its
commitment to the area.
So if we look not only at the general measures that are involved in this Budget but also at the
specific expenditure items that flow from it, mainly in the area of capital expenditure and the
provision of social infrastructure, we can see how the concept of social progress is being
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encouraged in my electorate. We can see how there is a strengthening of those community
bodies which exist as the crucial link between people, families, and the wider community.
The strategy of this Government in the area of community provision is to strengthen those
basic units in our society so that options and opportunities are available to people.

MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley) [3.55 pm]: It is with pleasure that I rise to speak during the
Budget debate to raise several concerns which have been expressed to me during my visits to
schools and my attendance at public meetings. A question which has frequently been raised
wit me is whether the State is bankrupt. People have said to me that there is no money, and
have asked if that is the reason they are not getting the necessary facilities in their schools.
There is a concern that as a consequence of the Rothwells Ltd and the Petrochemidcal
Industries Ltd affairs, and the risks which the Government has taken, every family in the
State of Western Australia will have to suffer.

To look firstly at the area of health care, there is a real need in my electorate for the provision
of speech therapists at Wanneroo Hospital. It has been found that a child who goes to school
at the age of five may not be recognised as having a speech defect until he or she gets to
year 1. There can be a delay of up to 13 months before that child receives an appointment for
assessment; by that time the child is in year 2, which is the third year of schooling, and by
then the speech disability causes a greater impairment to the child's learning capacity.

Secondly, in the area of police services, a sum was allocated in last year's Budget for the
constrction of the Joondalup Police Station. I received a response from the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services prior to the handing down of the Budget, which said that the
loondalup Police Station would be commenced this year. The funds were allocated last year,
but that money was not spent, and there has been a further year's delay in the establishment
of that much needed police station in the City of Wanneroo.

Thirdly, in relation to education, my concern is not just for my electorate but for the whole of
Western Australia; however, I will raise just a few of the issues which are of concern in my
electorate. A member of the Halidon Primary School P & C Association visited me just
before the commencement of Parliament this afternoon. That school has six demountable
classrooms, and there is an urgent need for the second stage of the school to be commenced.
The school received a demountable for four year old preprimary students, which is almost
vacant, but the third stage of the school has not received any funding. The Minister for
Education was approached directly by the members of the P & C association when she visited
that school last year, and they asked her whether, if the money for that construction was not
allocated in this year's Budget, they could contact her personally and ask her why not. She
said that would not be a problem; the money would be there. The members of the association
remember that very clearly, and I will receive copies of the letters they have written to the
Minister after receiving advice from her office that the work will not be proceeding.

The problem which occurs at all schools where there are large numbers of demountables is
the increased demand on the toilet facilities. It is not good enough to receive advice from the
Ministry of Education that the schools must just alternate the timing of the use of the toilets
by the lower primary and the senior primary students; that does not work all the time.

Mr Thomas: Do you know how long they have had demountables at Carlisle Primary
School? They were there when I was in Grade 1.
Mrs EDWARDES: Are you proud of that?

Mr Thomas: Twenty-one years of Liberal Government, and they were not moved.

Mrs EDWARDES: The Labor Party has been in Government for seven years; it has the
chequebook, and it has the ability to correct that situation.

Mr Thomas: What was wrong with 1980, 1970, or 1960?
Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mrs EDWARDES: Goollelal Primary School is another school where there is such a demand
on the toilet facilities that it is getting to the point where the smell is becoming atrocious.
The problem caused there at lunchtime by all the students having to queue to use the toilets is
representative of what is occurring right across the State.

2209



I was pleased that the member for Victoria Park talked about statistics, because I sent out
questionnaires to every P & C association in this State; that is, same 600 questionnaires. The
member for Victoria Park may be interested to know that while he had a 4.7 per cent
response my response to date - and I am still receiving completed questionnaires - has been
41 per cent. If 4.7 per cent is a normal response rate, 41 per cent would have to be incredible.
The survey was very important because, since I was appointed shadow Minister for
Education, the number of complaints I have received day after day, week after week and
month after month have been piling up. I was very pleased to note that prior to the election
the Government was advertising a billion dollar education budget for the first time, and I
wanted to see exactly where the money was being spent and where it was not being spent.
The results of the survey, after having been assessed, reveal that 50 per cent of those schools
which responded are using dermountable or transportable classrooms. Twenty-two per cent of
those schools are holding normal classes in areas other than a classroom - that could be wet
areas, or libraries, or verandas, Twenty-seven per cent of the schools have two classes being
taught in one classroom at the same time. I am not talking about split classes but about two
separate classes wit two teachers being taught in the same room at the same time. I know
from having visited some of the schools that sometimes three classes are taught in one
classroom at the same time, arid often that classroom is a library.
Thirty per cent of the schools have not had repairs or renovations for 10 years or more, o
ever. I am aware that the Government's policy changed in 1984, but it is not working. When
one travels around the schools and sees paint failing off the doors, one may think it is only a
minor issue but it creates splinters which can cause safety and health problems for students.
Twenty-three per cent of the schools have not been able to get funding for essential minor
works, and later I will read out some of the comments made by some of those schools and the
reasons they were given for not receiving funding for those essential minor works.
Thirty-two per cent of the schools have work orders on them which still have not been
corrected. Fifteen per cent of those schools are breaching the Occupational Health, Safety
anid Welfare Act - the Government's own Act. Forty per cent of the schools still have no
occupational health, safety and welfare officer appointed by the school. Seventeen per cent
of the schools hire experienced gardening problems, 11I per cent are experiencing cleaning
problems and 40 per cent are experiencing maintenance problems - and that gets back to the
repair and renovation which has not been effected since 1984 or, in some schools, for
10 years or more, or even-
If we are talking about quality education the most damaging indices from the questionnaire
results include the fact that 22 per cent of the schools are holding normal classes in areas
other than classrooms and that 20 per cent of the schools have more than one class being held
in one room at the same time. That is atrocious. When I have visited a school and seen two
or three classes operating in one room I have noticed the amount of concentration which is
required by the kids, and the enormous stress which is put on the teachers.
When we talk of a billion dollar education budget it does not take into account the increase in
student numbers, nor the inflation rate. It is all very weUl to advertise billion dollar education
budgets before the election, it sounds great, but let us look at the capital works being
proposed for 1989-90 of $32.7 million, and compare that with the Budget of three years ago;
that is, 1986-87. We will not compare it to last year's Budget, as that was a pre-election
Budget. In 1986-87 the amount spent on capital works for primary and secondary schools
was $47.7 million. If we take into account the adjusted inflation rate, the amount that ought
to have been spent this year is $60.4 million; that is, almost double this year's allocation. The
Government is spending half of what it ought to be spending, not raking into account
increased student numbers but merely inflation.

Let us look now at the maintenance figure. It is interesting to note that in the Budget Outlook
the comment is made thax an increase of $3.5 million has been provided in funding for the
continuing maintenance of schools, yet when we look at the figure for 1989-90 it is
$28 million in round figures. In 1988-89 the amount expended was $10.8 million. In the
1989-90 Budget books the amount that appears as the vote for 1988-89 is only $9.8 million,
yet if we refer back to the previous year's books the estimate was $14.7 million. There is a
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bit of discrepancy there in respect of maintenance which I am sure the Minister will enlighten
me about when we come to the Commnittee stage of the Budget.
Now I witl relate some of the comments made by some of the schools which responded to the
questionnaire, indicating the types of problems they have which are not being rectified as
they are not receiving money. The Goldsworthy Primary School has fuse boxes without
covers in two classrooms, in the staff roonm and in the children's toilets. It has floor
coverings which are lifting or worn to such an extent thar they pose a risk of children and
teachers tripping and hurting themselves. The boys' urinal is raised off the floor by 40)
centimetres - a narrow step upon which to trip, especially if it is wet. The school has power
points attached to the ceiling which cannot be reached by staff members unless they stand on
a platform. I am sure the health and safety officers would appreciate that one! The school
has verandas which become slippery when wet, and a damaged glass covered notice board
and another board protruding from the external walls. These are some of the smaller items.
At Pinjarra a school has drainage problems which have caused flooding in two classrooms,
and gutter flooding has occurred in three classrooms, saturating cupboards and equipment.
The reason these schools have been given for not receiving funding is a lack of money. The
Pinjarra school also has verandas which are breaching the Occupational Health, Safety and
Welfare Act, and in the Balingup Primary School there is not one member of staff who has
not had at least one fall on the veranda. The Narembeen District High School was promised a
new building last year. The children there do not have a sick bay - they lie on the veranda.
Dr Lawrence: Who built a school without a sick bay?
Mrs EDWARDES: Let us talk about the types of buildings now. Some of them are old, I
agree, but let us talk about this Government's educational reforms such as unit curriculum
and the specialist teachers. These reforms put pressure not only on the teachers but also on
the facilities and resources, which are not considered. When schools must convert boys'
toilets to hold drama classes, as they do at Nannup District High School, is that the sort of
thing which demonstrates the Minister's commitment to educational reform?
At the Nannup District High School maths classes are held in a wonderful wooden shed
which has no windows, just holes. When the weather is extremely hot or cold the classes are
held in the library - together with the other two classes which are accommodated in the
library. The shed was donated because of the lack of classrooms.
At the Lake Grace District High School the reason given for the non-implementation of
existing work orders was that no funds are available. The comment was that the school is
poorly equipped with aie as for children to congregate in cold wet weather, and allowances
need to be made for an under cover area of some description. The new schools are getting
these and the old schools are not being upgraded.
Talking about uncovered wet areas, I had a telephone call the other day from somebody at the
Esperance Primary School.- The principal who was there 10 years ago returned this year. He
had asked for the covered assembly area 10 years ago. That has nor been granted to the
school. We are reaching the point, especially with specialist education teachers in an area
such as Esperance which experiences inclement weather, where the question can be asked,
"Where do the specialist teachers take the children?" The teacher is being paid by the
Ministry of Education but cannot perform the job satisfactorily because of lack of resources1
facilities, and buildings.
Kendenup Primary School has been advised that the reason m-inor works. funding has not
been received is due to the emphasis on health, safety and welfare issues; with (neagre
resources being made available, very little is left over.
The East Kenwick Primary School has concrete sewerage inspection blocks which are raised
by three quarters of a metre to one metre. The Building Management Authority discovered
the problem but has told the school to solve the problem as best it can. The school has stated
attempts have been made to manage with reduced funding but the school is unable to rectify
the problem.
In relation to the Donnybrook District High School the comnments were that the library music
lessons and minor reaching areas are carried out in a wet area between classrooms. This is
regarded as being totally unsatisfactory.
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At the Bicton Primary School, the pie-primary fence has been applied for over the past three
years. The comment is that it is very difficult to achieve this. That school claims it has high
maintenance problems.
I will not go through the 249 questionnaires; I will highlight some of the comments made and
the problems experienced by the schools. Some of the schools are in the electorates of
members opposite; I am sure those members are aware of the problems being faced by their
schools.
The Gosnelis Senior High School has -stated that major occupational, health and safety
measures are needed in the manual arts area. This comment is made because of the
Government's Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act. A factory using plastics in this
way would be closed down due to lack of ventilation, and yet the plastics are used in manual
arts areas at high schools. The high school students are permitted to carry out the same
functions as the factory.
Mr Blaikie: I 'li bet Mr Bartholomaeus would have something to say if he were permaitted to
go into that school.
Mrs EDWARDES: It is a very concerning problem to most officers. The noise and dust
pollution at the Gosnells Senior. High School is causing problems. The science area has
insufficient gas taps for experiments. The extensions to the performing arts facilities are
necessary as they have thriving dance, drama and music programs. Again, it is not the
school's fault that it has those thriving programs; they are part of the Government's
initiatives, and there are insufficient funds to, support the commitment.
The Frankland Primary School states that if something is not done, enormous expenses will
be incurred to upgrade buildings. We all know what it is like with our own homes if we let
them go. That is what is happening in the schools, and without repair and renovation being
carried out on a regular basis the cost to upgrade the buildings will increase.
At the Anzac Terrace Primary School the photocopying equipment is located in a small,
unventilated store room. That is probably a fire risk as well. The equipment is close to the
principal's office, and the room is often overcrowded with teachers waiting to use the
machine. The Ministry of Education has acknowledged the difficulties and has listed the
school for administration upgrade as soon as funds can be made available. That is always the
answer; as soon as funds can be made available. Some of the schools are asking: When will
the funds be made available?
Mr Donovan: It has not taken you long to become negative. You are not looking at the sorts
of things that have been done in those schools. They were simply allowed to fall into
disrepair for the years prior to the Labor Government's coming to office.
Mrs EDWARDES: I am pleased the member has raised that point. I am not negative. I am
trying to be positive about education. But when I see advertisements which talk about a
billion dollar budget and that is not being spent on the schools -

Mr Donovan interjected.
Mrs EDWARDES: If the member thinks that the billion dollar budget is addressing all the
problems, I am pointing out that it is nor. I see this as I visit schools to the east, north, south
west, and across the metropolitan prea, apart from the questionnaires, and apart from the
letters I receive - the Minister would have to acknowledge that because I have been receiving
copies of letters sent to her. She is aware of the majority of the problems.
Several members interjected.
Mrs EDWARDES: The member for Morley will have his turn in a moment. I am pleased he
raised that point. I was waiting for a member opposite to do so. The expenditure for 1989-90
on proposed capital works, before we reach the office of TAPE, amounts to $32.7 million -

Mr Pearce: It is $65 million; you should take off your shoes and count on your toes before
making a statement, like that.
Mr Donovan: Compare 'that not with 1982 but with 198 1. There has been a real increase in
dollar terms for capital works.
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Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs EDWARDES: I will come back to that point and be pleased to provide the percentages.
Mr Donovan: Have a look at die Government's response to the population growth in
Beechboro.
Mrs EDWARDES: I will provide figures to give a comparison for the decrease in the
education budget and the amount spent overall. However, there has been a decrease and it
cannot be denied that 250 schools have problems. I receive letters of complaint every day.
Dr Lawrence: Of course, they will tell you they have problems.
Mrs EDWARDES: Yes, but they want co know when the Minister will fix them. The
Minister was not in the House when I first mentioned -

Government members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! Members' remarks should be directed to the Chair. That will
resolve any of these problems.
Mr Donovan interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! It is highly improper for the member for Morley to interject after I
have called for order.
Mrs EDWARDES: My job is not being made easier by my having a sore throat.
The Minister was not in the House earlier and she has left the House again. She is
determined not to listen to the facts. When the Minister visited many schools last year she
was happy to be the moderator, the person with the silver tongue, but the schools were not
impressed. They want to know why the promises that were made by the Minister have not
been supported by the Budget. I have received many letters and questionnaires which the
Government is welcome to look at. In fact, I want the Minister to answer the questionnaires.
I am sure she will say that many of the schools are old and haye not been upgraded because
of the huge cost involved and that it also costs money to build new high schools and new
primary schools.
Mr Pearce: It takes ages to fix the former Government's neglect of the system.
Mrs EDWARDES: But how many years does it take? The Government has provided a
billion dollar budget and it needs to direct -
Government members interjected.
Mrs EDWARDES: Mr Speaker, I am having difficulty making my speech.
The SPEAKER: Order! I am having difficulty hearing the member. Members should not
interject.
Mrs EDWARDES: My time is running short and I am trying to make it clear that education
is very important. It should receive funding priority from this Government. Health,
education, and law and order should be the Government's three main priorities in this
Budget. Education is my area of responsibility. [ want to see it receive more than has been
allocated because, if funding is reduced as it has been over the last seven years, future
demands will be greater. Those demands are increasing because of reforms put- in place by
the Government. Those reforms have placed added pressures on schools, facilities and
resources. I have seen three classes being taught in a library and an assembly including 410
children and parents being held in a library because the school did not have a covered
assembly area. That would be a fire risk.
Mr D.L. Smith: Would you rather spend $40 million in increasing teachers' salaries or on
buildings?
Mrs EDWARDES: We will get to the teachers' salaries tomorrow.
Every member of the community is concerned about problems occurring in the education
system. When visiting schools, the Minister should be more careful with her pre-election
promises and not backing them up in this Budget.
Como Senior High School was promised a new gym in 1983.
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Government members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! A number of things are happening, all of which I am sure are
improper. Firstly, very noisy meetings are going on around the Chamber. Secondly, the
interjectionis are making it difficult for the member to be heard and I do not like those sonts of
interjections.
Mrs EDWARDES: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Another couple of matters were brought to my
attention last week and in the month prior to that. Earn sure the member for Wanneroo is
well aware of the problems being faced by schools in her area because she attended the public
meeting that was held last week.
Mrs Watkins: T[be one you did nor go to?
Mrs EDWARDES: [ sent my apology.
Mrs Watkins: The one to which you sent a Liberal Party candidate?
Mrs EDWARDES: I did not need to send a Liberal Party candidate to it.
The Beldon High School has been listed in the 1989-90 Budget. Pre-election, the member for
Wanneroo said that a new high school would be opened at Connolly in 1991. That school
has also not been included in the Budget and will not be opened next year. My understanding
from the Ministry of Education is that it has not been planned for 1990-91 and that the
Beldon High School will take its place.
Mrs Watkins: It is called the Belridge High School.
Mrs EDWARDES: It is referred to as 'Beldon" in the Budget papers. Population increases
in the Joondalup and Connolly area are enormous. As members know, the City of Wanneroo
is the fastest growing local government area in Australia. I am therefore concerned that the
Connolly high school will nor go ahead, because of increased pressures being placed on the
Woodvale High School. I asked a question in May about the projected numbers of students
for the Woodvale High School. I have been told that the boundaries for the catchment area of
that high school were changed at the end of the second trn to relieve the pressures on it. At
present, students from Edgewater attend the Woodvale High School and they are not happy
about being advised that they will have to attend the Beiridge or Wanneroo High School.
Mr Pearce: The clock shows your rime has expired.
Mrs EDWARDES: Mr Speaker, [ was told a couple of minutes ago that [ had 14 minutes of
my time left.
The SPEAKER: Order! We are having diff iculty with the timing device and with the
Building Management Authority. We have been trying to have it fixed for somne months. I
hope that members will bear with me. The member has 10 minutes of her time left.
Mrs EDWARDES: I am concerned that the Connolly high school will not be proceeded
with, because of the pressures being placed on the Woodvale High School and the students of
Edgewater being transferred to the Betridge and Wanneroo High Schools.
I received a letter from the Minister which was tabled at the meeting staring that the Connolly
Primary School is to receive early start- However, I cannot see any provision made for early
start in the Budget.
Mrs Watkins: Neither was Woodvale mentioned.
Mrs EDWARDES: I am pleased to see that that school is to be -conmpleted; it makes my job
easier.
It is nor negative to point out the problems exp&ienced by these schools., Snvdenrs, parents
and teachers put a lot of time into these schools, and whether they are old or new schools the
people involved want the best available quality education for the students. That includes the
best facilities and buildings that can possibly be provided. I suppose to some extent one can
understand the envy of those involved wit older schools when they see the newer schools
with, for example, wonderful performing arts facilities; similarly, when the paint in the older
schools is falling off the walls and the newer schools are painted in pleasant shades of green
and apricot. However, it is more than that: When two or three classes are operating in one
classroom, that does not represent quality education. When classes are conducted under
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verandas, in wet areas, and in libraries, that is not quality education, and it is certainly not
living up to the Government's commitment to provide quality education to the students of
Western Australia.

MR AINSWORTH (Roe) [4.31 pm]: On reading the Budget papers I found some
discrepancies in terns of the fairness of allocations to country areas, particularly outer
country areas which have largely been ignored. The possible exceptions are the more
favoured areas in the west coast belt - some people may consider them to be in the marginal
electorate belt. I tend not to look at it in that light but I wonder why some of the outer areas
which are safe conservative seats have received almost zero funding in many categories of
this Budget.

In addition to that general concern, I was concerned the other day to read a local Press report
which quoted a Government source indicating that more than $1 million had been provided in
the current Budget for capital works in the Esperance area. The implication was that it
referred to new capital works allocations. The figures quoted were: $460 000 to complete the
agricultural centre at Esperance; $99 000 to complete the country high school hostel; and
$519 000 for the Esperance, Port Authority to complete the harbour deepening works. The
amount for the agricultural centre was the balance of previously budgeted money, tbe amount
for the high school hostel came from internal funds and balances, and the amount for the port
authority also came from internal funds and balances. On further investigation I discovered
that the internal funds and balances in the latter case related to a loan which the pon authority
is repaying at 14 per cent interest. It is not a grant, but a loan. In spite of those facts, the
media release trumpeted that more than $1 million had been allocated to the Esperance area,
yet not one cent of new money has been allocated in this year's Budget. That is gross
misrepresentation and is an indication of the sort of activities in which this Government has
indulged to hoodwink the public into thinking it is receiving grants when that is not the case.

The Budget contains other gross inadequacies, particularly in the area of education which is
of vital concern to people both in the country and the city. The Budget does not allocate any
funds to primary schools in my electorate for additional improvements. It is interesting to
note that 10 primary schools were allocated funds for additional stages, and all those schools
are in the metropolitan area. Not one school in a country area was allocated funds.

Dr Lawrence: Additional stages refer to new pupil places.

Mvr AINSWORTH: That happens in the country as well.

Dr Lawrence: It has happened recently in Bunbury and also at two schools in Mandurab. If
you want to class Mandurah as part of the city, that is fine.
Mr AINSWORTH: Two schools, both of which are in the metropolitan area, received funds
for additions and improvements,. The previous speaker, the member for Kingsley raised a
vital point with regard to Esperance. She mentioned covered areas in schools - such a facility
is non-existent in the Esperance Primary School - and said that inclement weather forces
teachers and students to use the library for school assemblies.

Dr Lawrence: When we came to Government, any covered areas that had been provided in
schools were provided mainly by P&C association funds, if the school was lucky. There has
been a steady program to provide covered areas in schools.

Mr AINSWORTH: Certainly that is the case, but not one school in the Roe electorate has
been scheduled to receive funds. Beating in mind that some coastal areas have a reputation
for poor weather, certain schools should be given high priority when funds are allocated for
these facilities. I recently attended an assembly at the Esperance Primary School which was
held in the library, and it was necessary to move all the tables, chairs and bookshelves to one
side to provide sufficient room. On that occasion not many parents attended, yet the library
was packed. At a previous assembly, which was attended by a large number of parents, when
a book display had been set up in the library, conditions were intolerable. Parents, teachers
and students were packed like sardines in the library. I share with the member for Kingsley
the concern about the tire risk in such a situation, bearing in mind the two exits and the
hundreds of people present. Had a fire occurred, it would have been a disaster. Although I
speak specifically about my electorate, I am sure that I am not alone in my concern. I point
out that I have visited the schools to which I refer, and am not relying on hearsay.
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The bitumen area in the playground at the Condingnp Primary School is in very poor
condition. Receutly more than 10 cases of children suffering from cuts and abrasions have
occurred as a result of falls in this area. The area is the size of a basketball court and because
of its poor surface condition it is easy to see why these accidents have occurred. The rest of
the playground is grassed and this is the only area in which the children can play ball. gamnes.
The alternative would be to go to the town facility, but that is also in a poor condition. The
Lake Grace school has another classic example of a bitumen area in need of repair; the
children are no longer allowed to play on that bitumen area because of the danger of doing
so. It has large lumps on the surface, cracks, and grass growing in the cracks in several
places.
The principal of the Nulsen Primary School has forbidden the children to use part of the
playground because the blue metal in the bitumen area is raised above the surface level and is
very sharp. It is a highly dangerous situation. The parking lot at that school is in such poor
condition that the parents grew tired of waiting for Government funding and carried out some
repairs themselves. A story was related to me about a parent who drove a small car into the
parking lot and when she stopped one of the wheels of her car went into a pothole to the
extent that the body of the car was touching the ground. It was necessary for some men to lift
her car out of the pothole. It is disgraceful that parents or any other visitors should have to
contend with those sorts of conditions in the main parking area of any school in Western
Australia. In addition, the Nulsen school is in a growth area and, although additions have
been planned for and approved, no funding has been allocated in at least three Budgets. The
area at the front of the school in the administration block is not much bigger than a small
bathroom, If two people are in that area at the same time it becomes crowded. The sick bay
area is out of sight of any of the staff areas, so the teachers have either to go outside to check
on those students who are in the sick bay, or put them in one of the administration areas. I do
not believe that is a reasonable standard to accept in today's society.
A proposal was put forward recently to amalgamate the Walnisley Street Special School with
the Nulsen Primary School as part of an integration program for special school students.
That program has been put in abeyance due to a lack of funding.
I visited the Onowangemup High School some months ago and was taken through the various
areas, particularly the domestic science and manual arts areas. Those areas have extremely
antiquated equipment. Many of the conditions in the domestic science area would, I am sure,
be in breach of the occupational health and safety regulations. Electric stoves are situated
back to back in the middle of the room, with no protection, and there is no area for the
students to place hot dishes, so they have to carry them across the domestic science room to
benches on the other side of the room.
I turn now to the provision of housing for teachers in country areas. The Nyabing Primary
School had a husband and wife team teaching at the school, and they were fortunate enough
to have a house in which to live. However, the principal's wife was promoted, which meant
she had to go to a school in Katanning. She commnuted to Katanning every day from
Nyabing, and her replacement then did not have a house to go into, so that teacher had to
commute from Karanning to Nyabing. There is an expectation in country areas that teachers
assimilate into the local community and do the things that teachers in country areas are
obliged to do, as well as perforn their teaching duties. That assimilation cannot take place if
the teacher has to live in another town. So these two teachers were travelling backwards and
forwards, one of whom did not have a home to live in other than in Katanning. It is fortunate
that this particular teacher has a home to go to in Katanning, otherwise she would probably
have had to hire a tent.
In the town of Newdegate, in the centre. of my electorate, there is a drainage problem not just
for the school but for the entire town. I visited that town a few months ago to have a look at
the problem, and found that the drainage from the school runs out into an open drain, and
trickles down the street. It is fortunate that the water is able to run down a bit of a slope, and
eventually evaporate from the road, otherwise the water would just sit there and not go away,
and create an intolerable health hazard. The town needs a sewerage and drainage system,
because the septic tanks in the area ame being emptied onto open ground by way of a pipe, to
let evaporation take care of the waste, rather than having the drainage system, which people
expect not as aluxury but as aright. I amsure that if thatsituation were to occur in a
metropolitan area, the Health Department would shut down the whole area until the problem
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was rectified. I have touched on only one small example of the problems being faced in
education, but the list goes on and on.
I would like now to highlight a crisis in the education system in this State, which has been
amply demonstrated by the strike action we have seen in recent times, and which manifests
the real problem facing education. The conditions at the schools I have outlined apply not
just to country areas, but also to many schools in the metropolitan area. Accommodation in
the country is far from adequate, and causes a lot of distress and dissatisfaction to those
teachers who are located in country areas. Part of the reason for this crisis is the
unsatisfactory pay scale for teachers, particularly when they have to put up with inadequate
conditions and high workloads. The fact that there is a crisis is indicated very clearly by the
need to lower the minimum TEE score allowable for a person to enter a teacher training
course in order to attract sufficient students to fill the vacancies in the education system.
Dr Lawrence: The mean score for entrance at WACAE is 314. The average for the whole
institution is 317, so teacher entrants require higher TEE aggregates than arts or science
students. A lot of the people referred to by the union are not those accepted on the basis of
their TEE aggregate but rather on the basis of being Aboriginal or -

Mr AINSWORTH: The information I have been given - and I have been assured it is
correct - is that the average level of TEE aggregates for students going into the teaching
profession has decreased. There would be a very good mason for that because there is a large
degree of dissatisfaction among teachers in respect of their terms of employment and
conditions.
Dr Lawrence: We have already received over L (100 applications for jobs next year.
Mr AINSWORTH: Some people are lucky to get a job at all, so I suppose it is better that
than nothing, but it is certainly a very poor compromise because many highly professional
and experienced teachers have gone through some of the traumas caused by the inadequacies
[ have outlined and are leaving in droves, and there are many more in the system at present
who are considering leaving and looking for other jobs.
Dr Lawrence: The resignation rate last year was L.7 per cent, which is the lowest it has been
for a decade.
Mr AINSWQRTH: I assure the Minister that next year it will be higher than that because
even if only half of the teachers who are saying to me that they will resign do resign, and if
that is indicative of the whole State, it will be more than 1.7 per cent; it will be more like
l7 per cent. I hope l am wrong, because if I am right - and I fear that I am - we will see a
major crisis in education in this State within the next L2 months, if not before.
The things I have outlined are caused in large part by lack of funds. Education is one of the
first areas which should receive extremely high priority for expenditure by any State
Government because the future of this State depends upon increasing the quality of the
education of tomorrow's leaders, business people and other community members. If that is
not achieved, we will go backwards, because we are facing competition from South East
Asian countries whose education levels are increasing all the time, and where a higher
percentage of students go through the tertiary education system than is the case in our
country.
The lack of funding for education in this Budget, if not also in the previous Budgets, can be
lad at the feet of the losses that have occurred because of this Government's involvement in
business enterprises, which it should never have become involved with in the way that it has.
Even half of the money which has been lost would have provided all. the facilities in
metropolitan and country areas that I have talked about, and would have been sufficient to
upgrade them to a standard that we could have accepted without qualification. We are now
seeing a whole host of resources not being upgraded and failing into disrepair, and the people
who operate those resources are becoming more and more frustrated. We are seeing for the
first time in many years - if ever - teachers going on strike. They are not taking that action
lightly; it is because of the frustrations brought about as a result of the financial losses of this
Government which translate into a lack of funding for education. The basic responsibility of
any Government is to make adequate provision for those goods and services which are
essential to the State.
I could go on at some length about that but it has probably been pretty well covered in other
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debates on the petrochemical affair so I will leave it at that, except to say that if all of these
things I am talking about, particularly in the education area, come to fruition - that is, if the
whole system virtually breaks down because of the lack of progress we are seeing at the
moment brought about by this Government's mismanagement - this Government will wear
the blame. When next it goes to the polls, this Government will receive the admonition of the
electorate which will roundly criticise an incompetent Government for going into business
dealings it should never have gone into and will reject this Governiment at the election.
MR SHAVE (Melville) [4.51 pml]: I want to make several comments on this Budget and I
will be as brief as possible. My first point is that low income earners and welfare recipients
are the people who are hurt most by heavy Government taxation. Every time there is an
increase in an indirect tax - whether it be payroll tax, financial institutions duty, a cigarette
tax or whatever name it may be disguised under - the person who feels it the most is the
person at the bottom of the tree.
When petrol taxes increase the people get hurt twice. They pay for it first at the bowser and
then in every other area, whether it be food at the supermarket or the extra cost of
transporting chat food, or the milk delivered in the morning by the local milkman. It is
interesting, therefore, to compare the tax revenue raised between 1982 and 1989, over a six
year period, and the tax revenue raised in the previous six years under a Liberal Government.
I have seen many documents printed on how Governments have taxed in the past, and I have
heard comnments in this House from members of the Government about, "How it was when
your Government was in and you taxed at a heavier rate than we do." So. in the little spare
time that I have, I went to the library to look at some of the many papers on expeniditur, and
I want to relate some of the figures 1 managed to extract during that visit.
In 1982 State tax revenue was $475 million; this year it was a staggering $1L28 billion.
Mr Speaker, I am sure it would alarm you to know that that is an increase of 169 per cent in a
six year period. On a compound basis chat is an average annual increase of 18.2 per cent. If
members want to know why people are reacting to this Government in the way they are,
much of it comes down to the fact that the Government is mismanaging the affairs of this
State. It is financially incompetent, and to achieve its goals it is increasing the taxes levied on
the working man, on pensioners, and on the people least able to afford the taxes this
Government is inflicting on them.
Let us look now at what happened between 1977 and 1983. There was a tax increase of
96 per cent under the Liberal Government, which represents an average increase of
11.9 per cent. When we weigh up the two increases, in my opinion neither of them is
satisfactory. The Consumer Price Index has been running at between seven and nine per cent
over the last few years. If the CPI is running at that level and the Government asks wage
earners to take pay increases equivalent to the CPI, how can it expect them to say, "That is
satisfactory; we will accept that", when the Government itself is not prepared to adhere to the
rules? The Government wants to take its 18 or 19 per cent increase and say to the people,
"You take seven per cent, or 7.5 per cent." That is the reason for the teacherV strike at the
moment - people are sick and tired of seeing Governments run in an incompetent manner
while they are expected to suffer as a result of that situation.
Some people on the other side of this House may say, 'There has been a population increase.
We need to expand services because there are more people in Western Australia." That is
very true, there are. Between 1982 and 1988 the population increase was 2.5 percent, which
is a long way from the 18 per cent increase in revenue. In the six years prior to 1982-83 the
population increase was 2.2 per cent. It does not matter whether we are talking about food,
clothing or medication; if the Government increases taxation charges the taxpayer suffers.
The higher the tax increase, the higher the level of suffering. What is even worse is that
financial stress causes family hardship. If one talks to any psychologist or family worker he
will tell one that in the majority of cases where there is a problem within a manriage or a
family breakdown it is related to financial stress. Financial stress is related to the level of
taxation that Governments inflict on families. Ten years ago a family could live reasonably
on one wage; it was not easy but they managed. Today many families struggle to exist on
two incomes. Thai in itself is not creating much joy for families.
Where does all this tax revenue go? How does it benefit the public? Let us look at this
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year's Budget papers. It is a very nice, glossy document, but let us look inside it. The total
budget for the Department of Premier and State Administration and the Dtpartment of
Cabinet and Public Sector Management is $24.5 million. This includes a massive $800 000
for our Premier to rum his media office to tell people how to help themselves. I received a
telephone call this morning before I came to Parliament House. The caller has a blind father,
a pensioner, who enjoys a packet of cigarettes. I do not smoke cigarettes so I do not have a
personal interest in the matter, but his father does smoke-cigarettes. My caller asked me how
he could tell his father that he would have to cut down on the number of cigarettes he smoked
because the Government had increased the tax and it was reaching the stage where it was too
expensive for his pensioner father to buy a packet of cigarettes. To some people in this
House, on the incomes they receive, the fact that the price of a packet of cigarettes has
increased probably is not very relevant. From what I have experienced since I came here,
most of the people in this House do not smoke anyway. But to the person out on the street
the increase in the cost of a packet of cigarettes is very relevant. And what have we been
doing over the last two weeks with the wonderful benefits from the taxes we have inflicted on
the public of Western Australia? The Premier has been rnning a media campaign to
improve his badly flagging image under the suggestion that he is running a personal vendetta
against the tobacco industry. It is an absolute joke. People out there are starving and our
Premier is squandering thousands of dollars on putting himself on the television so that he
can improve his publicity ratings. If anyone in this House thinks that the public do not know,
that member should go into a few working electorates and see what the people think about the
campaigns our Premtier is running at the moment.

By the time we get to the budget allocation for the Building Management Authority one
would have to be a genius to work out how it can spend $137 million in one year, but I will
say this: Having gone through the Budget papers it is interesting to note that a very large
percentage of the $137 million has been allocated to salaries.

The Public Trust Office is to receive an extra $1.6 million this year; forget about pensions,
the Public Trust Office needs it. The amount of $1 million has been dismissed as additional
staffing costs - let's create a few more jobs!

An interesting program on television last night made me think about the Budget papers. The
program was set in Poland, and people were being asked what they thought about
"Solidarity" being in control. People were being asked which would be better - socialism or
communism. A peasant lady was asked what she thought about the Government and the way
the economy was running.

Mr Taylor: A pleasant lhdy or a peasant lady?

Mr SHAVE: Both, and she was knowledgeable. When the lady was asked what she thought
of the Government, she said, "I only want the Government to do one thing. I want them all to
leave the offices and go out into the fields and factories and work." She was an uneducated
woman but she had worked out that with big government, a lot of offices, and much money
spent on administration, the country goes broke.

What has the Budget done for everyone in my electorate? How has it helped them? We can
look at the area of housing. Last time I spoke, the Minister for Housing was kind enough to
explain that an increased allocation had occurred in the housing area. I cannot criticise that;
it is very good. The problem is with the basic principle. If an economy is overtaxed and
conditions are such that people do not want to work - and you should listen, Mir Acting
Speaker (Dr Gallop), as you are an academic person and this will assist you - and incentives
are not given or the environment maintained for the economy to produce, problems occur.
That is happening in Australia today. Overtaxing has been introduced. The Prime Minister
has said to the people in the airline industry, "You cannot have a raise. But, by the way, we
are having a hike on our postage allowance. It is not a great increase, it is from $5 000 a year
to $30 000 a year." The Prime Minister has also said to the pilots, "You are no better than
bus drivers; you cannot have an increase."

Mr Troy: Have you compared the level of taxation in OECD countries?

Mr SHAVE: [ am not interested in that. I am talking about what happens in this country. if
the Minister wants to talk about incentives for businesses to operate in this country - and the
Minister is the person supposedly concerned with industrial relations - why would a person
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like Ralph Sarich want to open a business in Australia when GMH have been dealing with a
situation for 40 years where we do not have competitive industries? They are involved with
Sarich who has to get into the world market. I put it to you, Mr Acting Speaker, that that
situation had nothing to do with subsidies or Federal or State Government action in Western
Australia. The situation was that the people who advised Ralph Saiich said, "If you start wit
a plant now in Australia, in two years you will not be competitive." That is not the fault of
the workers; it is our fault. We are the Government; we allow the laws to be changed and
allow people to work a 24-hour week.

A Government member interjected.

Mr SHAVE: I put it to the member that it is not the fault of the workers on the waterfront. In
arn average year they average 24 hours a week on the job. I am sure the member will not
dispute that; if he does, I suggest he check his advice.

Mr D.L. Smith: What are the hours each day?

Mr SHAVE: I have worked as a mnilkcman, a garbage collector and a fisherman. It is
irrelevant. If a person has to work at night, that is the job and it has to be done. I do not say
that people who work at night or during odd hours should not be receiving extra
remuneration. But if we continue to all6w people to work for 24 hours a week and foal them
into thinking that that is a fair thing and that the wages will flowon and the economy will
continue to prosper, we are being unfair not only to the workers but also to everyone else in
the economy. The only way this country will improve is through productivity; the only way
we will increase productivity is through incentives. We cannot go to a person who is being
misled and encouraged to believe that 24 hours constitutes a week's work, and say that the
person is now required to work a 40-hour week. The people must be offered an incentive. I
will make no bones with any Government that says to people that when they return to a
40-hour week the Government will reduce the level of taxation from 35g in the dollar to 250
in the dollar. I know that some members opposite cannot understand, but for those people
who understand basic economnics, that is the only way the economy can be improved in
Western Australia. I notice that even Federal Labor people are now. talking about wage
increases linked to productivity increases. That is amusing because the man who advocates
this new-found formula for improving the economy is the same person who was trying to pull
it down when in the trade union movement. The same man who is standing up and vilifying
the pilots and their union, 10 years ago was saying the pilots were entitled to an increase, Of
course people change their minds.

Let us examine how my constituents will benefit from the wonderful tax increase that the
Government is inflicting on everyone.

Mr Blaikie: When you said that was wonderful, was the word in inverted commas?
Mr SHAVE: I was being sarcastic; perhaps I should have qualified the statement so that
people on the other side could pick it up.

The Minister for Housing usually interjects but she is unusually quiet today. Families are
being split up; people in my electorate are being forced into refuges because of lack of
adequate housing in Western Australia. People are waiting up to four years to receive
suitable Government housing, and some people are not receiving it even then. Recently a
lady rang me from Bunbury; she was very distressed.

A Government member interjected.

Mr SHAVE: I would be happy to refer the lady to the rnember opposite because if he can
assist her I would be more than happy. The lady had a problem with her former husband who
was causing her considerable distress. I was told that she had a child with hearing problems
who had to attend a particular school; the woman was faced with en~ormous difficulties. She
had been raped when pregnant, and the story I heard was heart-rending. This is no reflection
on the people at Homeswest because I understand the way they suffer under the current
Government's policy. I understand how frustrated those officers must be when they tell
people they have to wait four years for a house and not to baffler to apply. The lady
concerned telephoned Homeswest. She was desperate; she had to move from Bunbury
because her former husband had been released from gaol after serving time. She wanted to
come to Perth.
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They could not offer this lady anything, in the end. Someone suggested that she might go
into a refuge, and she was quite happy for the member for Bunbury to talk to her. The lady
could go and live in the refuge with the children and the husband might go and live with his
parents in Bicton, which is in my electorate. That is how sad things axe in Western Australia
in the area of housing; we have a housing crisis. This all comes back to the way the
Government runs the economy and how much spending power people have.

Mrs Beggs: Where did she want to be housed?

Mr SHAVE: She was prepared to be housed in two or three areas.

Mr& P.J. Sm-ith: But not in Brunswick.

Mr SHAVE: No, she wanted to come up to the city because she had a child with a hearing
problem.

Mrs Beggs: Are you saying that Homeswest could not help her?

Mr SHAVE: Not immediately.

Mrs Beggs: I am sure, under the circumstances, that it is quite legitimate to say that in an
emergency situation the person should have been housed in a refuge, but I am sure
Homeswest could have helped eventually.

Mr SHAVE: Minister, I am making the point -

Mrs Beggs: You are not making the point.

Mr SHAVE: If the Minister would like to make a speech, she should get up and make a
speech.

Mr Troy: We want the truth.

Mr SHAVE: That would be very unusual for the Government in this House.
I will move on to health because housing is a disaster and I do not want to embarrass the
Minister any more. Pensioners and low income earners have been waiting years for vital
medical treatment, and the reason they are waiting is that there is no money. That is the
problem. A new health system has been created and the Government told people not to
worry as the public health system would look after them. Everyone - including my blind
aunt - dropped their private health care because the Government was going to look after
them. My aunt waited two years for a cataract operation, and after she had not been in touch
with me for some time I rang her and said, 'How are you going? What is happening?' She
told me that she was not very well as she had had an operation on her eyes for which she had
waited two years, but the operation had been unsuccessful. I asked her why she had waited
two years and she said that she had to wait for the operation to become available. I am
speaking about my mother's sister who is now deceased. I asked her why she did not ring me
and ask for assistance, and she told me that she had been desperate and had picked up the
phone once but did not ring because she thought I had my own family to look after. That was
the situation with a very fine Christian lady who was too proud to ring her nephew; she
wanted to manage her own affairs. What was done to help her? We have been told that there
are some people - I admit that a friend of mine is using the system in this way - who do not
need the public health system to look after them. The way the problem is being solved is that
cuts are made on prescriptions for pensioners and people who should be paying for their own
health care are not doing so.

Mr Taylor: In relation to the cataract surgery, a couple of years ago in association with the
Lions Eye Institute and Professor Constable, we - I admit that it was mainly through the
Lions - set up the Lions Eye Institute special unit to address the question of cataract surgery.
This has virtually eliminated the waiting list for cataract surgery.

Mr SHAVE: That is highly commendable. Moving on -

Mr Troy: You knocked off that one rather quickly.

Mr SHAVE: The Minister lives in a vacuum; there are a lot of people out there in the real
world living in conditions which he would not understand. The Minister has a
chauffeur-driven car.

Mrs Beggs: Don't you have one?
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M~r SHAVE: No, I do not have a chauffeur-driven car.
Mrs Beggs: Don't you have a reasonable income?
Mr SHAVE: Yes, I have a reasonable income, but it is a lesser income than the Minister's.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the member for Melville to address the Chair.
Mr SHAVE: I move to the subject of education. I listened to the member for Kingsley on
the subject of urgently required classrooms which are not being built; I have been through the
same scenario in my electorate. I know that people in my electorate were privileged to have
the Minister for Education and the local member visit thern prior to the last election, but
subsequently the Mlinister has not been able to visit them in spite of recent requests. It is
quite obvious that necessary classrooms are not about to be built. I do not want to get into
the matter of how much money was lost in Rouhwells Ltd, or how much money was lost on
the petrochemical plant, or the fact that if Bond Corporation goes broke we will lose another
$170 million regardless of whether the Premier wins the case, because if Bond Corporation
goes broke the guarantee is not worth 104?; 1 do not want to get into that. If this Government
ran a business in the private sector, it would be bankrupt within the first 12 months. If the
Government were a large corporation in the private sector, and lost $1 million or $1 billion in
business deals - money which could never be recovered - it would be broke.
MR OMODEE (Warren) 15.17 pm]: I am pleased to have the opportunity to speak on the
Budget and to make some serious comments on its ramifications and its contents - or lack of
contents. I cannot help reflecting on the issues before this Parliament in the last two weeks. I
refer to the millions of dollars squandered by this Government on its dealings with failed
businessmen and business ventures of dubious origins. It is important to take note of the fact
that the media are informing the public of Western Australia - who are beginning to realise it
themselves - that the Government has lost its way and on the revelations to date should be
thrown out of office. I quote from The West Australian of 5 September 1989 -

The State Government's foray into a petrochemical development is expected to have
cost at least $330 million by the close of this financial year but there is no prospect of
a return to taxpayers in sight.

Also, I quote from the Daily News of 30 August 1989 which really reinforces my complaints.
It states as follows -

But Mr Dowding is insulting the intelligence of every West Australian if he expects
these amazing revelations of corporate bullying to dilute our desire to find out why
$250 million of public money went down the perro drain.

They are serious comments and I am pleased to see that the media are picking up this
important issue.
I turn now to agriculture, which is one of my shadow portfolio responsibilities. In the
Treasurer's Budget speech, agriculture did not warrant a heading. This industry, which has
operated in this State for decades, has been seriously neglected. On page 8 of his Budget
speech the Treasurer said -

an allocation of $78.3 million to the Department of Agriculture to continue its
important programs on research, extension and protection of our agricultural
industries and the conservation of soil and water resources;

That was the only mention made about agriculture in his speech and it is an absolute disgrace.
On 30 August 1988 the Premier, who was at that time the Treasurer;, said -

Agricultural industries make a major contribution to the continued prosperity of
Western Australia and the nation's balance of payments. To assist the farming
community, $87 million has been allocated to agricultural services, including
important programs of agricultural research for extension and protection of
agricultural industries and for the conservation of soil and water resources.

Of course, the themes are similar, but a few million dollars is missing this year. The
Government has been negligent as far as agriculture is concerned.
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I remind members of the losses incurred by this Government to the Stare. That money could
have been used to provide an incentive, as the member for Melville said earlier, to rural
Western Australia. Those funds could have resulted in a better agricultural industry which
would have been of benefit to the people of this State.

Currently Western Australian farmers are being taxed to the hilt. I am sure if members speak
to tanners they will be told that their major problem is taxation. The losses incurred by the
Government could have been spent on downstream processing of agricunlre products.

Mr Peter Dowding: Your party did nothing in that area when it was in Government.

Mr OMODEI: When I was fanning, farmers were offered incentives to make money which,
in turn, created productivity. The Premier can talk as much as he likes, but he cannot tell me
anything about fanning.

For 160 yeanf this State has been selling its raw resources and it is time this Government
concentrated on value-adding those products.

Recently I had the pleasure of attending, together with several of my colleagues, including
the member for Wellington and the member for Roleystone, the Fruit Growers' Conference
which was held at Bunbury. On that occasion the Minister for Agriculture allowed us to use
the Government aircraft and it was an excellent gesture on his behalf. It was probably the
first time the Government has spent taxpayers' money wisely. I take this opportunity to
thank, on behalf of the fruit growers in this State, the Minister for Agriculture for his prompt
action in relation to the fruit-fly problem. I wonder what would have happened had he not
made a commitment. to the Queensland fruit-fly problem. If he had not been successful, my
colleagues and I may have had to drive to Bunbury.

The Minister is present in this House and he knows what I mean when I say that I have
attended several meetings which he has attended and those in attendance have been receptive
to the talk about droving. bully beef, billy tea and spuds, but when all the talk is over the
goods still have to be delivered. Fanmers will be impressed, but in the end the goods must be
delivered.

Mr Troy: He knows how to deliver. He has a good record when it comes to water supplies
around the State.

Mr OMODEL: I am of the opinion we have serious problems with water supplies. What
concerns me are the comments which have been made by this Government's Federal
contemporaries in regard to providing water and incentives for water conservation. Farmers
need tax incentives for water supply and it is of real concern in both the agriculture arid
horticulture industries. Water is the vital ingredient to ensure that the horticulture and
agriculture industries grow. It is time the Government made sure that future water strategies
will ensure that farmers have free access to water supplies. I am sure the Minister knows
what I mean.

It grieved me to read the attitude of Federal Labor members about future water supplies and
visionary ideas - the Minister knows exactly what I am talking about. Senator Walsh can
criticise the Western Australian Government, but I refer to an article which appeared in the
Albany Advertiser in which Senator Beahan questioned the ideas of this State's Minister for
Water Resources. The article stated -

WATER Resources Minister Ernie Bridge's Ord River pipeline scheme does not
impress Senator Michael Beahan.

The senator, who was in Albany last Thursday and Friday, said that the visionary idea
was being given no consideration at all in the Eastern States.

Members should bear in mind we must rely on Federal funding for any large water supply.
The article continues -

"It is a joke - feasibility studies just don't add up," he said.

Further on it states -

He agrees that if the Greenhouse Effect scenario of decreasing rainfall in the South
West occurs the Government will have to eventually address the water situation.

He acknowledges there is a water problem but at the same time he denigrates the Minister
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for Water Resources. I say unequivocally that the study to which dhe Minister has referred
will have no benefits to the State. Western Australia has a number of options available to it
with regard to water supplies and I refer to the Canning Basin, the south west aquifer, the
Fitzroy River and to a number of south west rivers. I see no problem in looking at the
potential of those sources for water supplies.

I refer now to the loss by this State of $330 million which was recently the subject of an
article in The West Australian. That sum of money would have generated huge growth in this
State's agricultural industry. We must remember that the rural people of this State have
carried this State for decades and I am sure members opposite would not dispute that.

The Government must rekindle the fire in the bellies of the State's rural community. The
taxation revenue of this Government from 1983 to 1989 has severely hampered them.
Mr Peter Dowding; That is not true.

Mr OMODEI: It is true. Taxation in this State has increased from $400 million-odd to
$1.2 billion.

This Budget does little to encourage rural Western Australia. In fact, it is an insult to them. I
call on the Government to reassess its rural strategy and to provide an incentive to farmers
and small business in rural Western Australia.

The association between agriculture and die environment is of interest and members would
have noticed that the environment received a prominent heading in the Treasurer's Budget
speech.

Mr Peter Dowding: What did you say when your colleagues opposed the Shannon River
National Park?

Mr OMOOBI: I thought they were wrong. What has that got to do with rural Western
Australia, water supplies and the environment?
Mr Peter Dowding: I did not hear what you said. Did you say you thought they were right?

Mr Pearce: Can we have the position clarified?

Mr Peter Dowding: Did you say right or wrong?

Mr OMODEI: I said I thought they were wrong.

[Questions without notice taken.]

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm
Mr OMODE!: I wish to clarify statements that I made on the Shannon River Basin in answer
to interjections by die Premnier before the dinner suspension. I want the record to show that
my stand on the Shannon River Basin is well and truly documented. When I was president of
the Manjiniup Shire Council it was made clear that the council supported a section of the
Shannon River Basin's inclusion in a national park.

Mr Thomas: Which section?

Mr OMODEI: Forty three per cent of the total area of those MPAs or management priority
areas.

Mr Thomas: What about the northern part?

Mr OMODEI: We proposed it be cut.

Mr Thomas: Is that still your position?

Mr OMODEI: Yes. The Manjimup Shime proposed that part be set aside as national park and
part be managed for wood production. The Liberal Party policy on that was a coincidence.
At that time I had no political aspirations but the deceptions of the Government at that time
over that issue caused me to be where I am today.

The losers in that Shannon River Basin dispute were the conservationists and the people of
that district.

Mr Thomas: What happened to die forest?

Mr OMODEI: What would the member know about forestry?
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The losers in that debate were the people of the district and the conservationists who wanted
to reserve chose areas. The timber industry went into the adjacent area of the weld and deep
river catchmients and took prime karri forests and left the moribund State forest in Shannon.
Had it been done in the correct manner all of those areas would have been rehabilitated.
Mr Pearce: Why were you so shy about telling us this before dinner?
Mr OMODEI: I supported the Shannon River Basin National Park before the dinner
adjournment.
Mr Pearce: Are you suggesting that you do not support it after dinner?
Mr OMODEI: That was the shire's stand on the matter and the Minister can check it.
In returning to my comments on the environment, the Treasurer, in his Budget speech, said -

At a time of widespread and growing community concern about environmental issues,
this Budget strikes the right balance between economic need and the preservation of
our lifestyle.

Further, he said -
Along with our Federal colleagues this Government is committed to aresting and
reversing salinity and soil erosion of our rural land by the turn of the century.

Mr D.L. Smith: Hear, hear!
Mr OMODET: I also agree. However, the amount allocated for that purpose in this Budget
has made it almost impossible. Once again, the Government has been very strong on
rhetoric, but weak on action. An amount of $350 000 has been allocated in the Budget to
support soil conservation districts. Members should be aware that there are 104 soil
conservation districts in Western Australia. My sums reveal that that allows for an allocation
of $3 365 to each soil conservation district. How much land degradation and how many
salinity problems will be redressed for $3 365?
An amount of $600 000 has been allocated to eight shires in the south west. The Minister for
South-West will be aware that that amount has been allocated over a four year period
allowing for $150 000 for each of the four years. That amount is supposed to assist in
solving land degradation problems. At a time when shires are considering undertaking their
own land use studies, this Government is wasting millions of dollars a week on payments for
the petrochemical project.
The agricultural and minig industries are the lifeblood of this State and many areas involved
in those industries have suffered as a result of losses incurred by this Government's
involvement with business. The Government's losses of an amount in excess of $400 million
would have provided 100 schools, 40 hospitals, 500 aged facilities or 1 000 education and
TAfl centres in this State.
There are many examples of areas that have been ignored in my electorate by this abysmal
Budget. In his speech in 1988, the Premier made a commuitment to a new Warren District
Hospital and referred to an allocation in the Budget of $8.4 million and to a fiurther allocation
of $800 000 to be expended in that year.
Last year the amount was $8.4 million, If my estimation is correct, that amount has been
reduced to $8 million in this year's Budget. Bearing in mind inflation and all the other
factors which affect the economy. I believe that allocation should have been increased rather
than decreased. The Budget document states that $679 000 is to be allocated and my
investigations reveal that that amount has already been spent. In fact, no allocation is
provided in this year's Budget, apart from a measly sum for repairs and maintenance. Thes
items were covered in the local newspaper. A headline in the Warren-B lackwood Times of 6
September read "Hospital Budget snub" and the article stated -

"Warren District Hospital was one of a number of projects deferred as a result of close
re-examination by the Government of its works in progress," Mr Wilson said.
"A sum of $100,000 has been set aside for maintenance work at the hospital which
would be allocated as the hospital sees fit."

I quote from the chairman of the hospital board who said -
... six years of work had "gone down the drain".
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The article continued -

"The board's first responsibility will be to assess the serious shortcomings and to
ensure patients and hospital users do not suffer as a result of the no funding from the
Budget," Mr Dawn said.

He is also quoted as saying -

*... this year's expected Budget allocation was the third consecutive time the hospital
board, staff and community were disappointed.
"More than six years ago the Health Department told us our hospital must be
redeveloped," Mr Dawn said.
"The Department told us to cease maintenance then and planning for the
redevelopment started then."

The SPEAKER: Order! Will members who are holding their rather noisy, private meetings
in the Chamber either desist or depart from the Chamber.
Mr OMODEL: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I am sure that the people of the Warren electorate
would be disappointed at the attitude of members opposite.
This is a very important issue and members opposite can make fun of it if they like. I quote
from a further article in the Press under the heading "Budget no to hospital funding affects
staff'. The administrator is reported as saying that -

..the hospital's 150 staff members were "absolutely stunned" by the Government's
attitude.
He said they found the decision not to fund the redevelopment mast demoralising.
We will find difficulty in motivating staff to provide services as a result.

That quote comes directly from the staff of the Warren District Hospital. It continues -

Staff have been closely involved in planning the redevelopment only to have the
whole thing thrown back into their face on a number of occasions.
They cannot continue to work in old buildings and a building style which was not
functional.

Mr D.L. Smith: It will be done next year.
Mr OMODEI: I hope the Hansard reporter records chat interjection. The nursing director is
reported as saying -

. .. the way the buildings were at the present, there was difficulty in providing a high
standard of nursing.

A series of letters have been written by the hospital board and the Ministry for Health over a
number of years. Some were written by the previous Minister for Health, Mr Hodge, and
others by the present Minister. I refer to a letter dated 15 September 1988 from the present
Minister for Health, and it should be borne in mind that there was a possibility of an election
in October of that year. The letter states -

It is with great pleasure I am able to confirm that the Government is to make available
Capital Works funds in excess of $8m. to undertake the redevelopment of the Warren
District Hospital.
I would like to place on record my appreciation for the co-operation and input that has
been provided by the Board, and Hospital Executive in resolving an appropriate
strategy for the redevelopment. I look forward to your assistance as the project is
developed.

I will let members judge for themselves the efforts of the Goverrnent in providing essential
services for the south west.
I refer now to the Pemberton school. Members will be aware that this school has been
referred to in the Budget and statements have been made about a new school at Pemberton to
the value of $2.3 million. An amount of $200 000 has been allocated for this purpose in this
year's Budget. I welcome that commitment. However, I am concerned that if the present
trends continue the same thing will happen to the Pemberton school as happened to the
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Warren District Hospital. I caution the Government that the people of the Warren electorate,
particularly those in Manjimup and Pemberton, will judge the Government very harshly if no
action is taken in the near future.
Mr D.L. Smith: The Pemberton school and the Warren District Hospital will be built and the
credit should go to Dave Evans.
Mr OMODEI: No credit to the shire or the hospital board? Should all the credit go to Dave
Evans?
Mr D.L. Smith: Most of the credit; he was a very good local member.
Mr OMODEI: He may have been, and I have the greatest respect for him as a member.
However, over a long period while he was the member the hospital was in a very poor state
of repair. In addition, the only building redevelopment carried out at the Warren District
Hospital was done when a Liberal Government was in office. I do not think this Government
has much to boast about with regard to hospital facilities in Manjimup.
I turn now to housing: A number of country towns in the Warren electorate urgently need
additional housing. The allocation for housing in that area in this year's Budget is nil, apart
from the frail aged organisation at Dunreath cottages and homes for the Augusta frail aged.
The Minister for Housing has made great capital about the work of Homeswest, and I am sure
it does a good job, but it is necessary to ensure that it has the capital to proceed with its
commnitments.
Mr D.L. Smith: Your question on Homeswest building programs in the south west was
premature. The allocation of houses being conssmucted has not been done yet.
Mr OMODEX: The response I received this week to a question on notice indicates that 162
applications for housing have been made for the towns of Augusta, Bridgetown, Manjunup,
Walpole, Pemberton and others. If that is the best the Government can do to provide housing
in the south west, it is not satisfactory. Some of those towns have demands for 60 houses.
Mr D.L. Smith: The allocation has not been made yet. That area may get some of the
allocation.
Mr OMODEI: I am sure the Minister's comments will be recorded, and I will pass them to
the people who will be affected by this allocation. I am sure they will judge the Government
accordingly when the allocations are finally made.
Referring once more to the Pemberton school and the commitment made by the Government
for future funding, I understand this entails preprimiary to year 7 with a possibility of classes
to year 10. The Pemberton community views that comm-itment with some concern as it
believes there should be a K-l0 school at Pemberton. The answers I have received to
questions on notice indicate that a full-scale demographic survey of the area was not carried
out, even though officers had visited the district. It is one of the fastest growing tourist towns
in the south west and in my opinion such a study should have been carried out. Members will
be aware of the articles which appeared in the newspapers throughout the Stare. The
Pemberton School was described as "a disaster waiting to happen", yet that school received
$200 000 in this year's Budget for prelimninary plans, As that situation was recognised by the
Minister, the ministry and the Government, this school should have received an increase.
Mvr D.L. Smith: That $200 000 is part of the $2.3 million,
Mr OMODEL: I recognise that. However, $800 000 was allocated to the Warren District
Hospital; what happened to the $8 million?
Mr D.L. Smith: Take an assurance to Pemberton that the school will be constructed next
year.
Mr OMODEI: A K-10 school?
Mr D.L. Smith: I canntot give than assurance.
Mr OMODEI: Why not? It will increase in size with the demand in the tourist industry in
that area. A special rural zone containing 500 blocks will be set up on the outskirts of die
town. Surely that will provide the necessary numbers to justify it.
Mr DiL. Smith: That will be a matter for you and I to talk to the ministry about.
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Mr OMODEI: I welcome that; I am sure the record will show that conversation.
I move now to another pant of my shadow portfolio, the area of the south west, and I refer,
first, to the developments taking place in respect of the mineral sands industry. I note the
Minister for South-West's responses to my letters, which asked the Minister whether there
was a long term economic and social impact study of the area, bearing in mind that the south
west is very rich in mineral sands, coal and lithium. I believe the Minister has fallen down in
his duty in not having a long term study made of the south west.
Mr D.L. Smith: Do you support the two projects?
Mr OMODEI: Yes.
Mr D.L. Smith: Do you believe that both mines should proceed as planned?
Mr OMODEI: Yes.
Mr D.L. Smith: The only issue then is what will be the social and environmental impact of
chose two projects.
Mr OMODEI: Two projects are being planned at the moment. There are large reserves of
minerals in the lower south west, and no comprehensive study has been done of the impact on
the future development of the south west. The Minister has been negligent in that area, and
there are a number of people in the south west who are very disappointed with his attitude.
The study into the transportation of mineral sands has been going on for a number of months.
We have heard through the media that the Minister set up a committee but then gagged that
committee from releasing information.
Mr D.L. Smith: That committee was not set up by me; it was set up by the shire.
Mr OMODEI: The mineral sands commuittee was disbanded and gagged, and the Augusta-
Margaret River Shire is not very happy with the way things are going in the south west in
respect of long term studies.
Mr D.L. Smith: That is not what it has told me.
Mr OMODEI: There are a number of committees - an advisory commnittee, the Leeuwin
conservation group, the task force committee, and the BHP consultative committee - but they
are not being coordinated. There is another study from the Minister's office, which is so
confidential that none of the shires has been asked for its opinion.
Mr D.L. Smith: They will all be coordinated by the Department of Resources Development
and the Department for the Environment.
Mr OMODEL: The Minister needs to allocate sufficient resources to ensure that the long
termn impact study is put in place.
I refer now to the comments made in the Press about the South West Development Authority,
and the attitude of the authority to those comuments. It is a fact that every time we on this side
of the House ask questions about the South West Development Authority, we are accused of
political grandstanding. This week the South Western Times has finally waken up to the
South West Development Authority. The Minister can threaten them as much as he likes, but
the people of the south west realise that the South West Development Authority - bearing in
mind that I was a member of the original South West Development Authority advisory
comrnuttee -

Mr D.L. Smith: Do you support the expression, "cooking the books"? Do you think that was
a fair representation?
Mr OMODEL: No. I think the South Western Times has clarified the statement.
Mr Blaikie: Who threatened the South Western Times? The Minister did.
Mr D.L. Smith: I have not threatened them. I have not been in touch with them.
Mr Court: You have been borrowing money and giving it away as grants, with no hope of
ever getting the money back. You do not borrow money to give it away for grants!
Mr OMODEK: The interesting observation in the Press this week is that -

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member is clearly trying to make a speech, and members on
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both sides of the House are not assisting. [ ask members not to shout over the person who
has been given the call.
Mr OMODEI: It is obvious from the Minister's attitude that he is very sensitive about the
issue. The South West Development Authority is a very wotthwhile organisation, and the
members of that organisation are people of great integrity. However, the influence of this
Governiment on that regional development authority has caused it to become a political arm
of this Government, ahd the people of the south west are fast waking up to that fact. The
Minister cannot hand out grants and buy votes for ever and a day because people will wake
up.
Mr D.L. Smith: For what period were you on the advisory committee?
Mr OMODEL: For two years - 1983 and 1984.
The shires in the south west view very dimly the huge increases in the budget of the South
West Development Authority compared with their increases in funds fromn Government
sources. I believe the Minister will face a severe backlash if he does not scant to put those
moneys through the local authorities, rather than standing up in this House and claiming
credit for projects that have actually been formulated by the local people and local
authorities, as he did last week. There were people from the Manjimup Shire in this Chamber
on that night, and they viewed very dimly the Minister's comments.
[ am very disappointed with the allocations which this Government has made to my
electorate. I believe the Government needs to reassess many of its programs. It is all very
well and good to say we wif get funding next year, but the people have been waiting for
these projects for many years. The projects need to be reapprised as soon as possible.
MR WIESE (Wagin) 17.56 pm]:. This is the first rime that I have taken the opportunity to
speak in the House as the member for the new electorate of Wagin. Wagin is a major rural
seat, representing some of the best and most productive - and, I might add, some of the most
reliable - farming land in Western Australia. It therefore makes a great contribution to the
prosperity of this State, and I am sure it will continue to do so.
It disappoints me at times - and this Budget is no exception - when I see how little comes into
the electorate of Wagin in the form of the provision of Government services and facilities,
compared with what leaves the area by way of taxation. It appears in this Budget that rural
areas in general, and the electorate of Wagin in particular, have once again received scant
attention from this Government. I am disappointed that the Budget will once again have a
severe effect upon the ordinary working men and women of Western Australia.
Rather than what has happened in previous Budgets, which rook money directly from the
pockets of working people and transferred it to other areas, this Budget has done it indirectly;
but the result is going to be exactly the same. It has taken about $60 million from the
business enterprises of Western Australia, especially small business. I believe that $60
million is going to be passed directly back to the consumers of Western Australia by way of
price rises and increases because small business is unable to shoulder any more of the burden.
Their margins are so fine that they are forced to pass these extra taxes and charges back to the
consumer. Once again it is going to be the ordinary working man and woman of Western
Australia who will be hurt most severely by this Budget.
I want to move on from thaz brief general comment on the Budget strategy to talk about some
specific areas of the Budget and some specific areas of the Wagin electorate. However,
before I do that I want to make some comments on the fanning industry as I see it now. I am
prompted to do this by an incident in die House about two or three weeks ago when the
Minister for Agriculture returned from the field day at Dowerin singing the praises of the
farming industry and berating National Parry members for talking down farm prospects
instead of talking about them in a manner which reflected what he believed he had seen
displayed at Dowerin. I cannot blame the Minister for being very impressed by what be saw
at Dowerin because, quite frankly, the Dowerin field day is a magnificent display of goods,
plant, machinery, inventions and everything to do with rural industry. It is very impressive
for someone who perhaps sees it for the first time. What the Minister did not see or take into
account when he made his cormments I believe were the invisible effects of inflation on the
Western Australian producers and farmers and on their ability and willingness to go out and
buy.
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One of the messages that has come back from the round of field days just concluded is that
while there has been considerable interest by farmers attending these field days there has
been little purchasing of equipment and goods on display. I believe that is a reflection of two
things; firstly, of the effects of inflation on some of the machinery prices. To illustrate that to
the Minister and to members of the Government, it is important that members listen and take
note of what is really happening in the agricultural industry. Three years ago I bought a 2.50
horsepower tractor; it is a big four wheel drive vehicle which cost me $120 000. At Dowerin
field day recently there was a tractor on display that would not be a third of the size - about
120 horsepower, two wheel drive, two wheel assist; a very ordinary average farming tractor -
for sale at $108 000. It would not do half the work, did not have half the capacity or ability
to produce, yet it cost almost the same as the tractor twice the size tee years ago. That is a
reflection of what is happening in niral industry and what cost increases the farmers are being
forced to bear.
I would like to give the Minister and members of the Government another example of what is
happening. I have a couple of figures that have come out recently in one of the Australian
Wool Corporation's publications providing estimates of the costs of harvesting, marketing
and the distribution of raw wool from the sheep's back to the overseas mills. There is a very
clear message in these figures. Crutching in January 1989 cost 10.81t per kilo, up I I per cent
since January 1988. Shearing cost is up [5 per cent in 12 months;, wages for classers. and
shed hands are up 15 per cent in 12 months; wool pressing is up 12 per cent in four months.
The total in-shed costs have risen by 14 per cent in 12 months - double the rise in inflation in
the general community. That is something the Governiment should remember when thinking
about rural industry and the profitability of fanning. The costs of packing and transport are
up 6 per cent over the same period; costs of warehousing, brokers'* commission up
27 per cent; tests, handling and insurance up 34 per cent. The total of the average
warehousing and sales costs of wool over 12 months has risen by 18 per cent. In brief the
total direct costs to the wool producers in Western Australia have risen over 12 months by
20 per cent. Compare that with the average increase of inflation of around 7 per cent and I
believe it gives a picture of what is happening and of some of the problems we are facing in
rural industry.
Look at what is happening with the price we are receiving for some of the goods we are now
selling. Wool prices have dropped by approximately 40 per cent in 12 months and our costs
are still rising. What are we looking at for sheep prices in the coming 12 months? For older
wethers, the Government's guess is as good as mrine but at the moment they are down by
approximately 100 per cent on last year's prices. For young wethers one would expect to
receive around 60 or 70 per cent less this year than last year for the same stock. At this time
last year older ewes were being sold for meat at an average of about $12 to $15 per head.
Now the same ewes are selling for between 200 and $3 per head. These are actual prices
from the saleyards within the last two weeks. [ cannot even work out a percentage on that,
but it is an enormous drop from $12 a head to 200 for old ewes.
Old ewes which would go to the graziers' market and would be used by other producers to
produce fat lambs last year yielded around $20 a head. This year, if I am lucky, I expect to
receive about $5 to $ 10 - an expected drop of 100 to 400 per cent on stock sales. These are
enormous drops in income and will have enormous effects on the future. Grain looks to be
similar to last year but, once again, unfortuately many farmers. throughout the State are
looking disaster in the face each day that they go without rain. Because of the weather
farmers are unable to get lambs booked with the Lamb Board to be killed. Farm are
extremely short of feed right now, a situation which is getting worse day by day as stock
remain on the faints. The income side of the picture is certainly not as rosy as the Minister
seemed to think when he came back from Dowerin that day.
I am glad the Minister had a good day up there. I hope I am not spoiling it by passing this on,
but I think it is very important for the Government to understand the situation.
Mr Bridge: My assessment was based on the degree of enthusiasm displayed by the farmers.
They are the ones who told me of what seemingly was a very exciting situation. I did not
make that judgment in isolation; I was merely going on their views.
Mr WIESE: I absolutely accept that, Minister. The picture I iam putting is, I believe,
probably a lot closer to reality than the situation to which the Minister referred. If I am
pessimistic and they are optimistic, somewhere in between is closer to the real situation.
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Mr Bridge interjected.
Mr WIESE: It is terrific. One should have a look at the expenditure side - at superphosphate,
fuel, freight and all of chose items, which are continuing to rise well above the rate of
inflation. One should look at the interest rates which farmers are being forced to pay at the
moment. This was brought home fairly strongly to me just last week when I was offered an
overdraft of 23.25 per cent; I was told that if I went over my limit I would pay well over
24 per cent. It is interesting that this figure was based on my electorate account rather than
my farm account; it was probably pi reflection of the bank's assessment of Parliament as a
method of earning one's living. That is the soft of interest rate which is being paid out there
in the community at present. It is hurting, and it is hurting badly; unfortunately it will flow
back right throughout the community.
I would like to comment now on local government. Firstly, I refer to the JULA congress
which was held in Perth recently. I think of it as a conference; however, it was an
outstanding success despite the fact that the pilots' strike prevented approximately 300 people
from attending it. I believe that 1400 people attended the final winding up function of the
congress. It was a great success and a great credit to all of those who were involved in any
way in the organising and munning of that conference. I think that they are all to be roundly
congratulated by this House. I would also like to comment on the Minister for Local
Government, Hon Kay Hallahan. On each occasion [ was lucky enough to be present at the
congress, the Minister was also there; I believe she was a very gracious and charming
representative of Parliament and of the Government. She did a great job as hostess for the
many visitors who attended that function and I pay credit to her for that.
Mr Thompson: She had good trainiing; I beat her in 1980.
Mr WIESE: I amn sure that had something to do with it.
Coming closer to home in respect of local goverrnent, I would like to comment briefly about
the process going on in local government at the moment. Probably the major item facing
councils of this State over the next 12 to 18 months will be the complete redrawing of the
Local Government Act. This redrawing of the Act will, I believe, rake local government into
the twenty-first century. The principles and issues paper has been circulated widely
throughout local government and to some degree among the local comnmunity. I understand
the Minister's department is getting considerable feedback on it. I have attended a couple of
briefings and meetings which took place between local government councils in that respect,
and I believe a strong message is going back to the Government and to the Minister from
those gatherings. I hope very much that the Minister will take notice of that message from
the local government authorities and their representatives. I hope the Government will not
ignore the many submissions relating to the election of councillors, the changing of local
government boundaries and the need for some degree of general competence within local
government. I hope the Minister will look closely at the proposals and answers coming back,
and will take notice of them. I hope she will not proceed to implement a political agenda for
local government which this Government may well have, and in so doing ignore the voice of
ratepayers, who really comprise local government in this State.
One of the clauses in the final declaration of that Perth IULA congress struck me as being
very meaningful in the context of the current redrafting of the Local Government Act. This
clause, which was accepted by all the delegates present at the congress, said in effect that the
congress emphasised that local governments must be assured not only of the necessary legal
structures within which to operate, but also the necessary means, both financial and
administrative, to be able to pursue their policies.
That is something local government and this Parliament need to take on board very strongly
because local government is the third arm of government in Australia. It perfonns an
enormous task and it does so on a very restricted basis. It depends largely upon the State and
Federal Governments for its funding to enable it to do its job properly. I am afraid at the
present moment local government is being put under enormous financial pressure because of
changes to the methods of funding, grants distribution and road funding. It is finding it
increasingly difficult to perform its task. I hope that this Government will take note of the
resolution of the JULA congress.
I now wish to comment briefly on one of my shadow portfolio responsibilities, the
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environment. The environment is a very vast subject; it is an extremely important aspect of
our lif in Western Australia and in Australia. It is a subject which now has a high profile in
the public mind. I believe it is arn aspect of life upon which we will all have to place much
more importance if the world as we know it today is to survive. In Australia the
environmental debate has, to my way of thinking, focused in a major way on the effects of
agricultural pursuits over the last 200 years. Emphasis has been placed on the increase in
salinity, damage to the land and soil structure by wind and water, the loss of vegetation and
all the associated aspects of that problem. I do not think it is bad that this debate is
happening. However, the farming commnunity, and the agricultural community generally,
began to wake up to this problem something like 20 years ago. Over the last 15 or so years
the farming community has been taking steps to start correcting the problems it has seen out
there on the land it is fanming. In the last five years the environment has become very
topical; everyone has begun to jump on the environmental bandwagon. It seems to me that
the real debate has focused increasingly on agriculture as being the major cause of land
degradation and environmental problems in Australia. One could probably catty it outside
Australia into the world situation.
There is a very great need for some balance in the debate when we are talking about
environmental matters. It needs to be recognised and accepted that farming communities
have for some considerable rime been trying to rectify and cope with the problems that are
seen as important to their farms. They have been doing this wit minimunm help from either
the commuunity or the Government; they have been doing it with their own resources, and in
many cases, have been doing it in a pioneering manner without any research backing or base.
It is a terrible tragedy that they have been willing to put a lot of their own money on the line
in raking measures - often drastic measures - to try to rectify the situation. This speaks very
highly of their commitment to improving the environment and correcting the mistakes that
have been made over the last 200 years. It is an enormous expenditure for them because just
to fence in a six hectare site, which is roughly 300 metres by 200 metres or a 15 acre site, a
kilomnetre of fencing is required regardless of whether it is to rehabilitate already damaged
soil - be it wind blown or salt affected - or to establish trees. The farmer will be looking at
something like $1 000 or $1 500 in materials for the fencing. On top of that there is the
labour to put up the fence, and if the cost of planting the trees or the establishment of salt
bushes is added, the fanner is looking at $500 to $1 000 per hectare for the seed and trees.
To re-establish that six hectare site something close to $ 10 000 is involved. A great number
of fanners are spending that sort of money, and have been doing so for many years. That is
the sort of commitment that they have been prepared to make to improve the environment
and correct some of the environmental mistakes.
I contrast that with what we are seeing in the metropolitan area where the majority of
Western Australians live. In this area every man, woman and child is pumping something
like 15 tonnes per year of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, and millions of tonnes of
polluted water is running off houses and roads into the sea, or worse still, into the
underground aquifers. These aquifers underlie the city of Perth and are polluted with tonnes
of chemical fertilisers from hundreds of thousands of gardens.
Mr Thompson: To say nothing of the septic systems.
Mr WIESE: Yes, to say nothing of the septic systems, of which we still have plenty, putting
their form of pollution back into the underground aquifers.
This ever increasing urban sprawl is destroying vegetation and the environment in a harmful
maimer. On the outskirts of Perth we are destroying our water courses and we are destroying
and polluting the lakes and swamps which abound in the metropolitan and surrounding areas.
The aquifers which supply a large proportion of Perth's water supplies are being depleted
faster than they are being replenished by rainfall. Over the last five years or so I have noticed
every rime I have come over the Bedfordale hill into the metropolitan region from the great
southern area that the whole of the metropolitan area is covered by a haze of what would
appear to be smoke; I accept that this is really a combination of fuel emissions, smoke, and
industrial gases and wastes that is being poured into the atmosphere by an ever expanding
population in the city and ever expanding industrial activity in Perth and surrounding areas.
It is time something was done to tackle the problem. A balance is needed and it is time to
Stant looking at some of these environmental problems and not just those out in the
agricultural and fanning areas of the State - I do not mean ignore those problems, but
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let us start looking at some of the real problems that we have here where the majority of
people live.
There is an urgent need for long term planning in Western Australia to tackle the problem of
growth in the ever increasing urban sprawl. We are rapidly approaching the maximum size
this city should be allowed to reach. If that is the case, we need some positive planning
initiatives to site industry growth away from Perth and the metropolitan area. We need to
look at identifying other areas in Western Australia where development can take place. We
need to look at establishing infrastructurs such as ports, power, roads and rail which will be
necessary to locate the development and the new population centres away from Perth. What
is happening in the Bunbuzy region at Kemerton is a good example of what we need to
encourage; that is, to get some heavy industry away from the metropolitan rea. If something
is not done, in the foreseeable future this metropolitan area will develop into a Perth that we
would not wish upon our children. It will be a sprawl that will range from the north of
Yanchep through to Bunbury. That is something that we should not encourage.
Mr D.L. Smith: There is a definite precursor for locating industry in that it must operate
economically in those areas.
Mr WIESE: I have spoken before in this House about the need for a petrochemical industry
in this State, but to locate a petrochemrical industry a Kwinana is a potential environmental
disaster. To establish a petrochemical industry in the Kwinana area would be absolute folly
on the Government's part. A petrochemical industry should be located at another centre such
as in the Pilbara or the Geraldton region; however, I will not buy into that argument at this
time. A petrochemical industry should not be established within the metropolitan area, but
such a development, in another population centre of Western Australia, should be used as the
base around which another industrial area can grow , I hope this Government will take some
note of my comments and will conmmence new planning processes. Regardless of whether
this Government is in office in three or four years' time or whether the Opposition is in
Government, moves should be made now to plan for the future. The problems regarding the
environment in the metropolitan area should be addressed and, to some extent, rectified. If
we allow uncontrolled growth of industry to continue within the metropolitan area I do not
think members or their children will be proud or happy to live within the city.
I have nmany other areas I would like to have covered in this Budget debate, but I will raise
them during the Committee stage.
Mrt Deputy Speaker, is the clock correct or do I have another 12 minutes available to me?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member has two minutes remaining.
Mr WIESE: Stamp duty and payroll tax are two items I will address in other debates which
will take place in this House. It is alarming that the Government continues to load these costs
on industry in this State. It really is time that small business and industry were given a break
and were given some sort of encouragement to do what they do best; that is, producing, and
providing jobs, income and wealth to the people of Western Australia.

Points of Order
Mr HOUSE: Mr Deputy Speaker, I put it to you that the clock is, indeed, incorrect. In my
opinion the member has another I I minutes in which to speak.
Mr THOMPSON: The correct time was put up on the display - I am the next speaker and I
have a vested interest in watching the clock. Forty-five minutes was displayed; however, it
seems to me that the clock is counting a little faster than it should.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will consult with the Clerk. I was not in the Chair when the
member commenced his speech.
After consultation we have decided to give the -member the benefit of the doubt. I did check
die clock about 10 minutes ago when it read that there were I I minutes remaining. However,
under the circumstances and taking everything into account, the member will be given
another 11I minutes .
Mr CLARKO: On a point of order -
The D 'EPUTY SPEAKER: I have made my ruling.
A71481-5
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Mr CLARKO: I am not contesting your ruling, Mr Deputy Speaker. That is the last thing I
would do. I believe there has been some trouble with the clock for some time and I wonder
whether you would ask the Speaker to rectify this matter.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sure that the Speaker has the mailer under control. I do not
think the member for Marmion was in the Chamber at the time but the Speaker did mention
that he would have the matter considered urgently by the Building Management Authority. I
agree that it has gone beyond a joke.

Debate Resumed

Mr WIESE: Thank you very much, Mr Deputy Speaker. I can but agree with your ruling,
having watched the clock and being under the impression that I would conclude my speech at
8.45 pm.

Mr Gordon Hill: You axe clock watching.
Mr WIESE: That is right. There are clock watchers in the country also.

I take the opportunity during the last remaining 10 minutes of my time to comment on
matters in my electorate which need to be brought to the attention of the Government in the
hope that it will do something about them.

As members would be aware, in the last month or so many wool consolidation centres
throughout the agricultural area of Western Australia have been closed. We are facing the
situation where the remaining wool consolidation centres are under threat of closure in the
near future if Westrail is not able to transport wool economically. As a result, many
thousands of bales of wool that would normally have been transported by rail have been
transported by road. It is a most undesirable situation because the semitrailers used to
transport the wool to Fremantle add to the wear and tear of our roads. The situation will
become far worse if the remaining centres which have been allowed to remain open are
closed or if Westrail's prices are set at such a level that it will become uncompetitive with
road transport.

The Katanning wool centre handles 50 000 bales of wool per year; that is, in the vicinity of
500 semitrailer loads. Those vehicles will be forced onto our roads if Westrail moves out of
the operation of transport ing wool. Between 100 000 and 120 00 bales of wool are handled
by the Albany wool centre and currently that wool is being transported to Fremantle by rail.
If the centre is forced to transport that wool by road it would mean another 1 200 sernitrailers
will be using our roads. It would result in a lot of extra heavy traffic which really should be
transported by rail.

Westrail can see that it will save $600 000 a year by withdrawing its services for the transport
of wool from the wool consolidation centres. The saving of $600 000 a year to Westrail will
represent an enormous extra cost to the community. I point out to members that if there is
one mare accident involving a truck and a motor vehicle as a result of the extra traffic on the
roads, the cost incurred would far outweigh the $600 000 Westrail proposes to save. The
attitude of the Government and of Westrail regarding the transportation of wool and the
closure of the wool consolidation centres is a bad mistake.

I hope the Government does not compound its mistake by closing the remaining centres and
withdrawing Westrail services from the transportation of wool as that would lead to great
problems out in the community.

Another aspect upon which I will touch briefly tonight is the proposal to cease funding some
of the JobLink projects around the country. [ refer specifically to the Kan~ork options
centre mn Katanning which was opened in 1986. Since that time the centre has provided an
invaluable service to the town and region of Katanning. It has received wonderful support
from the community, local government and business people in the area. It has provided
training and job placement for a great number of unemployed people in the Katanning area.
Katanning does not have the luxury of a technical school, or a similar training facility. The
Katanning centre has provided a venue and support services for many of the TAfl and
similar type courses provided. My part tine secretary in my office at Katanning is a product
of the Kan~ork centre. She had been out of the work force for 15 years and did a word
processing course, literary link work and an office skills course at the centre. She is now in
productive employment in the community. Without the centre she would never have been
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able to get back into the work force. There are dozens of such examples which have been
brought to my attention since the possibility of the closure of that centre was raised some
weeks ago.
The Kanork centre has provided training and experience for many unemployed and
unskilled people in the region generally. It has covered an extremely wide range of courses
from welding and metalwork projects right through to an excellent project in which a number
of young people in the community were given an opportunity to learn to drive heavy trucks
and eventually obtain drivers' licences through a course conducted using Katanning Shire
Council's heavy trucks. Those people would never have had an opportunity to do that in any
other way as to obtain that sort of training on the open market through a driver training
course would have cost them upwards of $1 000 each. However, they were able to do that
course and obtain a C class licence thus becoming a great deal more employable through
taking part in that project. It provides many other benefits such as a drop in centre where
people have been able to go to meet each other, especially young people with no where else
to go. It has provided a home for one hour per week for a group encouraging public speaking
who have been taught meeting procedures. Many young people have been to the centre
seeking assistance and have taken part in the courses after they were encouraged to join mn.
By taking part in those courses they have developed public speaking skills and a great deal
more confidence in their ability to express themselves to a potential employer.
It is absolutely essential that the KanWork centre is not allowed to close as that would be a
significant loss to the people of Katanning and the region; more especially it would be a great
loss to those people who so desperately need the services it provides. It is interesting that
there is a wide range of people in Katanning who need the sorts of services that it offers.
Katanning has a large pool of casual labour. The meat works close for three or four months a
year, and often for longer. There is a large work force of shearers who again have only a part
time job. These people have been able through that centre to expand their skills in order to
obtain new talents so that they can seek employment in areas where they would not otherwise
have been able to gain it. I thank members for their indulgence in listening to my remarks
and hope that the Government takes on board my comments and will take some positive steps
to address the inequities I have tried to point out in my remarks tonight.
MRS WATKINS (Wanneroo) (8.47 pm]: This is probably the first time I have risen in this
House as the member for Wanneroo. It is a privilege to serve the people of Wanneroo. It is
also a great privilege to be able to speak in this Budget debate. I will first address the subject
of the Wanneroo Hospital and will say a little in praise of the staff of that hospital. I have
been a patient at the Wanneroo Hospital on a number of occasions and also have a daughter
who works there. They do a tremendous job. It has been wonderful to see provision in this
Budget for the upgrading of its excellent emergency service.
I must criticise the speech made earlier by the member for Kingsley in which she suggested
there is quite a delay before people are able to obtain speech therapy at the Wanneroo
Hospital. She suggested that it takes 13 months for people to get an appointment. I do not
believe that is the case. In fact, on a number of occasions I have spoken to the administrator
and asked him whether he has spoken to the member for Kingsley about this matter and he
has assured me that he has not. I will put the record straight, particularly about speech
pathology. I can tell the House that there is one full time speech pathologist and two part
time speech pathologists at the hospital, an increase brought about thanks to the Minister for
Health.
While on the subject of that particular service at the Wanneroo Hospital I will say a little
about the child psychologist who was in attendance at that hospital. I will again put to rest
some of the untrue remarks made about the child psychologist there. I must praise the people
involved from both the Osborne Park Hospital and the Wanneroo Hospital who had the
foresight when a psychiatrist attached to the Osborne Park Hospital went on study leave to
meet and decide-that it would be a good idea to employ a child psychiatrist to serve both the
Wannerno Hospital and the Koondoola Child Health Services Centre. I understand from the
Minister for Health that that is likely to continue.
I turn to the Joondalup police complex, which I can tell members has been long awaited in
the district and which will certainly assist the staff at the Warwick complex. I can tell those
people who have not seen the size of the planned complex that it will be much larger than the
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Warwick complex because it includes a courthouse. One of the wonderful things about
having an electorate office next to the local police station is that one gets a chance to speak to
the policemen on duty who have shown a keen interest, I must tell the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, in that complex and have asked me to pass on to him their thanks for
that complex going ahead because they know it will decrease their work load.
The members of the Police Force to whom I have spoken have asked me to express their
grave concern about remarks made recently by the shadow spokesperson on police matters in
relation to the Clontarf Aboriginal College. Those police officers at one stage may have had
a fair bit of time for that member but I suggest that the person to whom, I think, the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services refers as 'Beijing George" has made remarks that many
officers of the Police Force have found extremely distressing.
The Joondalup police complex is welcomed by the people in the Wanneroo electorate. It is a
large electorate with a growing population.
Mr Lewis: It is no bigger than anywhere else.
Mrs WATKINS: The member is welcome to come up and I can show him around.
Mr Lewis: There was a redistribution 12 months ago.
Mrs WATKINS: The member is welcome to my electorate at any time. I know he was at
Mindarie Keys recently.
It is a pity members opposite have not taken this opportunity to praise the Government on its
election promises, particularly the money to be given to families of primary and secondary
school students.
Mr Lewis: You, have not done it yet.
Mrs WATKINS: Is the member being negative again?
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs WATKINS: It is in the Budget. The member has not been here long enough to
understand what a Budget ig about. Members opposite should give the Government some
praise. I can understand why the member has the nickname he has-
In my six years as member for the Joondalup. seven new primary schools have been built in
that electorate, and two new high schools. Despite what the shadow spokesperson for
education said earlier, there was massive funding for existing schools as well as for minor
works programs- If members looked round the old Joondalup electorate, and particularly at
the new Wartneroo electorate, they would see where the money was going.
Mr Lewis: It is your seat; that is why.
Mrs WATKINS: Joondalup was my seat, but part of that is now Kingsley. Is the member
suggesting that we should take $2.9 million out of the Budget and remove those primary
schools? I can remember the member having a shot at me as member for Joondalup with the
extensions being made at die East Greenwood Primary School. I would love him to go into
the East Greenwood area now and criticise that committment now that it is no longer in my
electorate.
Can I tell the Minister for Education that * I am very grateful to her for her foresight in
agreeing to the Connolly Primary School being built in 1991. At a meeting last week
organised by the three P & C associations in the Heathridge area, over 150 parents mtended
and they were absolutely delighted that the Government had fulfilled that election promise. I
give particular recognition to a lady by the name of Connie Smith, probably one of the most
hard working women I have ever come across. She is a member of die Joondalup District
Council of WACSSO. and she chaired that meeting with panache. She was almost as good as
you, Mr Speaker.
I also thank the Minister most sincerely, and the Govemnment particularly, on die advent of
the Beiridge High School. [ had hoped it would be in the Connoily - Currambine area, but I
know a school in that area will not be far off. Parents in that area are delighted that this
school is going ahead.
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The Quinns Rock area is having its second stage put in place, and that will be built ready for
next year. Given the growth in that area, it is certainly not before time. The community has
been working wit the Government on the implementation of the design of the school, and
the parents up there would like me to thank the Minister for them.
Another election promise that I particularly, and also my colleague, the member for Whitford
and Minister for Housing, am delighted about, is the $10.3 million allocated in this year's
Budget for the planning and preliminary works for the Joondalup to Perth rail link. A railway
for this area was promised in 1901. It has taken a long time, and it has taken a Labor
Government to ensure its implementation, and I commend the Government for it.

While we were having committee meetings on a rapid transit system, the majority of people
surveyed within the northern suburbs - in fact 80 per cent of them - were in favour of that rail
link. I sincerely trust members opposite will support the Government in achieving that goal.
My colleague the member for Wagin, in winding up his speech, mentioned youth centres. It
is my night for giving praise. We have a wonderfuli youth centre, the Wanneroo Youth
Activity Centre, in the Wanneroc, townsite. It was founded for the youth in the area who
were looking for something to do. They came up with a very good idea which was put to the
Government, and the Government put together a package in capital works to build this
activity centre.

A few cynics did not believe that Wannemoo had the population of young people to support a
youth centre. Nothing could be further from the truth. We often have as many as 90 young
people attending that centre. Our youth worker, Joanne Brincau, is a mighty young woman.
Not only is she able to bring together the youth of that srea, but she also plays the role of
counsellor, and - dare I say it - surrogate parent. She spends a lot of time talking not only to
the young people but also to their parents. Her stress level hasreached the stage where she
comes into my office and says she cannot do any more, she has had enough, but she has
always been persuaded to go back.

The young people attending that youth centre have grown in statre. Each has a role to play
within the committee structure of the centre. We have a young person as secretary and
another young person as treasurer, and they provide a lot of input into the management of the
centre. Many of the young people involved used to be perceived by, members of the
community as being a ratbag element. I would rather have those ratbags around me than
many adults. The centre is working extremely well and those young people have been given
a sense of purpose. If we look at building sites where houses and other buildings are under
construction, we can always find some form of vandalism, such as broken windows. As soon
as our youth centre foundation stone was laid and the sign erected, not one piece of
vandalism happened to the centre, which shows how much the youth value having a centre of
their own.

I was very concerned to read the comments attributed to the current mayor of the City of
Wannerco, who said that he was concerned that he had not been consulted on the
Government's plans for the Kings Park of the northern suburbs. I guess one of the reasons he
was not consulted was that he was not the mayor at the timne.

Mr Lewis: What was his name?
Mrs WATKINS: Cooper. He was not mayor at the time; the mayor at the time was Wayne
Bradshaw. In fact Mr Bradshaw had written to local members much earlier in the piece
asking for some involvement. The Government indeed has started the purchase of land to
form the Kings Park of the northern suburbs. It is quite wonderful that the old Luisini
vineyards and its buildings have been purchased by the Government. Had one looked at the
Luisini site about 12 months ago, one would have seen that those old buildings were falling
into grave disrepair. In fact, although I am not too sure who was responsible, one of the
buildings was pulled down. The demolition of any other buildings has now been prevented.
It is part of the total plan for the Kings Park of the northern suburbs. In fact the Government
intends to launch a competition far people within the district to name the park. I very much
like the name "Beggwa' park, named after the two local members, but I am sure that is a bit
too conceited.

Mr Lewis: 'Vatkins Park".
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Mrs WATKINS: No, Beggwa I think is very nice. It is the Government's intention to have
input from the community because after all the people around that area have always regarded
those lakes and surrounding areas as a passive recreational reserve. The article which
contains the criticism levelled by the Mayor of Wanneroo also contains, I was delighted to
see, comments by Councillor Graemne Major who welcomed the regional park because it
meant there would be no intensive development around Lakes Joondalup and Goollelal.
Mr Ornodei: Did the fellow who was not the mayor become the mayor?

Mrs WATKINS: That is correct. While on the subject of the Kings Park of the north, there
is on the eastern portion of the lake the development of the Wanneroo townsite. I was most
alarmed, considering that the City of Wanneroo has a wonderful green plan, at the amount of
pressure being placed on the Minister for Planning to allow a sump to be built right in the
regional open space. I am pleased that the Minister for Planning told the City of Wanneroc
in no uncertain terms that this will not be the case. The City of Wanneroo has gained a great
deal from this Government - $2.2 million has been allocated for a sporting and cultural
complex in Wanneroc. There has been a great deal of input from the City of Wanneroo,
which was asked to involve itself with this allocation of $2.2 million. However, I have not
heard a whisper - not a whisper;7 of praise for the Government for this initiative. I know that
it is going to the people in my area and indeed the whole of the Wanneroo City area; and I
know they will be most delighted with a complex of the size planned. I sincerely trust that
the City of Wanneroo will soon start construction of the Wanneroo townsite swimming pool,
which was promised such a long time ago.

Mr Wiese: You are making all these country members jealous.

Mrs WATKINS: There is no need to be jealous; the member for Wagin is a very good
country member.
.One of the good initiatives the City of Wanneroo put together was the children's services
coordination committee, which was set up earlier this year to look at children's services
within their own community. I understand the chairman of that committee was Councillor
Fleur Freame about whom I have spoken in this place before. I am extremely disappointed
that - and I know that Councillor Freame and other councillors have been pushing for this for
some time - there is no coordinator to take care of children's services within this huge
municipality. I am also alarmed that while this committee has criticised various facets of
Government, it certainly has not had a look in its own backyard. The City of Wanneroo has a
number of out of school care child centres in its municipality funded by the Federal
Government; it has been informed by the regional office of OSCCA that funding is certainly
there to establish more child care or out of school care centres. Unfortunately at this time the
City of Wanneroo has chosen not to take any more on board, which I find bewildering
considering the number of young ones we have in the City of Wanneroc. The whole purpose
of out of school care centres is to prevent the old latchkey child syndrome.

Members on this side will recall that there was a great deal of kerfuftle about the Yanchep
National Park prior to the election. We had visits by members of the Opposition who spent a
great deal of time criticising the Government and claimed that not enough money was being
spent on the Yanchep National Park. I wonder whether any members opposite have been to
the Yanchep National Park lately and seen just what a magnificent facility it is. The Minister
for Police and Emergency Services can put his CALM hat on, because a $400 000 allocation
in this Budget for maintenance and upgrading will certainly be well spent. I sincerely trust
that both the Minister and his wife will come up to the Yanchep FIne in the park quite soon
and taste the fare there.

It is probably not appropriate within a Budget debate to do this, but!I am concerned about a
particular matter. There has been a lot of controversy of late regarding the building industry.
I would like to relate the story of a couple who live in my electorate. They are a young
couple who are migrants to this country; they have two children and one more child on the
way. They signed a contract for a home to be built in Wanneroo back in July 1988. At that
time they were living in a place called Sunbury in Victoria. They obtained a mortgage from a
building society and awaited the arrival of their building contract. They waited for a month
and then contacted the building company. They were advised that the contract had indeed
been sent to them. A few more weeks elapsed and the contract still did not arrive, so they
contacted the building company again and were told, "I am really sorry; we will draw up

2238 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 19 September 19891 23

another one." In fact what may have happened is that someone within the building company
confused Sunbury with Bunbury. The mess was eventually sorted out early in October 1988,
approximately two weeks after the 60 day clause had expired on the original contract, which
resulted in the usual increases. For this couple that meant an increase of $2 100. The couple
returned from Victoria; they were due to return to Perth in March 1989 when the house was
due to be completed. However they chose to return in December; they visited the building
site; the house was at plate height and was most unsatisfactory. The couple made an
appointment to see the site supervisor during the Christmas break; this appointment was not
kept by the site supervisor. After many telephone calls and the expiration of my constituents'
patience, the supervisor did in fact meet the couple on site and agreed that the house was, in
his words, "appalling". However he said that the outside brickwork on the place was no
problem and could be fixed at a later date, but the interior walls did indeed need restructuring.
The couple went away believing the building company would do as it had suggested it would
do. When they returned five or six weeks' later they found that no work had been done.
They again contacted the building company and when the site supervisor arrived on site he
was amazed that nothing had been done. He ordered the work to commence immediately and
again insisted that the exterior walls would be okay.
About this time the couple made contact with the lending authority requesting tern not to
release the first payment. Not only did they verbally advise the lending authority, they also
wrote to it; however the lending authority chose to disregard that letter and allowed the first
payment to be made, which left the couple caught between a brick and a hard place.
However the building society apologised to the couple. Since that time the couple has no
idea whether the interior walls have been rectified because they have since been plastered.
The final payment for this building has been withheld until the couple is satisfied. The
couple contacted the builder a second, third, and fourth tune and told him that the mortar and
bricks of the outside walls were very soft. The builder said he would get a structural engineer
to look at it. The structural engineer certainly looked at it and he said, "No problem at all; the
mortar can be fixed. We can apply a particular chemical onto the bricks, and it should be
okay." The couple decided they would not take the builder's word for it and contacted the
manufacturer of the particular product, who said, "I do not believe it would do the job
properly.' It was about this time when the couple had reached frustration point -as I
mentioned, the woman was expecting a child and she had had tremendous problems with past
pregnancies - that they contacted the Building Registration Board. An analysis was made of
various samples of the mortar and the worst example showed one part of cemnent. to 29 parts
of sand. The best example was one part of cement to 14 parts of sand: I anm advised that one
to five is ideal. I am still waiting for the building company to respond to that.
The SPEAKER: Order! The situation applies to both sides in that I ask members to tone
down their conversations or perhaps go and get a cup of coffee.
Mrs WATKINS: The building company has since made an offer to which I will refer later.
The house is called "Caroline"; I have been out and had a look at the house and believe it
would more appropriately be named "Jericho"; when one banged the top of the wall, the
whole wall shook. It is a most appalling example. The company wrote to my constituents
stating that the practical completion of the home would be attained by 15 September. I had a
look at that home on 15 September and the walls below the windows had about five courses
of bricks missing, the mortar was still soft and failing out. The price increases charged under
the terms of the contract will remain in force and a 10 year structural guarantee is to be
provided. However, what the company has said is that in consideration of all possible claims
and as a full and final acceptance of the property, an amount of $1 700 will. be credited to my
constituents' account. I suggest that the house was built by a trainee squad of bricklayers and
it seems to me that it is a classic example of the big guys trying to put it over the little guys. I
am very grateful to the Minister for Consumer Affairs as she has taken up this issue. I
sincerely miust that my constituents will be satisfied at the end of the day.
In winding up there -r a couple of matters I will raise: First, many senior citizens who live
in my electorate come into my office to get a Seniors' Card application - I see them on a
daily basis - and they are more than delighted with the Government on its implementation of
the Seniors' Card. Taking a little leeway, Mr Speaker, for all members of Parliament who are
not football supporters but are soccer supporters, I convey my sincere congratulations to the
two junior soccer team from the Olympic Kingsway Sporting Club for their success in the
R & 1 Cup finals. With those comments I support the Bill.

2239



MR THOMPSON (Darling Range) [9.13 pm]: The Budget which we are debating tonight
contains provisions to cater for this Legislative Assembly. As it goes into its hundredth year
it is a very significant time for the Assembly and this will give us an opportunity to reflect
upon the 100 years of responsible Government in this State. I see this Legislative Assembly
evolving -

The SPEAKER: Order! I will help members again. I would be grateful if members on both
sides would carefully consider Standing Orders which preclude quite specifically members
from doing what has been happening for a large amount of today; that is, interfering with the
person who is on his feet and the taking down of the record.

Mr THOMPSON: Thank you, Mir Speaker. We are all guilty of this. I do not unduly
criticise my colleagues as [ am guilty of doing the same thing from time to time. We should
have regard for the problems of the people who are speaking at the time.

The way the Western Australian Parliament is evolving invites the scepticism of the people of
Western Australia. I believe that Parliament in Western Australia is becoming less relevant
in our community than it formerly was. Looking back on my involvement with this
institution, I ponder as to why that might be. One trend that has emerged in the last 10 or
15 years. which was principally created by this Government, has been the direct access to the
Press, which has in many respects completely bypassed the Parliament. This Parliament has
the right to be respected and, indeed, the Ministers of the Crown have a responsibility to pay
respect to the Parliament as this institution deserves. When all is said and done 57 people
come into this place to represent a number of people; in the case of the metropolitan
electorates it is 27 000 people, and in the case of country electorates it is in the order of
10 000 people.

Mr Pearce: Does that mean that metropolitan members deserve twice the respect of country
members? You are a former country member and we welcome you as a metropolitan
member.

Mr THOMPSON: If the Leader of the House were true to the philosophy of his party there
would be one-vote-one-value in the, Legislative Assembly, but his party made the pragmatic
decision when it had the opportunity to do so; it rightly judged that it was against its political
interests.

Whether members represent 10 000 or 20 000 people they are the individual representative of
those people, so the discourtesy that the Government displays towards Parliament is a
discourtesy not only to the individual members of Parliament, but also to the people we
represent. It is not only the Government that has been guilty of that because, in fact, that
development has evolved through the Opposition in recent years, although it was pioneered
in this Parliament by the party that is now in Government.
What has happened to our parliamentary institution is that there are essentially two groups of
people: There are those on the front bench, and those who want to be on the front bench.
That is having an impact on the colour and breadth of topics and issues that are raised in
Parliament. When I was elected in 1971 there was no shadow Ministry. This gave an
opportunity for members of the Opposition to raise a whole range of debates. There has
always been a problem as far as the Government backbenchers are concerned in participating
in parliamentary debate because pressure is applied by the front bench to the back bench not
to participate in debates because this may be something of an embarrassment to the
Government.

Mr Kierath: In case they put their foot in it.

Mr THOMPSON: Yes. What the Government wants to do is get in this place and out of it as
quickly as possible. It does not mailer what the political colour of the Government may be;
that is the trend. The Government does not have the legislation to govern so it comes here to
have its money provided and pass the legislation. The Government can do very nicely
operating from the political offices and by not com-ing near Parliament.
We had a long period this year when this Parliament did not sit. In fact, it sat eight or nine
days in the earlier part of the year and it was not until a frw days ago that it reassembled. I
am sure that if people in the community were aware that the Parliament sat for such a brief
period they would be extremely critical of it.
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Mr Parker: In the years you are talking about we never sat at that time of the year at all.

Mir THOMPSON: That is not true. I came to this place after a second session had been
introduced. The Deputy Premier made a valid paint.

Mr Parker: I am talking about post-election.

Mr THOMPSON: Initially, in a post-election year there was no autumn session.

Mr Parker: There was not one until the Burke Government.

Mr THOMPSON: Yes, there was. There has been an autumn session in a post-election year
and I am confident about that.

Several members interjected.

Mr THOMPSON: It is obvious we are becoming confused. It was not until 1968 that the
Brand Government agreed to an autumn session. Until 1968 a formal opening was held on
the last Thursday in July and the Parliament met on the first Tuesday in August and sat until
October or November and, in extreme cases, until December.

After the decision was made that there would be an autumn session it was agreed by all
parties that there would not be an autumn session in those years in which an election was
held. That changed, I think, towards the latter part of the Court Government and has been the
practice from that time on.

Mr Clarko: Do you call eight days an autumn sitting?

Mr THOMPSON: I would not, but we invite the cynicism of the community when
Parliament meets for such a brief period.

Going back to what I was saying about parliamentary involvement, when I first came to this
place in 1971 members had an opportunity to participate in a wide range of issues and,
indeed, the Parliament was a more colourful institution in those times. I am not critical of
this present Opposition - I am part of it and was part of the shadow Cabinet - but what is
happening is a tendency for the issues raised in this place to narrow quite dramatically.

If members refer statistically -to what has happened in the past seven years and perhaps go
back two or three years prior to that during the period of the Burke Opposition - it may be
even to the days when Mr Jamieson was the Leader of the Opposition - a front bench was
introduced. That was the first time there was a shadow Ministry in this place. From that time
on the front bench dominated what I would call the unallocated time in the Parliament. Most
of the time we spend in this place is clearly defined to specific issues. Bills that come before
the House must be debated strictly in accordance with Standing Orders and members cannot
stray from that. Non-confined matters are raised on those opportunities private members may
participate. Since there has been an organised Opposition, members will find that debates
during the non-confined time have been dominated by about six members - three members
from each side of the House. For the benefit of the new members who do not know what
happened previously I advise them that it was an unhealthy trend that we should resist.
There are requirements in an institution such as Parliament for radical thoughts and ideas to
be raised. At times it may be embarrassing to a political party, but the Opposition has a
responsibility to raise issues which perhaps Government backbenchers would not raise
because they would present a distinct problem to the Government. If this institution is to
reflect, as it should, the wider community we represent, encouragement should be given to
private members on both sides of the House, but more particularly to the Opposition because
of the way it is structured, to raise certain issues. What we are seeing is a domination of
unallocated time by a few members. I am not saying that the issues raised by the Opposition
front bench are issues that should not be raised - they should be - but we should not spend
hours harping on the same issue. In fact, it is politically inept.

Members need only remember how crowded the Press Gallery was on the fit day of this
sifting. There was an expectancy that the Government would be on the back foot. I have
never seen the Press Gallery as full as it was that day. The Governiment came in with a
beautiful ploy which completely took the emphasis off this Parliament. The reason the
Premier used the foruim of this Parliament to table papers relating to the petrochemical project
was that the utterances he made at Press conferences or comments he made outside
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this place could have resulted in a number of writs being served on him. He used this
Parliament to table papers and then the debate moved out of the Parliament. The Press
Gallery was virtually vacated after the Premier made his statement. We have seen a very
distinct trend towards debates going out of the Parliament, directly into the media. While that
happens, it is not in the interests of the community.
Another unhealthy trend which was not perpetrated in the Parliament by the present
Government, but certainly refined by it, is the prostitution of questions without notice. When
I was Speaker of this House, I recognised from the day the trend first emerged that the
Dorothy Dix question syndrome was not in the interests of the wider community and
certainly would not reflect well on this institution. The present Government cannot be
blamed for prostituting question time. It did not start it, the Opposition, when in
Government, started it. All this Government has done is to turn it into an art form.
Mr Mensaros: Do you remember when Hugh Guthrie disallowed a Dorothy Dix question?
Mr THOMPSON: To Hugh Guthie's credit a Dorothy Dix question was disallowed, but
they have become very much a part of our proceedings and, as a result of that, one of the
most valuable parts of a parliamentary sitting day has become something of a joke,
dominated again by six people. The Opposition predetermines who will ask questions which
are related to what the strategy group regards as principal issues and they receive precedence
over other questions.
The Government ensures that its members ask enough Dorothy Dixer questions to ensure we
do not get too far through that preordained list of members of the Opposition, so there are
Opposition members keen to ask questions weUl worth asking and worthy of taking timne
during questions without notice who are simply missing out and colourful material that
should come to the notice of the public simply gets lost.
I hope that as we move into the 100th year of the existence of this Legislative Assembly we
will all look at the way in which this institution is going. As I move around the community I
detect a greater cynicism and less respect for this institution. We can blame only one group
of people for that falling respect, the people operating in this place. We do not bring credit
on ourselves because of many of the ways we operate in this place. If we continue to lose the
respect of the community I believe, quite seriously, that people will question the need for the
existence of a State Parliament. In the 100 years during which this Legislative Assembly has
existed many changes have occurred. Until 100 years ago, and with the advice of the
Legislative Council, this State was governed from the United Kingdom, a place remote from
here.
Since the establishment of this Legislative Assembly we have seen the evolvement of the
Federal Parliament in Australia. We have seen that Parliament get more and more power as-
time goes by. I believe that if we allow the respect for this State Parliament to decline people
will question whether there ought to be a State Parliament at all. When one sees that the
Wildcats play in Adelaide tomorrow night - where they will beat the 36ers, in my view - and
one realises that a sporting event involving a sport that only four or five years ago was not
highly rated in this State but now attracts wide attention, and when one realises that people
cant pop off to Adelaide to play basketball -

Mr Pearce: Is the member advocating a national parliamentary competition?
Mr THOMPSON: No. I am saying that with changes in technology and improved
transportation and communications in this nation, and at a time when the reputation of this
State Parliament is falling, people might well say, "Hey, why can't all of this be done from
Canberra thus saving the people of Australia a lot of money?"
Mr Taylor: People in Canberra are already saying that.
Mr THOMPSON: They probably are, and we are playing into their hands by not enhancing
the reputation and standing of this parliamentary institution in our community.
I had an opportunity some years ago, as did other members from this Parliament, to attend a
seminar at the Palace of Westminster at the mother of Parliaments so that we could get a
greater appreciation of the way in which the mother of our institution evolved. There are
people in that place who have no aspirations to the Ministry, who are permanent
backbenchers. For a start, there are 650 members of the House of Commons. As there are
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people who have no aspirations to be members of the front bench, a lot more independent
thought is coming through in that institution. In our Federal Parliament, an institution which
is much smaller than die House of Commons. a lot more independent thought is enunciated.
I believe our Parliament is becoming too inward looking and is suppressing Government or
Opposition individual effort and participation.
Mr Pearce: That is a particularly romantic view of the Westminster system of Padliament. I
went to the same seminar as the member who is speaking and found it fascinating. One of
the reasons they do not have a party structure as we have is that they have so many members
and do not have party meetings as we have. The member might think it is a strength that
people speak in the Parliament, but they cannot influence things as we can. That is one of the
weaknesses of the member's party, it pays little attention to one of its best members.
Mr THOMPSON: The Leader of the House makes an important point. The mother of the
Parliaments is so big that the same sort of discipline is not applied to members. The
parliamentary setup here is placing coo many constraints on people within their respective
parties. This is not a criticism but a comment oh what I see is fact. The Labor Party was
founded on the principle that once the Caucus makes a decision members of the party are
bound to adhere to chat decision. The people who are members of that party see that as a
strength. I see it as a weakness. In our party there is an opportunity for members to adopt a
more independent approach. The basis for that is that although we are endorsed by the
Liberal Party and stand as Liberal Party candidates we recognise that on being elected we are
so elected to represent the whole of the community. Because we represent the whole
community, we should therefore have the freedom to pursue a variety of things that are of
interest to the community.
That is the theory, but in our system the theory is not occurring in practice because of what I
said earlier; the two classes of people in the Parliament are those on the front bench - and we
now have a front bench - and those who want to be on it. The 'people on the front bench will
not act too independently or they will not be on the front bench for long, and those on the
back bench who want to get onto the front bench will not adopt thoughts that are too radical
or too mndependent because they will not get to the front bench if they do that. That is
working against the interests of the wider institution. Oppositions must be a little more
flamboyant and imaginative. The system which has evolved is not our fault because we
copied what the Labor Party did, which is working against the interests of this institution.
Provision is made in this Budget to extend the deep sewerage to the town centre of
Kalamunda. One of the disadvantages of representing an electorate that is considered
relatively safe for my party is that I have never been in a position to be able to say under
either a Liberal Government or Labor Government that some goodies have been dished out to
me. I know that does not apply in some other electorates because I am a realist. I have been
around the traps long enough to know that when a primary school was injected into Sawyers
Valley, it was done very deliberately to ensure that Tom Herzfeld would be the member and
that the present member would not. In more recent examples, facilities have gone into other
electorates because political decisions were made, but my electorate is one of those which
gets its facilities on merit. I therefore want to say how delighted I was when the Government
committed itself to spending $4 million to extend deep sewerage to Kalamunda. I never
thought that would ever occur, quite frankly, and I applaud the Government because it is a
very positive step in addressing something which I believe to be a serious problem in our
community. It is a matter which I brought to the attention of this Parliament some months
ago when I moved for the establishment of a Select Committee to look at the problems of
disposal of effluent because of the impact that the many septic ranks in our metropolitan area
are having on our environment.
I criticised the Governmeii because of there not being enough money in this Budget to
address some of the issues that were raised by that Select Committee. We stand on the
threshold of a very serious environmental disaster. Theme is absolutely no doubt in my mind
that the waters of the Swan River in Perth will become a green stinking mess within the very
near futur. In fact, respected environmentalists have commented that in the last two or three
summers the river has been in danger of becoming that sort of a problem.
Mr Taylor: Why do you say that?
Mr THOMPSON: It has the potential to become a green stinking mess because that was
some of the evidence given to the Select Committee.
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Mr Taylor That was a little bit of the evidence given to the comittnee. I don't tint you
should cake it to say that that is what will happen. One of the reasons that it probably will not
happen is more an accident of history than anything else and that relates to C.Y. O'Connor's
decision to convince the.Government of the day that he should be able to build a harbour at
the mouth of the river. This has rested in the salt water flushing the river out from as far up
as the Ganract Road bridge. There are a lot of other things being done to try to ensure that
despite that advantage the river is a goodl river and a clean river.
Mr THOMPSON: I accept what the Minister says. However, there is still a very significant
danger of the river becoming polluted. In my lifetime one could not swim in the Swan River
because of algae growth. When I went to school the swimming baths were closed because of
the algae growth. I do not know which Government did it but one of the great things done in
this State was the establishment of the Swan River Management Authority, or the Swan River
Conservation Board I chink it was initially called.
Mr Trenorden: What about the Avon? That runs into the Swan at about Midland,
Mr THOMPSON: Exactly. There were a number of steps caken by that authority to clean up
the river. For instance, a couple of superphosphate works at Bassendean used to discharge
their waste directly into the Swan River. There were a number of other industries which did
likewise. They were very clearly identifiable sources of the pollutants which were causing
the algae growth in the river and the authorities acted to correct that. We now have a
situation, which I suggest is as dangerous as chat of the lace 1940s or early 1950s, in which
nutrients are still getting into the system. A lot are coming from the septic systems, but a lot
more come from agricultural pursuits occurring on the catchnment of the Swan River and from
the gardens in suburban Perch. The Government should be caking more notice of the report
from that Select Committee and more should be done to ensure that we reverse the trend. As
I said at the outset of this segment of my speech, I am disappointed that there is not more
money in this Budget to address that problem.
I am also disappointed that there appears to be no serious endeavour on the pant of the
Government to act upon one of the recommendations which relates to alternative systems to
septic tanks. Technology has advanced to the point where systems are in existence chat
remove the nutrients that are part of the cause of our problem. Recently one of the
companies, a well respected Australian company, had a display here to show the development
it has undertaken with respect to is particular system of treatment of human waste. The
display was an endeavour to speed -up the consideration by the Government and its
departments of the company's submission that its system should be adopted and I think also
in support of the work chat was done by the Select Committee. After having attended one of
those functions I must say that I was very disappointed with what I perceived to be a negative
attitude still being applied by departmental people to the system which was being viewed. In
this day and age it is not beyond the wit of man, particularly when the technology has
advanced to the extent it has, to devise systems which are more environmentally acceptable
than the septic tanks we now have. I seriously suggest that unless more action is taken on the
recommendations of the Select Committee on effluent disposal, the prospect of our river
becoming polluted is very real.
Included in the Estimates is provision for '$5 million co be expended by the Government on
the eradication of the Queensland fruit-fly. On behalf of the horticultural industry in Western
Australia I congratulate the Government on spending that money. The outbreak of that
fruit-fly sent a shiidder not only through the fruit industry, but also the vegetable industry and
the Government was very smartly requested to do something about it. Ac a time when
Governments always seems to be under pressure for funds it would have been easy to say that
it is the industry's responsibility to clean up the Queensland fiuit-fly. The industry simply
would not have been able to cope, and I think the commitment made by the Government will
be proven to be a very wise decision. We have a system of control as far as the introduction
into this State of exotic diseases is concerned, but a little more attention needs to be paid to
the operation here. When I get off an aircraft coming back from the Eastemn States I shudder
to see hundreds of people walking past bins that invite travellers to dispose of any fruit they
have. In all the timelIhave been at the Perth AirportlIhave never yet seen one piece of fruit
dropped into one of those bins.
I cannot believe there is not some fruit coming back. There only needs to be one little bit of
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infestation and the State will be in trouble. That was brought home 10 mne last year when I
had the opportunity to visit the west coast of America in order to inspect the horticultural
industry theme. As a result I can well appreciate the impact that fire blight disease, for
example, could have on the orcharding industries here. Fire blight disease is already in New
Zealand. There is controversy in the Eastern States about the movement of fruit and fruit
handling equipment between New Zealand and Australia. If fire blight disease were to reach
the Eastern States - and I suggest it will not be long before it does - then given the increased
commnunications between Western Australia and the eastern coast there is a serious danger
that fire blight disease could be introduced into this State. It would have an absolutely
devastating effect on the horticultural industry of this State. I urge the Government to
redouble its efforts to ensure that diseases like this are not brought into the State.
I turn now to the question of football. I do not expect to win too many friends among the
football league when I say that I am critical of the Government's apparent rescue of Western
Australian football. [ believe the Government has actually created a situation whereby the
indebtedness of football in this State will increase. I have been a long-time critic of league
football in Western Australia. I have played with a league club and I am aware of the -

Mr Pearce: Was it a real league club or was it Subiaco?
Mr THOMPSON: It was a real league club, but it was not in a real league side. I am aware
of the work that the league football clubs have done to develop football in this State, and I
applaud that. However, I believe that unless a more responsible attitude is adopted in respect
of the financial side of running a football club, we will continue to see financial st 'ress in the
sport. I can remember when the Swan Districts Football Club pleaded with the Government
of the day to allow it to have licensed premises because it said that would enable the club to
get rid of some of its debts. The club got those debts by bidding for and buying football
players. One gets people gung-ho at football clubs saying, "We will win that premiership if
we buy that player.' When one is winning the money generally comes, but if one buys a
couple of highly priced players and does not win games, one starts to run into difficulties.
Mr Pearce: Whatever system they are using now, it ain't working.
Mr THOMPSON: Whatever money is put into football clubs, they always fall into debt. The
decision to vest the Subiaco Oval in the WA Football Commission will only increase the
capacity of the commission. to borrow more money and indeed it is being encouraged by the
Governiment to buy back the licence of the oval. I do not think that will make one iota of
difference to the sport in this State. In point of fact I think it will be to the detriment of the
sport in this State because the propensity will be there for debt to blow out.
Mr Parker: What do you think should be done?
Mr THOMPSON: The Government should keep right out of it.
Mr Parker: So if they go broke, they go broke?
Mr THOMPSON: [ am involved in equestrian sport, and no-one comes to my aid to help me
feed my horse or to buy equestrian equipment.
Mr Parker interjected.
Mr THOMPSON: Yes, the Government did. However, the Comimonwealth Government had
a hand to play in that.
Mr Pearce: That cuts across your argument.
Mr THOMPSON: Yes, it does cut across my argument but I can tell the Leader of the House
that I would still be involved in that sport. As a matter of fact, the number of times I have
used that equestrian facility built by the Government is very small. However, that is a
weakness in my argument, which I accept, but I still believe that it is not for the Government
to become involved in the sport. I do not think it is the place of Government to be involved
in sport generally and if it is going to become involved in sport, it should- be on the basis of
providing the encouragement for more people to become actively involved in sport. The
decision taken by the Government in respect of football will -not, I suggest, achieve that end.
Australians have the reputation of being a nation of people who are involved int sport. in fact
we have a very low percentage of people actually involved hands or feet on in sport.
Mr Pearce: It depends on how you ride your horse.
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Mr THOMPSON: Had the Leader of the House seen me at the Clapham Valley event where
I broke a rib, he would know what I mean. I believe that if the Government is to be involved
in sport - and I do not believe it should - it ought to be only in so far as it encourages more
people to become actively involved in healthy sporting activities.
I have one other matter of concern which I wish to bring to the attention of the Minister for
Education. I am pleased she is here tonight because the problem concerns the Kalamunda
Senior High School. Th1is high school started its existence in what one could call a very poor
way. A political decision was taken in the early 1960s to put a high school at Kalamunda. It
was done at a time when the philosophy of the department was not as it is now. Now the
philosophy of the department is that when a high school is established it is established with
all facilities right from day one. However in those days the department put in two or three
classrooms and the school made do; Kalarnunda Senior High School is still making do fromn
1962. That is reflected in the standard of buildings and the lack of modem facilities at that
institution. Recently we invited people from the building section of the Ministry of
Education to look specifically at the performing arts area. It is an absolute disgrace; indeed I
suggest it would contravene the Health Act and probably the occupational health and safety
legislation as well. However, it is a facility which the school clubbed together to develop
itself because it needed a performing arts area. A comparison with the aacent Lesmurdie
High School shows that it is a disgrace. I appeal to the Minister to give consideration to a
request being made by the parents and citizens' association to upgrade that facility and to
address some of dhe other problems which exist at that school.
MR LEAHY (Northern Rivers) [9.57 pm]: As a relative newcomer I find it very
commendable of the member for Darling Range to hand out a few bouquets as well as
brickbats. That is something I have not heard -very much of in this House, either from
members opposite or from members on this side. I found it rather confusing to hear many
comments from the other side which tend to run down this Stare's economy - statements such
as the business confidence of the State is zero and the economy is in ruins.
Mr Hassell: We did not run it down.
Mr LEAHY: Then I look at the statistics. It is obvious that members opposite have not
looked at the statistics because these tell me that this State is experiencing much stronger
economic growth over recent years than any ocher State arnd that instead of business deserting
Western Australia, it has a greater migration of business into it - not only business, but also
other people - than any other State.
Mr Kierath: Was that not because of the gas? That was the biggest single investment project
in the country.I
Mr LEAHY: Obviously the member for Riverton- has lived in Perth for too long and has not
been in the north w-est.
Mr Kierath: I worked in the north west, which is more than I can say for you.
Mr LEAHY: I have lived in the north west for the last ten years and have ran two businesses
there.
Mr Pearce: I hope that you heard the member for Riverton say that public servants do not
work.
Mr Kierath: I said "he".
Mr LEAHY: Getting back to the point, the high rate of business confidence and investment
in this State is incomplete.
I spent the previous year working and'I took long service leave from my job when I
campaigned at my own expense.
Mr Pearce: He did not have to invent a house in his electorate for his mail.
Mr LEAHY: I lived in Carnarvon all the time.
Mrt Pearce: T1here are members in this place who pretended they had a house in their
electorate and lived at Cockburn.
MAr LEAHY: He could afford to maintain two housesi.
Mr Pearce: The member's fortune was shown up by a television program days before the
election.I
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Mr Lewis: What about the Leader of the House employing a person from his ministerial staff
to run his election campaign?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Having occupied the position in the Chamber occupied
by the member for Northern Rivers I know it is difficult to catch the attention in this
Chamber from that position, especially with valiant opposition from all over the Chamber. I
would be pleased if members would tone down the interjections and conversation and allow
the member for Northern Rivers to make his contribution.

Mr LEARY: When the Labor Government took over from the coalition in 1983 the
unemployment rate was 9.6 per cent and youth unemployment was running at 20 per cent.
Those figures have been halved to 5.3 per cent overall and I11 per cent for youth
unemployment. These are commnendable figures yet we hear nothing from the other side of
the House. There has been 173 000 new jobs created in this State and they were not all in the
public sector. There has been an overall increase of 22 per cent and only I I per cent in the
public sector. Contrary to what Opposition members suggest, the Public Service is working
very hard. The Budget will continue the Government's good record of social and economic
reform.

The provision of $100 for secondary students and $50 for primary students will help the
families of this State. It is a commitment that the Labor Government made at the last election
and a commitment that it has been able to honour. There has been a reduction of $20 in the
registration of a family car, which is part of the general overall commitment not to increase
taxes and charges above the inflation rate and it should help families immensely. Those
factors, coupled with last year's nil increase in most Government charges, conflict with the
statements we have heard from members on the other side of the Chamber about savage
increases.

There are a few matters in my electorate on which money has been spent, although they do
not total more than the $4 million that was spent on sewerage in Kalamunda; nevertheless
they are significant to my area. In education in Northern Rivers there is a new annexe of the
Port Hedland College and this provided the people of Newman - a remote community 1 400
kilometres north of Perth - with a facility they would not otherwise have had. It has enabled
the college to run vocational courses and assist with providing youngsters with skills to
enable them to enter the work force. It has also enabled companies to join in and contribute
towards courses in mechanics and engineering at the college. The Government committed
$1.9 million in the 1988-89 and the 1989-90 Budgets to finish the project. The Government
has provided $93 000 for the acquisition of land for future student residences which have
long been overdue to the region because of its remoteness. Also, we have a commitment
from the Minister for Education for which we thank her. Over many years people in Mt
Magnet have been calling for the amalgamation of their three school campuses; they are the
district high school, the primary school and the preprimary school. They are in different
locations but the high school principal is responsible for all three campuses, which obviously
causes difficulties in administration. It has been an ongoing commitment by the previous
Liberal Government and Labor Governments that something should be done. I am very
pleased that the present Minister was able to go up there some months ago, see the situation
for herself and make the commitment for this year's Budget for the amalgamation of those
campuses.

Mr Kierath: Has it anything to do with it being a marginal seat?

Mr LEAHIY: It will not be a marginal seat any more, not like the seat of Riverton.

The Budget provided funds for health care in my electorate through a commitment for a
health centre at the ligalong Aboriginal Community which is situated just north east of
Newman. The cost involved was about $270 000 and it was a facility that was long overdue
as the nursing sisters based at Jigalong are required to live and work in a very isolated
community with the basic facilities that are available where there is such a small number of
people. We cannot ignore those communities. I am glad that money was provided so that the
facility can be greatly upgraded.

In the area of law and order I was interested to see - as the member for Riverton. rightly
pointed out I was a public servant as the Clerk of the Courts at Carnarvon - that this year
there is a provision for a court facility in the northern suburbs at Joondalup. That is a much
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needed facility and it is great to see that happening. Along with die court there will be a
provision of $90 000 to identify the site for the prelizninazy planning of a courthouse at
Newman; at the moment there is a courthouse-police station and ihe sergeant is required to
carry out the duties of the clerk of petty sessions. An increase in the population in Newman
is making things difficult and I am glad to see that the Attorney General has seen the need for
the planning for a new court facility and money has been allocated.
Funds have been provided to build a new fire station at Cue and to upgrade the existing
facilities at Meekatharra and Exrnouth. Through the WA Fire Brigades Baud the
Government has made available to Cue, Denham, Exmouth, Newman and Meekatharra five
Hazchem emergency trailers and light fire tenders. A tremendous quantity of hazardous
chemicals is transported through these towns and the Hazchem emergency trailers are
appreciated. Members would appreciate that because of the distance between the towns such
equipment is essential.
The greatest asset of the electorate of Northern Rivers is its natural attractions. In the last
couple of years two national parks have been proclaimed in the electorate, one being the
important Ningaloo Marine Park which has a reef system comparable to the Great Barrier
Reef. It is extremely accessible and is in pristine state. Within four or five years it will be
the largest tourist attraction in this State.
The Commonwealth Government has allocated $1 million-odd to the establishment of the
envirornental research station at Milyering in order that the effects of the environment of the
reef can be studied. It is an environmentally friendly station which has a solar heating
system, solar lighting and a new sewage treatment plant which would interest the member for
Darling Range. The research station will lead to more environmentally friendly facilities in
remote areas.
Members would be aware that country roads axe the lifeblood of the community. A
considerable sum of money has been spent on roads in my electorate and it was not as a result
of pork-barrelling as the member for Riverton mentioned earlier. Most of the roads were
provided when the electorate of Gascoyne was a safe Liberal seat and was held by Mr Ian
Laurance and then Mr Dudley Maslen. Denham has been a major tourist attraction for many
years and is one of the major fishing areas of this State. The roads in that area were not
upgraded by the Labor Government in order that it could win the seat; they were upgraded
when the electorate was a safe Liberal seat. Since that time the road to Monkey Mia has been
bituninised and it now allows tourists reasonable access to the area. In the past they were
turned away because of the condition of the road.
The Federal Goverrnent made a major commitment to the region by way of providing funds,
as part of the Bicentennial project, for the sealing of the road from Newman to Pont Hedland.
The total cost of the work was $174 million which -was in excess of the Federal
Government's total commitment to roads in this State this financial year. The futnds allocated
resulted in an excellent road from Newman to Port Hedland, through the Hamersley Range
which is picturesque. This will lead to a tourist route being established through Murchison
towns to Newman. The people in Newman know that the improved roads will provide an
influx of tourists to the town. However, they are concerned that the road from Wubin is of
single width. It was to be upgraded to a dual carriageway in the 1970s by a then Liberal
Government and when the railway line to Meekatharra was closed. I have discussed this
matter with both the State and Federal Ministers for Transport and they have given a
commnitment that a double width road will be provided in the next four years.
The member for Darling Range mentioned a commitment of $5 million for the eradication of
the Queensland fruit-fly. I commend the Government for its action. Members would be
aware that Carnarvon depends on its horticulture industry. It was lucky a few years ago to be
allocated funds for a pilot program to eradicate the European fruit-fly. The technology
gained from that program has provided the Department of Agriculture with sufficient
information which will hopefully eradicate the Queensland fruit-fly.
I support the Bill and I commend it to the House.
MR FRED TUBBY (Roleystone) [10.17 pm]: I had pleasure listening to the member for
Victoria Park earlier today. He states facts, but he fails to provide the logic to those facts.
The member for Victoria Park referred to taxes and then supplied a different scenario from
the one which I wish to present.
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Water, sewerage, electricity and Transperth fares have been increased by seven per cent in
this year's Budget. I give credit to the Premier because he forecast during the election
campaign the increase in those services would be seven per cent which would be in line with
inflation.
The member for Victoria Park also made reference to the increase in salaries and wages over
the last 12 months and said that the increase was in the order of 4.7 per cent. I know thaz is
what he said because I wrote it down at the time. Therefore, there has been a 4.7 per cent
increase in wages and salaries and a seven per cent increase in water, sewerage, electricity
and Transpeth services. The increase will impact on families.
Several members interjected.
Mr FRED TUBBY: If the member for Peel wishes to interject he should do so from his seat.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I am quite capable of controlling interjections. I suggest
to the member that he addresses his remarks to the Chair, although he is correct on this
occasion.
Mr FRED TUBBY: The member for Peel does not make a large contribution to debates in
this House, but when he does -

Mr Tray; It is firt class.
Mr FRED TUBBY: As I said earlier, the seven per cent increase in State charges as against
the 4.7 per cent increase in salaries and wages will impact on families. I cannot see any logic
in chat. To add to that there has been a 1.50 a litre increase in fuel; that is, a 36 per cent
increase.
Mr Pearce: On what?
Mr FRED TUBBY: On what it was before.
Mr Pearce: It is not a 36 per cent increase in the price of fuel.
Mr FRED TUBBY: The Government is receiving a 36 per cent increase on what it was
receiving from the previous fuel levy.
Mr Pearce: We are talking about the cost to the ordinary people. It is a two per cent increase.
Mr FRED TUBBY: The increase will raise $30 million.
Mr Pearce: It is a two per cent increase.
Mr FRED TUBBY: It will impact on families who fill the family car at the bowsers. and on
the transport industry which fill their vehicles with petrol at the bowsers.
Mr Pearce: But families will be driving on roads -

Mr FRED TUB BY: For which there is no increase in the State Budget.
Mr Pearce: You am wrong.
Mr FRED TUBBY: I am not wrong. I am referring to the millions of dollars which the
Government has allocated this year as against those allocated last year. Somewhere in the
Government's fancy figures $30 million has been lost.
There has been a manipulation of figures; $30 million has been dragged away from families
in this State through another impost. As well as that, families pay every time they use a
service or purchase any household goods in shops because those goods carry a transport
company cost which is used to pay increased fuel tax. Families will pay twice; once at the
bowser and once when they go out to buy something.
Dr Gallop: The Opposition wants us to spend more money on roads.
Mr FRED TUBBY: I do, but the Govemrment will not. The actual allocation in the Budget
this year is no more than last year, so it is not keeping pace with inflation.
Mr Pearce: That tax has gone on if there is an increase in the price of goods at the
supermarket. It is not there and not noticeable.
Mr FRED TUBBY: The Leader of the House would not know because he does not pay for
his fuel.
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Mr Pearce: But I pay for my groceries.
Mr FRED TIJBBY: Financial institutions duty will be increased from 20 per $100 to 3.5jt
per $100. That is not a seven per cent increase, it is a 75 per cent increase. Most families put
money into and take money out of bank accounts, so they will pay chat 75 per cent increase.
Mr Troy: What will be the overall burden of that increase on the average family?
Mr FRED TUBBY: The Minister should tell me. The Government is white- anting a seven
per cent increase in State taxes and charges. It is white- anting fuel costs; it is whire-anting
the FID tax, and it goes on. It is white-anting stamp duty. It is again white-anting payroll
tax. Do Government members think businesses will carry those costs on their own when they
have been screwed to the wall by the people opposite? They will pass on those costs. To
whom? They will be passed ont to you and mec and all the families out there. The
Government is white-anting away with these costs. What is it giving people? It has given a
$20 reduction in the cost of drivers' licences. It will hand out $100 for secondary students
and $50 for primary students. The Government is encouraging people to put their hands out
for Government handouts.
I say that the Government should reduce taxes, not put them up. Do not increase charges and
do not hand out any more money, because in the process of the Government's collecting this
money and handing it out again a lot of it gets used up in the bureaucracy. The member for
Melville mentioned this matter this afternoon and said he saw something on television about
bureaucracies. All of these increases will impact on families and I see no way around that.
Why will they impact on families? It is simply because the Government runs amok
squandering hundreds of millions of dollars on failed ventures and then goes out and white-
ants the family income. That is disgraceful!
There are other areas of increasing costs and decreases or neglect of Government
responsibilities. I am glad the Minister for Consumer Affairs is in the House because the first
of these matters relates to the Ministry of Consumer Affairs. I do not know whether the
Minister is aware of the amount of legislation this ministry is responsible for overseeing and
ensuring it is complied wit over the length and breadth of our State. It is responsible for
taking punitive action against companies and individuals who do not comply with this
legislation. In my book, if legislation exists it is enforced and if it is not to be enforced then
do not have that legislation. Legislation must be applied without fear or favour across the
length and breadth of the State. I ask whether it is being applied across the length and
breadth of the State by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs.
I will quote from a couple of letters I have received relating to this matter. 1 will not mention
names because these cases are before the ministry. The first states, in part -

I wrote to the above-mentioned agent requesting a refund of the overcharged amounts.
I was not favoured with a reply. I decided to place the matter with the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, and made contact with Mr -

A name is mentioned. The levter continues later -
I further confirmed that the afore-ruentioned agent was not licensed in accordance
with the provisions of the Act.
These details were passed on to your Department in discussions with -

A name is mentioned again. The letter continues -

I have now received a letter fromn your Department -

A copy of a letter sent to the Minister and dated 30 August -

infonming me thar action in respect of this matter has been suspended as financial
constraints within your Department prevent country travel.

The second letter states -

Although I understand the department had established that a primna face breach of the
Act has taken place, the department has advised me that they are unable to pursue
matters in relation to fu~rther investigations due to financial restraints imposed on them
mn relation to country travel and their investigations have now been suspended. A
copy of their advice is attached.
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I quote from the advice dated 25 August from the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, as follows -

Due to financial constraints imposed on this ministry in relation to country travel;
further investigation of this matter has been suspended indefinitely.

How can there be a set of ivies that can be administered and applied only in the metropolitan
area because there are not enough funds to send investigators to country areas? I find that
absolutely and utterly deplorable. Whether she realises it or not, the Minister is responsible
for this Act. I asked a question of the Ministe'r on Thursday, 7 September relating to this
matter, as follows -

(1) Is the Minister aware that the Ministry of Consumer Affairs is unable to
pursue breaches of legislation where the offefiding party is situated outside the
metropolitan area?

(2) What is the reason for this situation?
(3) For how long has this situation existed?
(4) Is the Minister satisfied with this state of affairs?
(5) What action does the Minister intend to take to ensure that legislation, for

which the Minister is responsible, will be uniformly enforced throughout
Western Australia?

What was the answer? The answer to question (1) was "No" and to questions (2)-(5) was
"Not applicable". 'In other words, the Minister was not aware that back in August the
ministry she is responsible to this House and the people of Western Australia for could not
pursue cases in the country.
Mrs Henderson: Why don't you tell the truth? The reason I said "No" was that literally
hundreds of complaints in the country are investigated every year and the officers in Bunbury
and Albany investigate complaints all the time.
Mr FRED TUBBY: The Minister was not aware that her ministry was sending replies to
people who had requested assistance - and one of these was a prima facie case involving
hundreds of thousands of dollars and a few people I will not mention at this time for fear of
embarrassing them - saying they could not send anybody out to investigate because they did
not have the money to do so, yet the Minister was not aware of that fact. The ministry did
not have the money to administer the law, that is the truth.
Mrs Henderson: That is wrong. The member asked whether I was aware that country
complaints were not being investigated and I said, "No, they are." That is not true, they are
being investigated.
Mr FRED TUBBY: I rephrased the question and asked it again hoping I would receive a
better answer.
Mrs Henderson: The member should ask the right question. He should not assume no
complaints are investigated because he has one that was not.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Last year another Minister answered a question in a flippant manner and
ended up in all sorts of hot water, so the Minister should not imitate heir seniors.
Mrs Henderson: The question is not answered in a flippant manner. The member should not
base his questions on a false assumption and then not like the answer. His assumption is
wrong.
Mr FRED TUBBY: My assumption is not wrong, because these letters are going out from
the ministry.
Mrs Henderson: You based your question on the fact that you say two letters went out but no
complaints were investigated.
Mr FRED TUBBY. These are two letters I have had. They have been forwarded to me to
see what I can do to ensure that justice is carried out in the country areas, the same as it is in
Perth.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member should address his remarks to the Chair.
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Mr FRED TUBBY: The legislation is not being supervised. Some of these cases involve
hundreds of thousands of dollars, and they cannot be pursued because this Minister is not
aware that her deparment does not have the funds to send qualified investigators from the
metropolitan area to the country. That is the long and short of it, whether she believes it or
not.
Mr Lewis: Perhaps they deliberately do not want to have the investigation done.
Mr FRED TUBBY: That point will come another day.
The next area I wish to discuss concerns effluent disposal. Last year the member for Perth,
the Deputy Speaker, presented to this House a Select Committee report on effluent disposal.
It was a very comprehensive report and I compliment the member on it. Now, 12 months
down the track, what has happened?
Mr Lewis: Nothing!
Mr FRED TUBBY: I have discussed this matter with the member concerned, but
unfortunately very little has happened.
Mr Lewis: He is embarrassed as wedl.
Mr FRED TUB BY: I do not blame him.
Mr Lewis: He was genuine in his desire.
Mr Bridge: I will be able to tell you about a plan which looks at those matters. It was
developed by way of that study and you and others will become very excited about it.
Mr FRED TUB BY: That is trmendous. I am really pleased.
Before looking at the Budget allocation, many new members may not be aware of this report.
It reads -

The present situation in the Perth Metropolitan Area is that approximately 36 per cent
of the city remains unsewered... The Committee finds this situation to be
unacceptable and believes that a plan to eliminate this problem should be developed.

I wholeheartedly agree. How much will it cost to infill these areas? These figures are based
on last year, so we should add a little for inflation. it would cost $836 million to sewer the
infill areas in the metropolitan area totally; that is the 35 per cent of the metropolitan area
which is not currently covered. The two most important areas, the residential wet areas and
the residential clay areas - into which it so happens parts of my electorate fall - would cost
$247 million to sewer. Those are the urgent priorities.
Recommendation 20 is that the Water Authority of Western Australia be required to produce
a definite plan to develop backlog sewer areas within the next 10 years by significantly
increasing the proportion of its budget commnitted to this area. That report was brought into
this House last year, and I would have assumed, perhaps naively, that it would be dealt with
in this Budget. Perhaps the Government had higher priorities for spending hundreds of
millions of dollars than infili sewerage..
Let us look at 1983-84 to see what was spent. In 1983-84, $ 16.137 million was spent. 'That
was the first year of the Burke Government. This was for infill areas, not total sewerage. In
1984-85, $14.16 million was spent - a decrease of just over $2.3 million. In 1985-86 the
amount dropped off again to $9.909 million. In 1986-87 we went -up a little to
$11.48 milon. In 1987-88 the figure was $8.73 million. In 1988-89 it was $9.309 million.
This year the Budget Estimate is $10.65 million - a small increase over last year and the year
before, but still less in number terms than in 1986-87, and significantly less than int 1983-84.
If we take inflation into account, after the Deputy Speaker's valuable report, we will be
spending a mere pittance compared with what we spent in 1983-84, and that is absolutely
disgraceful.
Mr Bridge: You said $800 million would be required.
Mr FRED TUBBY: In 1988, this is for the whole lot.
Mr Bridge: You cannot talk just about the last couple of years.
Mr FRED TUB BY: No, I am not.
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Mr Bridge: Hopefully in the next two months we will come up with a plan to look at that
situation.
Mr FRED TUBBY: I put a question on notice to the Minister for Water Resources about that
plan, because that was part of the recommendation in the report. I asked the Minister what
his department had done to put in place, as recommended in that report, the plan to see this
work carried out over the next 10 years. The reply camne back, "Sorry, you asked the wrong
department; ask the Health Department." According to the report, the Water Authority was
supposed to be preparing the plan. I do not know why I was shoved off to the Health
Department, but I am still awaiting a reply from them. The Minister for Health probably does
not know what I am talking about.
Mr Bridge: I do not remember the question, but we certainly should have answered it.
Mr FRED TUBBY: That is what I thought. How do these things affect my electorate? My
electorate is in the hills, where we have plenty of gravel and rain. The hills area has a much
higher rainfall that the coastal plain, and we are predominantly on septic tanks. Those septic
tanks and leach drains in Roleystone and on the scarp at Armadale fill up with water and
overflow down the streets and gutters. People have them pumped out after the rain, which
costs an arm and a leg. Down comes the next rain and they overflow and run down the
gutters again. No wonder the Minister for Water Resources has passed the question over to
the Minister for Health! It is pretty disgusting. We also have clay soils in the foothills, and
people have to renew their leach drains every few jears at great expense. We have sent a
petition to the Minister for one area, but there is no money for Clarence Street. With your
permission, Sir, I shall read a letter I have received from the Armadale City Council -

Dear Mr Tubby,
INFILL SEWER, WESTFIELD 6A AREA
Council has recently received a letter from the Minister for Water Resources with
regard to the abovementioned Proposed Sewer Scheme, in which the Minister states
that, due to the lack of funds, -

[ wonder why? The letter continues -

- the first area of reticulated sewer will not be provided prior to mid to late 1991, and
therefore Council is concerned about the delay in this project.
In order to provide you with some background information on this proposed Infill
Sewer Scheme, I advise that it was originally intended that the above sewer scheme
would be funded and completed in the period 1986 - 1990.
However, in the past two or three years funds allocated for sewer schemes in the
metropolitan area, have been drastically cut, -

I have just read members the figures for that. Members can see for themselves how
drastically they were cut. 'The letter continues -

- to the extent that this scheme may now commence next month but may not be
completed until 1994.
This area of Kelmscott was nominated as a high priority area for sewer because of the
nature of the soil, which is generally unsuitable for long term on-site effluent disposal.
Consequently, there are many instances where leach drain malf'unctions are occurring.

I do not need to remind you about this, Mr Deputy Speaker, because you were the chairman
of that committee and you are a full bottle on all problems connected with septics and the
need for infill sewerage within the metropolitan area, of which 35 per cent is still unsewered.
No real attempt has been made yet to alleviate that problem.
Within my electorate, and also within the Westfield 6A area that was supposed to be sawered
in 1990 but now will not be sewered until 1994, is the Rivendale child care and community
centre. It is a beautiful new building which was constructed two or three years ago, but it is
only half occupied - that is, it is used as a child care centre. This is where this Government
really comes into its own - in the provision of child care facilities and family centres. A new
family centre is proposed for Roleystone, and another for Airmadale. In Kehnscott we have a
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beautiful, big, new community centre but it is only half occupied because it is not connected
to the sewer; it utilises septics. Every week or so the centre requires $450 to have the septics
pumped out. The community centre pant of the building has never been used and will not be
used until the sewerage is connected.
This is the Government that builds family centres; it is committed to the family, but it
increases taxes and charges.
Mrs Henderson: Why don't you tell the truth and say why sewerage did not go through? It
did not go through because all the local residents signed a petition opposing it.
Mr Pearce: That is absolutely true.
Mrs Henderson: But you do not bother to find out about that. Why don't you say that?
Mr FRED TUBBY: Sewerage was to be installed by 1990, but now it will not be installed
until 1994.
Mrs Henderson: It would have been installed three years ago but the residents opposed it.
Mr Pearce: Hundreds of people signed petitions and brought them to my office. As a result
of their representations I had the project put off.
Mr FRED TUB BY: Did the Minister say he put it off?
Mr Pearce: Yes.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Since when has the Minister been vulnerable to petitions?
Mr Pearce: We listen to what people have to say.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Has the Minister seen any petitions on the Swan Brewery site? Does he
listen to those petitions? Come on! This Government says, "We are in Government to make
decisions -

Mr Pearce: Well, we made a decision to put it off for three years.
Mr FRED TUBBY: - and we are not concerned about the whole of the metropolitan area and
what the whole of Western Australia thinks about the Swan Brewery site-, we will go ahead
regardless because we are in Government and we know what is right. We will make the
tough decisions." When it suited the Minister, because he did not have the money anyway,
he listened to a handful of petitions and he caved in.
Mr Pearce: Who says it was a handful of petitions?
Mr FRED TUBBY: The Minister was like a sack of wet spuds; yet on an unimportant issue
like the Swan Brewery he digs his heels in.
The SPEAKER: Order! [ suggest the member for Roleystone address his remarks to me. I
am not entirely convinced that to address the Leader of the House as a sackful of wet potatoes
could be assumed to be parliamentary.
Mr FRED TUBBY: I am probably being unkind to the member for Warren and I apologise
to him.
Mr Pearce: -The member for Warren looks as though he has been turned into chips.
Mr FRED TUBBY: The Leader of the House picks and chooses. When it is convenient he
will cave in.
Mr Pearce: If my constituents want something that is reasonable I will organise it for them.
Mr FRED TUBBY: On a very important issue like sewerage, so desperately needed in the
metropolitan area, where we are worried about the Canning and Swan Rivers turning into a
green silt pond within a few years, the Minister backs away.
Mr Pearce: That is rubbish. We put it in another area where the people wanted it.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Whether the Swan Brewery should be built or bulldozed is of no
consequence whatsoever. That will not pollute the Canning or Swan Rivers or destroy our
underground water supplies or cause any other big problems. It is a hazard as it is - but no!
This Minister digs in his heels on an inconsequential issue, but on something of real
importance he caves in because of a few names on a petition.
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Mr Pearce: We spent the same amount on sewerage, but in a different location. It had the
same impact on the environment.

Mr FRED TUJBBY: This is the Minister who is concerned about families.

Mr Pearce: We are concerned about families. Many of those families did not have the
money to connect their properties to the sewerage scheme.

Mr FRED TUBBY: This Government does not have the money to put in a sewerage system,
but it has hundreds of millions of dollars to squander wherever it likes. When it comes to a
few hundred or a couple of thousand dollars to do the things it was put in Government to do,
this Government cannot afford it because it does not have the money. In the consumer affairs
and water resources areas it does not have the money, but it has plenty to spend on ocher
things.

Another problem in my electorate, which will also interest the Minister for Consumer Affairs
because it used to be in her electorate, concerns the Gosnells Police Station. During the past
few years the officers stationed there have developed an enviable record for achievements
under quite trying conditions. They have successfully piloted many schemes which have
been expanded and developed -

Mrs Henderson: And encouraged by the State Government.

Mr FRED TUBBY: Yes, I will give credit where credit is due; I am not backward in doing
that. Initiatives the Gosnells police officers have introduced include a truancy patrol, an anti-
theft squad, Neighbourhood Watch, School Watch and Industry Watch. They are tremendous
activities and initiatives which have all been very successful, and they have been
implemented and extended into other areas. Despite these commendable activities,
unfortunately crime has increased by 50 per cent over the past 12 months.

Mr Pearce: Since you took over as the member - I noticed that.

Mr FRED TUBBY: I have been the member for only the last six months, so I am responsible
for only 25 per cent of it - the Minister should give credit where credit is due!

There are 23 police officers stationed in Cosnells coping with this heavy workload. With all
of the initiatives they have undertaken over the last five years to alleviate this crime situation,
they are operating out of a building which, to be polite, is not adequate. To be impolite, it is
an absolute disgrace that dedicated and responsible officers of the law should be required to
work in such appalling, cramped and crowded conditions. What has the Government done
about this? Thiree years ago land was set aside in Maddington -

Mrs Henderson: That is right.

Mr FRED TUBBY: Am I right? I am glad that I am right every now and again. Land was
set aside in Maddingion for the construction of a new complex so that this inadequate facility
could be done away with once and for all. Unfortunately, following the election, when this
area came into my electorate - and I do not know whether that has anything to do with it - I
wrote to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services to inquire about progress in this
matter, and I received the following reply -

I refer to your letter of April 18, 1989, regarding the police complex proposed for
Maddington.

The Maddington project was listed in the 1988/1989 Police Department capital works
programme but was deferred.
It has been re-listed to proceed in the triennial period commencing 1989/1990 subject
to the availability of funds.

A Budget allocation was made for the project in 1988-89, but it was deferred to 1989-90
subject to the availability of-funds. The letter continues -

Whilst it is acknowledged that provision of a new complex in the Maddington area is
an integral part of future policing strategies for the south east metropolitan region, it is
not possible at this stage to give a firm undertaking as to when construction will
commence.

Once again no funds are available to meet the Government's election promises. This item
appeared in the Budget last year but funds were not available - perhaps it will appear in the
next triennial Budget provided sufficient funds are forthcoming.
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Mr Speaker, do you think this Government is doing the right thing? The Government was
elected on a whole stack of promises to keep down taxes and charges. I outlined that at the
beginning of my speech. The Governiment is white-sitting the family with increased taxes
and charges which impact heavily on families.
The Government was elected to uphold the law, but funds need to be made available to
enforce the law in this State. Also in the area of water resources the Government does not
have the funds needed to address die report which the member for Perth brought into this
House last year. Funds are not available to carry out the hard work which this Government
was elected to do.
The police complex in Maddington was mentioned in last year's Budget, but once again
funds were not available so the project was put off. These are the things for which
Governments are elected; these are the things for which people pay taxes. Taxes keep
increasing; the provision of services and facilities decreases. The Government wastes
hundreds of millions of dollars; revenue is squandered like water being splashed around the
place. The upholding of the law, the installation of services, and the provision of public
facilities cannot come to fruition because the Government does not have sufficient funds.
This is a disgraceful situation; it is a sad indictment on this Government. I did not agree with
what the member for Victoria Park had to say in his conclusion to the debate. Hie said that we
should look at things from two or three directions; he chose one direction and I choose the
opposite. I have outlined the areas in which the Government has failed. There is no
argument: It is a fact; it is in writing. The Government has failed, and I totally abhor the
Government for that.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Trenorden.

House adjourned at 10.53 pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

ROTUWELLS LTD - RESCUE
Minister for Economic Development and Trade - R & I Bank Loan

526. Mr COURT to the Premier
(1) Was the Premier aware that the current Minister for Economic Development

and Trade contacted the Rural and Industries Bank to tr and influence it to
provide a loan 10 Rochwells Ltd during the Rothwells rescue saga?

(2) If yes, when?
(3) Was the Premier advised?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1)-(3)

I was not aware that the Minister had telephoned the R & I Bank to see
whether fturther credit could be provided. The Minister did infonn me of his
telephone call at some later timne but I do not recall when that was.

EDWARDS, MR KEVIN - LLOYD, MR TONY
Resignations - Government Payments

567. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:
(1) What payments, if any, have been made by the Government to Messrs Kevin

Edwards and Tony Lloyd following their resignations from Government
employment and Rothwells employment respectively?

(2) In particular, what payments have been made to either of those parties through
the Building Management Authority or the Technology Institute Development
Authority?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) 1 know of no such payments.
(2) For the Opposition Leader's edification, TIDA is the Technology and Industry

Development Authority.
I am advised that TIDA has a contract with International Business
Development and its director, Mr Tim Flynn, to work on defence marketing
contracts-
I am advised that Mr Edwards and Mr Lloyd have recently undertaken work
for International Business Development.

FORESTRY - PINE PLANTINGS
Nannap, Balingup. Busselton South - Mortality Rate

590. Mr BLAJ.KIE to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:
(1) What is the total pine plantings in the -

(a) Nannup;
(b) BaLingup; and
(c) Busselton south (Donnybrook sunklands) areas?

(2) What is the maxinmurn mortality rate of pines in each area?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) The figures provided relate to the areas of pine planted by the Department of

Conservation and Land Management on both public land and private land
under lease agreement. They do not include pine planted by private growers.
Areas are as at December 1988 -

(a) Nannup Shire, 5 000 ha;
(b) Donnybrook-Balingup Shire, 10 400 ha; and
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(c) Busselton Shire (Donnybrook sunklands area), 3 100 ha.
Ther is an additional area of 5 900 ha in the Donnybrook suniclands area
which falls within the Augusta-Margaret River Shime.

(2) Seven per cent by area of 10 677 ha of the department's pine lands in tke
Shires of Nannup and Donnybrook-B alingup surveyed in 1988 showed a
maximum mortality rate in excess of 50 per cent, as a result of severe drought.
The mortality rates due to drought were negligible in the Busselton Shire

REAL ESTATE AND BUSINSS AGENTS FIDELiT Y GUARANTEE FUND - REAL
ESTATE AND BUSINESS AGENTS SUPERVISORY BOARD'S TRUST INTEREST

ACCOUNT
Home Buyers Assistance Fund - Balance of Moneys

595. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
What is the aggregate balance of moneys held at 31 August 1989 in the
following funds -

(a) the Real Estate and Business Agents Fidelity Guarantee Fund;
(b) the Real Estate and Business Agents Supervisory Board's Trust

Interest Account;
(c) the Home Buyers Assistance Fund established under section 131B of

the Real Estate and Business Agents Act 1978?
Mrs HENDERSON replied:

The balances as at 31 August 1989 are -
(a) $8 586 993.22;
(b) $467 733.75; and
(c) $2 303 509.26.

WETLANDS - INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE LIST
Nominations - Western Australia Participation Agreement

602. Mr WATTr to the inister for Conservation and Land Management:
(1) When did Western Australia agree to participate in the nomination of

significant wetlands for the list of wetlands of international importance -
Rarrisar agreement?

(2) What progress has been made toward honouring that conunitment?
(3) How many wetlands have been nominated?
(4) Is it intended to give priority to -

(a) Vasse Wonnerup;
(b) Peel Harvey estuaries;
(c) Forrestdale Lake;
(d) Thompsons Lake;
(e) Yalgomup;
(f) Lake Muir;
(g) Eighty Mile Beach;
(h) Lake Argyle;
(i) Lake Kununurra; and

U) Toolabin?
(5) What effect will nomination have on any -

(a) private land ownership;
(b) a commercial operation; and
(c) a mining or extractive industry?
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Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) The Commonwealth Government became a signatory to the agreement in

1974. This included all States and Territories of the Commonwealth.
(2)-(4)

Following assessment of criteria for nomination to Ramsar, the following nine
wetland areas are proposed to be submitted for nomination -

Peel-Yalgorup
Vasse Wonnerup
Fowrestdale and Thomsons Lakes
Ord River floodplain
Lake Argyle and Kununurra
Roebuck Bay
Eighty Mile Beach
Lake Toolibin
Lake Warden System

(5) (a) No private land will be nominated; and
(b)-(c)

The Ramnsar agreement does not prejudice the exclusive sovereign
rights of the State in whose territory the wetland is situated. The
agreement promotes t conservation and wise use of wetlands. The
agreement does not have a supporting Act. Any commercial or mining
proposal would need to satisfy the provisions of relevant State
legislation.

EDUCATION - TEACHERS
Pay Claim Support Pamphlets - Student Distribution Directive

651. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Education:
(1) Did any schools ignore the Minister's directive that notes or pamphlets in

support of the teachers' pay claim were not to be sent to parents via their
children?

(2) If yes, which schools?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) No such directive was issued by the Minister.
(2) Not applicable.

POLICE -ALBANY LICENSING CENTRE
Budget Allocation - Building Completion Timetable

671. Mr WATT to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
With respect to the Budget allocation of $308 000 for the Albany licensing
centre, can the Minister provide details of what the allocation will include and
the projected timetable for completion of the building?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
The Budget allocation of $308 000 is for completion of modifications to
premises acquired from the Shire of Albany in Chiester Pass Road to enable
transfer of the traffic licensing function from the present facility in Sanford
Road. The work is scheduled for completion in February 1990.

HOME BUYERS ASSISTANCE FUND - REAL ESTATE AND BUSINESS AGENTS
FIDELITY GUARANTEE FUND

Real Estate and Business A gems Supervisory Board's Trust interest
Account - Current Balances

683. Mr COURT to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
What are the current balances of funds in -
(a) the home buyers assistance fund;
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(b) the Rea Estate and Business Agents Supervisory Board's trust interest
account;

(c) the real estate and business agents fidelity guarantee flund?
Mrs HENDERSON replied:

See reply to question 595.
ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS - SELECT COMMflEE ON STATE FUNDING OF

ABORIGINAL PROGRAMS
Recommendations - Government Action

685. Mr MacKJ}JNON to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) What specific action has the Government taken on each of the I1I

recommendations contained in the report of the Legislative Council Select
Committee on State Funding of Aboriginal Program?

(2) What is the total expenditure on Aboriginal people expended during the year
ended 30 June 1989?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) The report of the Legislative Council Select Committee on State Funding of

Aboriginal Programs has been examined by my department, the Aboriginal
Affairs Planning Authority. Most of the recommendations pertain to
Commnonwealth Government responsibilities.
The State Goverrnent has recently established a Cabinet subcommittee on
Aboriginal affairs to ensure the efficient delivery of State Government
services to Aboriginal people and to develop integrated Aboriginal affairs
policies across State agencies. Although it was not established as a result of
the Legislative Council Select Committee's recommendations, I expect that
the continuing operations of the Cabinet subcommittee will address the
concerns raised by the Select Committee in its report.

(2) Although I cannot provide details of expenditure from other portfolios, the
total expenditure of the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority and the
Aboriginal Lands Trust in 1988-89 was $13 802 703, which includes
$9 548 862 for the Aboriginal communities development program.

DONOVAN RESEARCH - MINISTER FOR LABOUR
Market Research - Departmental Agency

688. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Labour:
(1) Has any agency under the Minister's control conducted any market research

through Donovan Research in the last 12 months?
(2) If so, what agency?
(3) What was the purpose and nature of the research?
Mr TROY replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Office of Industrial Relations;

Department of Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare;, and
Productivity Policy Unit.

(3) The Office of Industrial Relations commissioned research through Donovans
to provide data useful to a proposed information campaign to encourage
organtisations to improve their productivity by processes such as more efficient
use of human resources and better organisational. practices.
The Department of Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare research was to
evaluate public awareness of the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act
after its proclamation and initial promotion, to market test three possible
television advertisements to promote the "Make the Job Safe" campaign, and
to evaluate the acceptance and usefuilness of material contained in the
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department's quarterly journal and the determination of other information for
which there is a demand.

The Productivity Policy Unit research was to ascertain workers' understanding
of employment conditions and the way they are set within the industrial
relations system.

CYCLING - SAFETY HELMETS
Legislation

693. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Has the Government considered legislation to make it compulsory for cyclists

to wear safety helmets in Western Australia?

(2) If so. what decision has the Government made on this legislation?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) The State bicycle committee has researched the possibility of the compulsory
wearing of helmets by cyclists, and its considered opinion was that it would be
more appropriate to encourage cyclists to wear helmets rather than legislate.
The reasons given for the State bicycle committee recommendation were as
follows -

(i) The limited range of available helmets that meet the required
Australian Safety Standard for all age groups. Helmets suitable for
very young children are not yet readily available to the public.
Although the Standards Association of Australia is currently drafting
an appropriate standard for such helmets, the lack of availability would
create difficulties for many families should the wearing of helmets be
made compulsory.

(ii) The lack of secure storage facilities at schools.

(iii) Cost to large families.

(iv) Enforcement, particularly in relation to children under the age of
criminal responsibility and to children under 13 years who may not
understand the legal implications of contravening such a law, will be
difficult if not impossible.

The bicycle helmet rebate scheme was introduced to encourage the wearing of
helmets by young cyclists in December 1987. Since then, 58 500 helmets
have been sold.

Rather than legislate for the compulsory wearing of helmets by cyclists it is
considered more appropriate to continue with the educational safety program
presently in operation and the helmet rebate incentive.

HEALTH - COOLGARDIE HOSPITAL
Change Proposals - Action Taken

701. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Health:

(1) What action is being taken in relation to the Coolgardic Hospital?

(2) After the proposed changes, what will be the status of the centre?

(3) What will happen to elderly residents?

(4) What other facilities are there for elderly residents in Coolgardie?
Mrt WILSON replied:

(1) The existing buildings are to be restored and additional structures are to be
erected at a total cost of approximately $769 000.

(2) The changes will lead to the -

- establishment of an extended care service;
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conduct of a day attendance centre;
provision of residential care on an interim basis, for existing inpatients
who can manage without 24 hour nursing cure; and
upgrading of -

first aid and emergency treatment facilities;

medical practitioner consulting rooms; and
ambulance base.

(3) Provision has been made to accommodate and came for the current elderly
inpatients who require continuing residential care. The facility will not be
able to accommodate nursing home type patients. Patients requiring 24 hour
nursing care will be relocated in nursing homes in Kalgoorlie. On the basis of
criteria for Commonwealth approval for funding of nursing home beds there is
already an excess of nursing home beds in the Kalgoorlie-Coolgardie area.
Given the present aged population of Coolgardie, it is estimated on the basis
of these criteria that, on average, only one resident of this area will be in a
nursing homesa any time.

(4) None. The redevelopment of the Coolgardie Hospital will ensure the
availability of most facilities and services relevant to the needs of the elderly.
As noted above, it will provide intensive hospital care until a purpose built
aged persons hostel can be developed by the shire council.

YOUNG OFFENDERS - "STREET KIDS' LEAVE $45 000 BILL" REPORT
Charges - Convictions

702. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Community Services:

(1) Did the Minister observe a report in The West Australian on Thursday, 27 July
1989 under the heading 'Street kids' leave $45 000 Bill"?

(2) What charges were laid against the youth concerned?

(3) What convictions were recorded?

(4) What action was taken in relation to those convictions and the sentence?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

(I) Yes.

(2)-(3)
The charges that were laid and the convictions recorded by the Perth
Children's Court against the youth on 26 July 1989 are -

2 charges Assault with intent to prevent arrest.
3 charges Breaking and entering and stealing.
7 charges Breaking and entering with intent.
18 charges Unlawfully driving a motor vehicle.
18 charges No motor drivers licence.
19 charges Damage.

(4) The youth was placed under the control of the Department for Community
Services for a period of six months with a recommendation that he serve six
months in strict custody. He was placed in a Department for Community
Services detention centre, Riverbank.

R & I BANK - CLIENT COMPANIES
Share Purchase - Bank Policy

708. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:

(t) Is it the policy of the Rural and Industries Bank of Western Australia to
purchase shares or other equities in its client companies?

(2) Is this in practice sometimes done by the R & I Bank as a means of converting
debt due to the bank to equity?
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(3) When the bank makes loans to commercial operations which are part of a
group, does the bank as a matter of policy and practice take cross securities
covering the whole of the group?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(t)-(3)

This is a commercial matter for the bank.
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE - HAZARDOUS

SUBSTANCES
Recommendations

711. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Health:
(1) *Has Cabinet received the recommendations of the Western Australian

advisory committee on hazardous substances?
(2) What are those recommendations?
(3) Does the Government plan to implement these recommendations?
Mr TROY replied:
(1) The Western Australian advisory conmmittee on hazardous substances -

WAACHS - has made many recommendations on a range of issues relating to
hazardous substances. If the member clarifies to which recommendation he
refers, I will be happy to supply him with the relevant information.

(2)-(3)
Nor applicable.

ROTHWELLS LTD - COLLAPSE
Goverinment Guarantee - Ministers' Advice

712. Mt BRADSHAW to the Premier:
Did the Premier or any other Minister have advice before the petrochemical
agreement with Bond Corporation was signed that Rothwells was on the verge

- of collapse and chat the $150 million guarantee would be called upon?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

I refer the member to my statement to the House of 8 November 1988. Until
its final collapse, the advice received was that Rothwells had liquidity
problems.

PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT - CONNELL AND DEMPSTER
Corporate Affairs Department - Payment Inquiry

713. Mr BRADSHAW to the Premier:
(1) Has the Corporate Affairs Departnment investigated why the split of the money

paid to Mr Dallas Dernpster and Mr Laurie Connell, who were equal partners
in the petrochemical project, was $40 million and $350 million respectively?

(2) If not, will the Premier have the matter investigated?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

As I have previously indicated, questions of this nature are improper.
Inquiries, whether by police, Corporate Affairs Departmnent or any other
investigatory authority are inappropriate for public comment unless
proceedings are initiated, or, where proceedings are not initiated, the matter is
the subject of official report.

READ, MR JOHN - SOUTH WEST DEVELOPMENT AUJTHORITY
Employment

714. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for South-West:
(1) Has the former member for Mandurah, Mr John Read, been employed in some

capacity with the South West Development Authority?
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(2) If so, in what capacity?
(3) Was the position advertised?
(4) If yes to (3), how many applications were received?
(5) What are the specifications for the position?
(6) What qualifications are required for the position?
(7) What is the remuneration including expenses; and is an office, staff and

vehicle provided?
(8) What is the length of the contract?
Mr D.L SMI1TH replied:
(1 )-(2)

Mr John Read has been employed as a special projects consultant to the South
West Development Authonity.

(3)-4)
This position is not a permanent Public Service appointmnent. As occurred
with the appointment of Mr Geoff Prosser in a similar capacity several years
ago, the appointment was not advertised.

(5)-(6)
The special projects consultant is required to undertake a range of projects in
the Peel region, particularly those relating to community development. These
include the Peel tree program, the development of a WA College of Advanced
Education campus in the Peel region, regional waste recycling, and Joblink
initiatives. The consultant is required to have a detailed knowledge of the
region and have contacts and a good rapport with local groups and
organisations.

(7)-(8)
Mit Read has been employed from 1 June 1989 on a three year contract at a
salary of $48 483 per annum. A vehicle has been provided. The special
projects consultant reports directly to the Peel region manager, Mr Peter
Murray.

ELECTIONS - STATE GENERAL 1989 ELECTION
Non-voters - Queries, Notices

720. Mr MENSAROS. to the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:
(1) How many queries/notices have been sent out to enrolled electors for not

voting in the 4 February 1989 State general election?
(2) How many of these queries/notices were returned to the Electoral

Commissioner's office as not having been able to be delivered because the
elector was unknown at the enrolled address?

(3) How many of the addresses of the notices capable of being delivered were -

(a) prosecuted; or
(b) their explanation for not voting accepted?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) As at 6 September 1989 the foilowing notices have been sent to electors who

have apparently failed to vote -

(a) 55 776 notices for apparent failure to vote;
(b) 4 294 penalty notifications to electors whose reasons for not voting

were not considered to be valid and sufficient; and
(c) 16 151 penalty notifications to electors who failed to sign up or return

the notice of apparent failure to vote.
(2) A total of 16 446 of the notices described in (1) were returned unclaimed to

the commission.
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(3) (a) None to date; and
(b) 23 635 responses from electors to the notices described in (1) were

considered to contain valid and sufficient reasons for not voting.
HUTUCINSON, MS JACQUI - STATE SCHOOL TEACHERS UNION

Public Directive - Pre-teachers' Strike
726. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Was the Minister aware of a public directive made prior to the recent teachers'
strike by a Ms Jacqui Hutchinson of the State School Teachers Union that
"Nan-members need to be singled our and exposed, particularly if they are
going to be difficult. They have to be dealt with finTnly. Ostracise them and
demand other members follow suit"?

(2) What action has been taken by either the Equal Opportunity Commission or
the Directorate of Equal Opportunity in Public Employment against Ms
Hutchinson or the State School Teachers Union?

(3) What plans have the commission and/or directorate for dealing in the future
with similar examples of incitement to discriminate?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) No.
(2) The Equal Opportunity Commission is unable to take any action unless a

complaint of discrimination on one of the grounds and in one of the areas
specified under the Equal Opportunity Act 1984 is received in writing by an
aggrieved person. The Directorate of Equal Opportunity in Public
Employment is not involved in the complaint process mentioned above.

(3) If the commission receives a complaint naming as a respondent a person who
has incited another person to commi-t an act of unlawful dicrimnination, the
commission will deal with the matter according to the provisions of the Equal
Opportunity Act 1984.

BICYCLES - SPEED LIMIT
Dual Use Paths - Road Traffic Code Regulation

728. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Is there a speed limit for bicycles on dual use paths in the Perth metropolitan

area, or is regulation 1306 of the Road Traffic Code the only regulation
controlling reckless riding on such paths?

(2) Have there been any prosecutions under this regulation, or any others which
mnay be relevant, for reckless riding on dual use paths?

(3) If so, how many such prosecutions have taken place in each of the last five
years?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) No. Regulation 1306 of the Road Traffic Code controls reckless riding.
(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.

BICYCLES -ACCIDENTS

Dual Use Paths -Separate Statistics
729. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Are bicycle accidents on the network of dual use paths in the Perth
metropolitan area recorded separately fromn those raking place on other
carriageways?

(2) If so, how many accidents have been recorded on such paths in each of the last
five years?

A71481-6
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Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

CATS - FERAL
Reduction - Government Action

730. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Is the Government taking any action to reduce the number of feral cats in
Western Australia?

(2) If so, what action has been taken or is proposed?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) As a result of fox control measures, feral cats which have taken the poison
baits were killed. In identified problem areas, Department of Conservation
and Land Management staff may either trap or shoot feral cats, providing a
measure of localised control. While now widespread, the feral cats
populations are fuelled by numbers originating from urban settlements.

(3) Not applicable.

FOXES - CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT DEPARTMIENT
Study - Completion

731. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Has the Western Australian Department of Conservation and Land
Management completed its study of fox breeding habits, habitat, dispersal and
technology of control?

(2) If so. what action is now contemplated in respect of the study?

(3) Is any other Government action proposed or taking place in an effort to reduce
fox numbers in Western Australia?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) Studies are ongoing. On the basis of results obtained to date, fox control
measures are being successfully implemented by the Department of
Conservation and Land Management to protect fauna populations in a number
of areas in the State.

(2) Studies are continuing and further fox studies are planned. Fox control has
been identified as a priority area in the Prime Minister's July 1989 statement
on the environment and as a result there will also be greater coordination of
fox control efforts throughout the nation.

(3) Yes. The Agriculture Protection Board has a fox control program for
protection of livestock, particularly ewes and kids. The APB has an active fox
control research program and also cooperates with the Department of
Conservation and Land Management for studies in fox control for native fauna
protection purposes.

FAUNA - RARE
"Government Gazette" 116 - List Changes

732. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Have there been any changes made to the list of fauna declared rare or
otherwise in need of special protection, pursuant to the Wildlife Conservation
Act 1950, published in Government Gazette 116 on 22 November 1985?

(2) If so, what changes have been made?
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Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 1 refer the member to the Government Gazette of 2 December 1988, an extract

from which I have forwarded to him.
SOUTH WEST - INDUSTRY

Economic and Social Impact Study
735. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for South-West:

(1) Has the Minister instigated a long term economic and social impact study into
die effects of industry, particularly mining, in the south west?

(2) If yes, how does the study address transport by -

(a) road;
(b) rail; and
(c) sea?

(3) If yes to (1), have the local authorities in the area been advised of such a
study?

(4) If no to (1), will the Minister undertake to instigate this long term study?
(5) (a) Is the Minister aware of the number of advisory bodies, task. force,

land use and consultative committees in the south west; and
(b) if yes, is there a central study group collating the information or

coordinating these groups?
(6) Will the Minister give a commitment to consult local government and

community organisations when undertaking this study?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(3)

Not applicable.
(4) The South West Development Authority is presently in the process of

completing a broad study on the mineral sands industry. In addition a specific
study is investigating transport options from the lower south west for proposed
mineral sands mining and other future resource developments. Long term
strategic studies on aspects of industry in the south west will be undertaken as
the need arises.

(5) (a) I am aware of the significant number of bodies which are considering
various aspects of development in the region. Some examples include
the Warren-Lefroy advisory committee, the Collie Basin management
and planning group and the Peel Wnet Management Authority; and

(by) interaction between the groups is coordinated as required.
(6) The South West Development Authority has always consulted local

government and community groups when undertaking any study. This will
continue.

PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES AUTHORIT7Y BILL - CHARLTQN, HON ERIC
Wiese, Mr Peter - Vote Change. Deputy Premier's Instruction

739. Mr MacKINNON to the Deputy Premier:
(1) With reference to the report in the Sunday Times that Hon Eric Charlton had a

conversation with Mr Peter Wiese of Robinson Cox and Co shortly before and
on the same day as the upper House vote on the Petrochemical Industries
Authority Bill and that the subject of the meeting reportedly caused him to
change his vote on the Bill, did the Deputy Premier -
(a) instruct Mrf Peter Wiese in that matter, and
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(b) have knowledge of the general content of that conversation either -

(i) before it occurred; or
(ii) after it occurred but prior to mid-August?

(2) Is the Deputy Premier aware of a State Energy Commission of Western
Australia letter of October 1988 which sets out the proposed pricing for gas to
be supplied to the then PICL project?

(3) If yes, would the Deputy Premier table the document?
Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Mr Wiese has issued a statement which clarifies his position on this matter and

I have nothing to add.
(2)-(3)

Many matters were considered in the negotiations over the petrochemical
propoal. If the member will be more specific I will make the necessary

inquiries.
ROTHWELLS LTD - RESCUES

Further Government Assistance - Premnier's Refusal
740. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:

(1) In connection with various statements made by the Premier on the Des
Guilfoyle program on ABC radio, on 5 September 1989, when the Premier
said he refused to give further assistance to Rothwelis, is it not a fact that the
decision followed various discussions and proposals involving the
Government in a further rescue of Rothweils?

(2) On what date or dates prior to the election and in what statement or statements
and in reply to which parliamentary question or questions did the Premier or
his deputy make "it clear" that the petrochemical project involved -

(a) guarantees to Western Australian Government Holdings Ltd;
(b) letters of commitment as to those guarantees from the Premier and his

deputy to Bond interests; and
(c) a total Government commitment to the project through Western

Australian Government Holdings of -
(i) $175 million buy in price; plus
(il) interim finance up to $ 100 million; plus
(iii) guarantees by the Government of energy costs; plus
(iv) underwriting or liability for losses in the project should it

fail to produce profits sufficient to repay all borrowings plus
interest?

(3) In particular, on what date or dates did the Premnier or the Deputy Premier
deny or correct in any public way the statement from the Premier's Press
conference reported in The West Australian on 7 October 1988 as follows -

The $800 million required to bring the Kwinana site to production
stage by the target date of 1991 will be borrowed.
But it will be raised on a "non recourse" basis and no taxpayers'
money will be involved."?

(4) Why did the Premier and his deputy decline to answer numerous direct
questions between July 1988 and last week about -

(a) the value of the project;
(b) the full extent of Government liability to the project; and
(c) the supposed commitment to non-recourse finance which the Premier

now frequently refers to as project finance,
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including 1988 questions numbered -
1484
1494
1500
1270
1526
1501
281 (without notice)
1581
1596
325 (without notice)
1786
1902
1899

and others?

(5) (a) Did the Government fail or refuse to disclose any obligation to provide
interim finance for the project prior to the Deputy Premier's answer to
question 1964 of 1988 on 23 November 1988; and

(b) if so, why?
(6) (a) Did the Deputy Premier then and subsequently fail and refuse to

disclose the full extent of the commitment to interim finance, such
matters becoming public over several months from "leaked"
documents and media and Opposition investigations; arid

(b) if so, why?
(7) How do the facts of disclosure prior to the election reconcile with the claims

of disclosure made by the Premier in the said program?
(8) Has the Premier in fact tabled "all of the documents in relation to" what the

Premier called the details of State support for the petrochemical project?
(9) Did the Premider promise prior to the election that only "in our first year"

would taxes and charges not go up faster than the rate of inflation as they
affected families?

(LU) If so, when was that specific promise made other than in Labor Party
advertisements?

(11) On what date and in what media report or reports, statement or statements did
the Premider or his deputy say when announcing Government participation in
the petrochemical project that -

.. with the level of Government support that was being offered to the
project, project financing would be able to be put in place

as stated by the Premier on 5 September 1989?
(12) Is it not correct that the first public announcement of the provision of interim

finance for the project was on 23 November 1988?
(13) When the Premier said -

What we said at the time was that we would be providing interim
financing. arrangements, that was clear, that was public

what was the time of saying it the Premier referred to?
(14) When the Deputy Premier said in debate in April that there were not, had not

been and would not be any guarantees from Government in respect of the
petrochemical project, how did the Deputy Premier make "it clear" that the
Deputy Premier was not referring to the several guarantees already, provided
by the Government?

(15) Has the Premier been advised, or does the Premier know that the promises of
guarantees made in the Premier's and the Deputy Premier's correspondence
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with Bond interests could and would in usual commercial practice constitute
legal obligations of the Government as promisor to the Bond interests as
promisee?

(16) How does the Premtier reconcile the Premier's statement that "it would be
possible to finance it (the project) so that it did not impact on the day-to-day
lives of Western Australian taxpayers" with the Premier's and the Deputy
Premier's assertions last year and this year that the taxpayers would not bear
any liability for the project?

(17) How further does the Premier reconcile that statement with the provisions
made in the Budget for losses which clearly and necessarily impact on the
finances of the State and on the day-to-day lives of Western Australian
taxpayers?

(18) On what date or dates prior to the election and by means of what
correspondence, announcements or statements did the Premier offer the
Liberal members of the Opposition briefings on -

the financing of the project; and
the commitments entered into by the Government?

(19) In January 1989 was the Government advised that finance for the project
could not be arranged as previously contemplated because of legal doubts
about the legal obligations of the Government and/or its corporation to the
project?

(20) If so, was that situation publicly disclosed in any way?
(21) If the Premier says no to (19), what does the Premier say was the position at

that time, and was it made public?
(22) In January or early February prior to the election, did the Premier or the

Government undertake or promise orally or in writing directly or indirectly to
Bond interests that legislation such as that which became the Western
Australian Petrochemical Industries Authority Bill would be introduced to
Parliament to overcome all legal difficulties?

(23) If the Premier says no, what promises, commitments or undertakings does the
Premier say were given in this regard?

(24) Were any such arrangements announced or disclosed prior to the election?
(25) If so, when and in what statement or statements other than the Premier's

generalised statement of commitment to the Burt commission
recommendations?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) This matter has been fully canvassed in debate both in the Parliament and

public forums.
(2) (a)-(b)

The State Govenent's support for its own company has never been
denied; and

(c) as the member would be aware, to reveal details of negotiations
leading to the establishment of projects such as the North West Shelf
or a petrochemical plant would place the State at a disadvantage.

(3) The statements referred to reflected the Government's intentions and were
based on best advice. The question of interim finance was discussed publicly
in late 1988. Such interim finance was to be repaid from the project finance
and would not have impacted on taxpayers.

(4) The questions were answered to the fullest extent possible given the need to
protect the State's commercial position.

(5) (a) There is no question of "failing or refusing". The Deputy Premier
responded to a question asked at that time; and
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(b) not applicable.
(6) (a) See answer (4); and

(b) see (6)(a).
(7) There is no conflict.
(8) If the member has a specific concern he should identify that concern and I will

consider meeting his request.
(9) No.
(10) Not applicable.
(11) On numerous occasions.
(12) See answer (5)(a).
(13) Before February of this year.
(14) The member is referred to the full debate of 12 April 1989.
(15) This matter is the subject of litigation.
(16) No reconciliation is necessary.
(17) With the exception of prudent provisions relating to interim finance the

provisions in the 1989-90 Budget are no different from those that would have
been provided had the project proceeded on schedule.

(18) (a)-(b)
At various times but in particular I refer the member to the Hansard of I I
October 1988, p 3465.

(19)-(24)
These matters are the subject of litigation.

(25) Not applicable.
HORGAN, MR~ JOHN - WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION
Departure Payments - Premier's Approval

741. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:
(1) Did the Premider approve, fonnally or informally, the payments to Mr John

Horgan on his departure from the Western Australian Development
Corporation?

(2) If so, what was the form of that approval?
(3) If not, was the Premier informed of the payments before they were made.
(4) Did Mr Horgan's contracts contain a provision prohibiting disclosure of

payments made on a mutual agreement to terminate the contracts?
(5) What is the provision referred to in the Premier's answer to question 446 of

1989?
(6) How does the Premider reconcile his refusal to disclose the special one-off

payments to Mr Horgan to enable the Premier to discharge his contractual
obligations with -
(a) the recommendations of the Burt commission;
(b) the Premier's publicly announced commuitment to fulfil all its

recommendations; and
(c) the Premier's legislation which purported to do so?

(7) Will the Premier reconsider his refusal to answer question 446?
(8) Will the Premier produce legal advice to support his contention in question

446 that the payments were confidential?
(9) If so, will he table the advice?
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(10) If not, why not?
(11) Who has advised the Premier of the alleged confidentiality?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) 1 fonmally accepted a unanimous recommendation of the Board of die Western

Australian Development Corporation on the settlement payment to Mr
Horgan.

(2) In writing.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) The panties have agreed that the terms of the consultancy contract and the

termination of it should remain confidential.
(5) See (4).
(6) The Bunt commission has stated that its recommendation on contractual

secrecy "... is not incompatible, in appropriate cases, with the details of
negotiations or agreements being held confidential at die discretion of the
Minister but, if so, the Minister would be doing so in full knowledge of the
facts.."In this case, I am in full possession of the facts and have concluded
that it would not be appropriate for me to reveal Mr Horgan's private business
arrangements. Opposition members have repeatedly endorsed this position in
regard to their own personal financial affairs by refusing to allow passage of
pecuniary interests legislation.

(7)-(8)
No.

(9) Not applicable.
(10) It is not necessary.
(11) The confidentiality requirement is contained in the deed of settlement which

was drawn up by the corporation's solicitors, Parker and Parker.
VIOLENCE - "VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE" BOOKLET

National Committee on Violence - Attorney-General's Response
746. Mr HASSELL to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Has the Attorney General read the booklet Victims of Violence put out by the
national committee on violence?

(2) What is the Attorney General's response to its proposals?
(3) What measures have been taken by the Attorney General to bring Western

Australia into line with the international standard on assistance to victims of
violence set by the United Nations Assembly?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) The Attorney General is aware of the report.
(2)-(3)

The report largely reflects the Government's policy on victims of crime,
which was announced during the course of the election campaign. Legislation
introduced recendly by the Attorney General will implement one aspect of that
policy; namely, the enhancement of the restraining order system. For some
months the Government has been developing a victims assistance scheme and
its commencement, in the near future, will coincide with the formal adoption
of a Charter of Victims Rights as recommended by the report.

HOUSING - HOMESWEST
Incumbent Tenants - Rental Homes Sale Statistics

748. Mr LEWIS to die Minister for Housing:
(1) How many Homeswest rental homes were sold to the incumbent tenants

during 1988-89 financial year?
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(2) What was the aggregate amount of revenue raised by such sales?
Mrs BEGGS3 replied:

(1) 343.
(2) $20 073 000 in cash sales and sales financed through terminating building

societies - excludes sales financed through Homeswest loans.
SOUTH WEST - MURRAY SHURE COUNCIL

Recreational Facilities - Funding Allocation
751. Mr MacICINNON to the Minister for South-West:

Will the Minister advise what funds will be allocated to the Murray Shire
Council in this financiall year to provide recreational facilities in that shire?

Mr IlL. SMITH replied:
The South West Development Authority during 1988-89 co-funded with the
Murray Shire Council a study of the recreational needs in the Murray Shire.
The final report from the consultant is due shortly at which time the various
recommendations and funding options will be addressed. No specific
allocation for recreational facilities in the Murray Shire has been made by the
South West Development Authority in 1989-90 in view of the above.
However, Murray Shire groups are currently being considered for funding
under the authority's $50 000 creative playground scheme.

ROADS - PINJARRA/WILLIAMS ROAD
Upgrading - Main Road Status

752. Mr MacINNON to the Minister for Transport :
(1) Will the Minister advise whether favourable consideration has been given to

upgrading and declaring the Pinjarra-Williams Road a main road?
(2) If yes, when will the roadworks commence?
(3) If no, when is it anticipated that this road will be upgraded?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The classification of the Pinjarra-Williams Road has been reviewed and I

advised the council recently that it is appropriately classified as a secondary
road.

(2)-(3)
Consideration is being given to the upgrading of the Pinjarra-Marradong
section of the Pinjarra-Widiams Road and also the Bannister-Marradong Road
at a total cost of $4.7 million. Both are secondary roads which are the
responsibility of local government. The Boddington and Murray Shire
Councils, the Main Roads Department, the Department of Resources
Development and two mining companies operating in the area are negotiating
a cost sharing arrangement. The Government has already indicated it is
prepared to allocate substantial funds towards these upgrading works. The
roadworks can commence when agreement is reached on the sharing costs.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE - PROMPT ANSWERS
Guidelines - Unanswered Questions

753. Mr COWAN to the Premier:

(1) Has the Premier issued any instructions or guidelines to his ministrinal
colleagues about answering questions on notice promptly?

(2) If yes, how quickly are Ministers expected to answer questions on notice?
(3) Can the Premier assure the House that there will be a significant reduction in

the number of parliamentary questions that remain unanswered for days and,
in some cases, weeks?
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Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(04-2)

Ministers are aware that questions should be answered as quickly as possible.
(3) The following information may be of interest to the member: As of Thursday,

7 September in the Legislative Assembly, of a total 404 questions asked to
that date, 32 remained unanswered. The figures for the Legislative Council
for the same period were 22 unanswered of a total of 273. As of today's date,
and including questions due for answer today, approximately 95 per cent of
questions in the Assembly have been answered and approximately 90 per cent
of Council questions have been answered. Of the questions postponed this
session, more than 67 per cent were postponed for one day only.

PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT - WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT
HOLDINGS LTD

State Government Insurance Commission - Estimated Losses
755. Mr COWAN to the Treasurer:

(1) What is the Government's estimate of the total of losses incurred by it,
Western Australian Government Holdings Ltd and the State Government
Insurance Commission in relation to the petrochemidcal project?

(2) Who estimated the losses on the Treasurer's behalf?
Mr PARKER replied:

State Government Insurance Commission - nil.
WA Government Holdings - depends on value of security and future
arrangements - simply cannot say.

HOUSING - GREAT SOUTHERN HOUSING COLLECTIVE INC
Government Funding

757. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Housing:

(1) Has Homeswest or any other Government agency or instrumentality advanced
moneys by loan or grant to the Great Southern Housing Collective Inc?

(2) If yes -
(a) how much money has been advanced to that collective;,
(b) was the advance by way of loan or grant;
(c) for what purpose were the monies advanced; and
(d) if by loan, what collateral has the advance been secured against and is

such security registered?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) A grant was approved under the Commonwealth Government's local

government and community housing program.
(2) (a) $125 000;

(b) grant;
(c) to fund the establishment of the collective as it moves to legal

incorporation, the preparation of a detailed proposal and the purchase
of Lot 611 Scotsdale Road, Denmark; and

(d) not applicable.
JONES, MR TOM - FORMER MEMIBER FOR COLLIE

Government Employment
759. A& BRADSHAW to the Premier:

(1) Has the former member for Collie. Mr Tomn Jones, been employed in some
capacity by the Government?
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(2) If yes, in what capacity?
(3) What are the terms of employment - salary, expenses, etc?
(4) Was the position advertised?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Consultant to SECWA in the Collie community.

(3) In line with Government practice, details of personal contracts are not
divulged.

(4) No.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - EMPLOYEES
Doubling Levels - Additional Duties

761. Mr TUBBY to the Minister for Education:
(1) What additional duties are to be undertaken by the Minister's office which

require staffing levels to be more than doubled, from seven at 30 June 1989 to
an estimated 26 at the end of June 1990?

(2) How many full time personnel were employed as administrative, clerical and
ancillary staff in the schools division of central office at 30 June in -
(a) 1987;
(b,) 1988; and

(c) 1989?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(1) The approved staff establishment for the Office of the Minister for Education
and Aboriginal Affairs was 17 as at 30 June 1989. The reasons for the
increase were that the original establishment was too small for Education
responsibilities and the necessity for additional staff to compliment the second
portfolio of Aboriginal Affairs. It is envisaged that the duties which support
the portfolios of Education and Aboriginal Affairs will remain unchanged.

(2) (a)-(b)
The information is not retrievable by Information Services due to the
restructure of central office; and

(c) There were 407 full time administrative clerical and ancillary staff in
Schools Division as at 24 June 1989. This figure does not include staff
who were Public Service level 7 or higher; for example, managers,
directors, etc, or any Education Act staff.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - TEACHERS

Employment Statistics
762. Mr TUBBY to the Minister for Education:

(1) How many full. time preprimary teachers were employed by the Ministry of
Education at 30 June in -

(a) 1986;
(b) 1987;

(c) 1988; and

(d) 1989?
(2) How many fal time primary teachers were employed by the Ministry of

Education at 30 June in -

(a) 1986;

(b) 1987;

(c) 1988; and
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(d) 1989?
(3) How many full time secondary teachers were employed by the Ministry of

Education at 30 June in -

(a) 1986;
(b) 1987;
(c) 1988; and
(d) 1989?

(4) What were the total full time equivalents for part time preprirnary teachers as
at 30lJune in -
(a) 1986;
(b) 1987;
(c) 1098; and
(d) 1989?

(5) What were the total fulfl time equivalents for pan time primary teachers as at
30 June in -
(a) 1986;
(b) 1987;
(c) 1998; and
(d) 1989?

(6) What were the total full time equivalents for pan time secondary teachers as at
30 June in -
(a) 1986;
(b) 1987;,
(c) 1988; and
(d) 1989?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1~) (a) 1986

(b) 1987
(c) 1988
(d) 1989

(2) (a) 1986
(b) 1987
(c) 1988
(d) 1989

(3) (a) 1986
(b) 1987
(c) 1988
(d) 1989

(4) (a) 1986
(b) 1987
(c) 1988

(d) 1989
(5) (a) 1986

- 557; and
- 569.
- 5 965;
- 6 013;
- 6 127; and
- 6419.
- 5 678;

5 526;
5 5601; and

- 5660.
62;
44;

-37; and
34.

- 448;
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(b) 1987 -465;

(c) 1988 -530; and

(d) 1989 - 673.
(6) (a) 1986 - 317;

(b) 1987 - 262;
(c) 1988 - 268; and

(d) 1989 - 279.
DALLEAGLES - ROTHWELLS LTD

Loan Portfolio Purchase - Ministerial Involvement
764. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

(1) Was the Premnier or any member of the Cabinet involved in selecting or
approving the $350 million loan portfolio that Daileagles bought from
RothwelUs?

(2) Was the Premier or any member of the Cabinet aware prior to 17 October
1988 that the portfolio included a $26 million loan to Spedleys and a $25
million loan to Spedleys' subsidiary. Greater Pacific Investments?

(3) On the day of the settlement of the petrochemical deal, 17 October 1988, what
was the Premider's understanding as to how much of the $350 million put into
Rothwells by the Connell company, Dalleagles, was to remain in Rothwells
for at least two weeks?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(l)-(2)
Not to my knowledge.

(3) See answer to question 186.
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT HOLDINGS LTD - FIRST BOSTON

Whit/am Turnbull, - Government Financial Mdvisers
765. Mr MacKIN4NON to the Premier:I

(I) On what date was First Boston Corporation of New York discharged as
financial adviser to the Government and/or Western Australian Government
Holdings Ltd?

(2) On what date was Whitlam Turnbull engaged as financial adviser to the
Government and/or WAGH?

(3) Is Whitlarn Tumnbull still engaged as a financial adviser to the Government
and/or WAGH?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Not applicable.

(2) 19 April 1989.
(3) Yes.

PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES AUTHORITY BILL -WIESE, MR PETER
Drafting Principal - Government Decision

768. Mr MacKINNON to the Treasurer:
(1) Why was the Western Australian Petrochemical Industries Authority Bill

drafted by Mir Peter Wiese of Robinson Cox rather than the Crown Law
Department?

(2) Who in Government made the decision to commission Mr Peter Wiese to be a
principal in drafting the legislation?

Mir PARKER replied:
(1) An initial discussion draft of the Bill was prepared by Robinson Cox because
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of its particular knowledge of the project and the legal difficulties perceived
by counsel to the proposed finianciers. The Bill submitted to Parliament was
drafted by Parliamentary Counsel on drafting instructions from the Treasury,
which had responsibility for implementing the recommendations of the But
Commission on Accountability.

(2) No-one. The initial discussion draft was prepared on the initiative of Western
Australian Government Holdings.

LIVESTOCK - LAMBS
Western Australian Meat Marketing Corporation - Carcase Marketing

Statistics
773. Mr McNEE to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Of the 21 708 lamb carcases imported by the Western Australian Meat
Marketing Corporation from the Eastern States in 1988-89, what quantity in
carcase equivalents was sold on the domestic market?

(2) What in carcase equivalents was the total number of Western Australian lambs
consumed locally and exported in 1988-89?

(3) Of the 452 574 lambs slaughtered by country abartoirs holding agency
agreements with the WAMMC in 1988-89, how many were slaughtered by
non-export works - local abattoirs?

(4) Does the total of 149 850 lamb carcases supplied by the WAhMThC to the local
market in 1988-89 include lamb that was delivered by a private operator to an
export works and then returned to that private operator after slaughter and the
WAMIMC's acquisition criteria had been met?

(5) Would the answer to (4) include an abattoir not covered by an agency
agree ment?

(6) If such lambs were delivered by a private operator as in (4), what was the
total?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) The Western Australian Meat Marketing Corporation cannot be more specific
than the reply given to question 444 (1 )(b). Individual cuts from carcases are
not identified throughout further processing activities.

(2) Taking into account the above and opening and closing stocks, the best
approximation is -

624 000 carcases consumed locally; and
317 000 carcases exported.

(3) 442 574 - not 452 574 - lambs were slaughtered at country abattoirs - see reply
to question 444 (1)(c). Of this number. 432 779 lambs were slaughtered at
non-export works.

(4)-(6)
The WA Meat Marketing Corporation has advised that it is unable to provide a
response to the question in its present form. I suggest the member provide
specific details to assist in providing a response.

PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD - WIND UP PETITION
State Energy Commission - Energy Payments Responsibility

778. Mr MacKINNON to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Is it a fact that, under the agreement referred to in the petition to wind up
Petrochemical Industries Ltd, if IL could not pay the State Energy
Commission of Western Australia for electricity and gas received, Western
Australian Government Holdings Ltd would be obliged to pay SECWA?

(2) Is it a fact that if WAGH could not pay SECWA, the Treasurer's guarantee
states that the Government would have to pay SECWA?
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Mr PARKER replied:
(1 )-(2)

This agreement has been tabled in Parliament and the information sought is
contained therein.

PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD - WRIT OF SUMMONS
Project Financing Failure - Premier's Awareness

781. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

As in the writ of summons lodged by Petrochemical Industries Ltd against
Western Australian Government Holdings Ltd at the Supreme Court on 24
August 1989. it states that PIL was informed in a letter on 27 June 1989 that
project financing could not be raised, when was the Premier aware that project
fiancing could not be raised?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

This matter is the subject of litigation. I therefore do not wish to canvass
matters which might jeopardise that litigation. However I was informed in a
number of briefings at that rime of the views expressed by the banks.

PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD - ETHYL DICHLORIDE VINYL
CHLORIDE MONOMER

Mitsubishi Sales Contract Cancellation - Premier's Awareness
782. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

(I) Is the Premier aware that in the Supreme Court on 1.5 August 1989 it was
revealed that, in a letter to Petrochemical Industries Ltd from Western
Australian Government Holdings Ltd on 27 June 1989, Mitsubishi had
terminated the ethyl dichloride vinyl chloride monomer sales contract on I
May [989?

(2) When was the Premier aware that the sales contract had been cancelled?

(3) Why was the public not informed of this matter of grave public importance?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1)-(2)
Yes, this information has been advised to me. I do not know the date on
which I was first informed.

(3) This was a matter for the Petrochemical Industries Ltd board.

TRADE UNIONS - FEDERATED LIQUOR AND ALLIED INDUSTRIES
EMPLOYEES UNION

Fast Food Industry Employers - Union Dues, Employee Payments
783. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Labour:

(1) Has the Office of Industrial Relations reported that the Federated Liquor and
Allied Industries Employees Union has been receiving from several employers
in the fast foods industry payment of union dues on behalf of employees,
regardless of whether they are union members?

(2) If yes, were the employees on whose behalf the union dues were being paid
made aware of the payments?

(3) Is it Government policy to support such arrangements?

(4) What action will the Minister be taking to recover from the FLAIEU the
payments made to it on behalf of persons who had nor voluntarily joined the
union?

(5) Is the Minister aware of any other workplaces where such an arrangement
between employers and unions exists?

Mr TROY replied:

(1) No.
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(2) Not applicable.
(3) No.
(4) It has not been established that such payments were made.
(5) No.

MINING URANIUM
Western Australia -Government Policy

784, Mr COWAN to the Minister for Resources Development:
What is the Minister's current policy on the development of Western
Australia's uranium resources?

Mr PARKER replied:
My policy is well known. I san a member of the ALP policy review
committee on this matter.

STATE TAXATION DEPARTMENT - PUTNIN, MR B
Slackness Allegations

785. Mr LEWIS to the Minister representing the Minister for Budget Management:
(1) Did the Treasurer receive in early August correspondence from a Mr B. Puinn

in the capacity of an official liquidator drawing the attention of the
Government to purported slackness and dilatory conduct by the State Taxation
Office?

(2) H~as the Treasurer taken cognisance of the revelations made in this
correspondence?

(3) If yes to (2), what action has been taken as to the allegations made against the
State Taxation Department and the recovery of moneys cited in the
correspondence?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1 )-(2)

Yes. Though there was a delay in the particular case, the Commissioner of
State Taxation has rejected any suggestion of slackness by departmental
officers. The officers have been hard working and innovative in bringing
about substantial productivity improvements, and further major improvements
are planned.

(3) 1 am advised that the department had already initiated appropriate action
through the Crown Law Department before the complaint was received.

ROTHWELLS LTD - EVENING MEETING
Solvency Crisis - Attendance

786. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:
(1) Who attended the late night meeting at Rothwells' 'offices to discuss the

company's solvency crisis on 19 October 1988?
(2) For what purpose was the Premier in attendance at that meeting?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(l042)

1 was invited to attend. I do not intend to discuss this matter fuirther in view of
litigation.

ROTHWELLS LTD - EVENING MEETING
Directors Hilton and Lloyd - Premier, Liquidity Crisis Advice

787. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:
Was the Premier advised by Messrs Hilton and Uloyd, Directors of Rotbwells,
on the evening of 19 October 1988, that Rothwefls was in the midst of a very
serious liquidity crisis and that unless Rothwells was given financial
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assistance very quickly it would mean Rothwells' closing its doors the next
day?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
See answer to question 786.

QUESTIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Legislative Assembly - Answer Responsibility

788. Mr WATT to the Premier
Do Ministers in the Legislative Assembly accept responsibility for answers to
questions asked in the Assembly but provided by Ministers in the Legislative
Council?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
The understanding on which the facility of answering questions in another
House is supplied is that the Minister representing the Minister giving the
answer is replying on advice fromn that Minister.

CORPORATE AFFAIRS DEPART'MENT - FINANCIAL INSTITUIONS
Auditing Standards - Report

789. Mr MacK~INNON to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) Has the Corporate Affairs Department yet reported on the auditing standards

as currently applied to deposit-taking institutions?
(2) If so, what were the conclusions contained in that report?
(3) If that report is yet to be completed, when is it anticipated that it will be

completed?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) No. Consultation with industry organisations; is still proceeding.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) The department anticipates the report will be completed within the first quarter

of 1990.
ROWE, MR DON - WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TOURISM COMMISSION

Employment
790. Mr MacKIN4NON to die Minister for Tourism:

(1) Is Mr Don Rowe, or a company with which he is associated, employed in any
way by the Western Australian Tourism Commission?

(2) If so, what work does he carry out for the commission?
(3) What payments have been made to Mr Rowe or any companies associated

with him for work during the year ending 30 June 1988 and to date during the
financial year 1989-90?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) NO.
(2)-(3)

Not applicable.
EDUCATION - GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS

Enrolments
796. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:

Will the Minister indicate the total number of student enrolments - not
including preprinmary students - in Government schools in Western Australia
for 1989?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
Total number of students in Govemnment schools is 215 306. (First semester,
1989 statistics.)
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EDUCATION - GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
Students - Education Cost

798. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:
Can the inister please indicate the estimated cost of educating a student in
a -
(a) Government primary school; and
(b) Government secondary school?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
T7he estimated recurrent cost of educating a Government preprimrnay/primary
student is $2 600;, and for a Government secondary student it is $3 700. It is
not possible to separately identify preprimary and primary student unit costs.

EDUCATION - BALGA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Foreign Language Teachers - Shortage Concern

799. Mrs EDWAR.DES to the Minister for Education:
Is the Minister aware of the concerns expressed by the school council of the
Balga Senior High School relating to the lack of availability of foreign
language teachers?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:,
Yes. This was acknowledged in the reply of 27 June 1989 to a letter dated 22
May 1989 from the secretary of the school council.

EDUCATION - BALGA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
French Language Teachers - Staff Stability

800. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:
With respect to the frequent changeover of French language teachers at Balga
Senior High School, what specific unexpected circumstances gave rise to the
inability of the Ministry of Education to provide stability of staff?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
The teachers who resigned from the French language position gave as their
reasons -

(1) 111 health.
(2) Relocation to another pant of the State.
(3) Overseas travel to visit sick relations.
On each occasion, the appointed teachers were appointed until 20 December
1989.

EDUCATION - BALGA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Foreign Language Teachers - Program Maintenance

801. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:
What specific strategies are in place at the Ministry of Education to ensure that
the French language program will be maintained at the B alga Senior High
School if there is a school request for the program to continue?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
The viability of any program in a school is dependent upon the number of
students selecting the course and availability of teachers within the allocated
resources. If Balga Senior High School decides that the French language
program is viable and requests staff from within allocated resources, the staff
will be appointed accordingly. No guarantee can be given that an appointed
teacher will remain. The ministry had advertised for teachers in The Weekend
Australian on 3-4 June 1989 and in The West Australian on 9 and 13
September 1989.
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EDUCATION - GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
Japanese Language Teachers - Senior High Schools

802. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:
Which Government senior high schools are provided with Japanese language
teachers?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
Applecross
Balga
Carine
Churchiands
City Beach
Forresifield
Governor Stirling
Hollywood
Kelmscont
Kewdale
Leeming
Lesmurdie
Ocean Reef
Padbury HS
Rockingham
Scarborough
Swanbourne
Thomnie
Wanneroo

EDUCATION - GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
Foreign Language Teachers - Need Assessment

803. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:
How does the Ministry of Education assess the need for the provision of
foreign language teachers in Government schools?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
In September, schools request their foreign language teacher requirement for
the following year. The requests are based upon school policy for promoting
foreign languages, student selection of the subjects and viability of classes.
Priority is given to maintaining programs which run from years 8 to 12 and
which involve full -ime teaching in the specialist areas.

EDUCATION - GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
Japanese Language Teachers - Hfigh School Shortage

804. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:
(1) Is there a shortage of Japanese language teachers in Government high schools?
(2) If so, why?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Factors which have contributed to the shortage of Japanese language teachers

include -

(a) an unprecedented demand by schools for Japanese language teachers
in preference to other foreign language programs;

(b) the inability of tertiary institutions to provide sufficient graduates to
meet these demands;

(c) the success of the Japanese tourist trade, which has attrcted mnany
people proficient in the Japanese language; and
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(d) the demands of other commercial areas for people proficient in the
Japanese language.

EDUCATION - GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
Japanese Language Teachers - Availability

805. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:

What strategies has the Ministry of Education in place to ensure that sufficient
numbers of Japanese language teachers are available to meet current and
future needs?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

The ministry has no direct control over the supply of Japanese language
teachers. The supply is controlled by the tertiary institutions. Strategies to
meet current and future needs include -

(1) Advertising for suitably qualified teachers.
(2) Requests to the tertiary institutions to encourage students to choose

Japanese as their specialist language.

(3) Release of teachers to study on scholarship in Japan.

(4)- Teacher exchange with Japan.

(5) Postgraduate scholarships to encourage graduates to enter teaching.
Only one applicant in 1988 for 1989 was eligible to be awarded a
scholarship for language teaching.

EDUCATION - UNIVERSITIES
Merger Proposal - New Legislation

806. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:
(1) Will the Minister advise if it is the Government's intention to introduce, in the

current session of Parliament, legislation relating to the proposed merger of
the University of Western Australia and the Murdoch University?

(2) If so, when?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(t) Yes, subject to final confirmation of the benefits to Western Australia and to

Murdoch University and the University of Western Australia which are to
follow from the amalgamation.

(2) When the process associated with (1) is completed.
TECHNOLOGY AND INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY -

MANAGEMENT AND INVESTMENT COMPANIES SCHEME
Federal Review - Input

808. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:
Has the Technology and Industry Development Authority had any input into
the Federal Government's review of the management and investment
companies scheme which is to be changed?

Mr GRILL replied:

No. The working party conducting the review did not invite general
submissions. However, a report commissioned by the Western Australian
Technology and Industry Advisory Council and the Perth Stock Exchange was
considered by the working party.

TRADE UNIONS - POWER STRIKE
Damage Claims

809. Mr COURT to the Minister for Fuel and Energy:
(1) How many claims for damages resulting from the recent power strike have

been received from -
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(a) business;
(b) sporting organisations; and

(c) private consumers?
(2) Has the Government paid out on any of these damage claims?

(3) If yes. how much has been paid?

Mr CARR replied:

(1) (a) 36;
(b) four and

(c) 45.

(2) No.

(3) Not applicable.

DEFENCE - ALLIED FORCES
Federal Visiting Rights Policy - State Support

S10. Mr COURT to the Premier:

(1) Does the Government support the Federal Government's policy of allowing
visiting warships and aircraft to use WVestern Australian facilities even if they
are possibly carrying nuclear arms?

(2) Is the State anticipating increased visits from allied defence forces this year?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) The Western Australian Government supports the Federal Government's
policy of a defence alliance with the United States and recognises that the
responsibilities of that alliance include allowing visits to Australian ports by
ships that may carry nuclear arms.

(2) It is not Possible to predict the precise number of visits by allied defence
forces that will occur each year as this is subject to their operational programs,
which can change at short notice.

R & I BANK - GOLD CORPORATION
Banking Division - Purchase Price

811. Mr COUJRT to the Premier:

(1) How much did the Rural and Industries Bank of Western Australia pay for its
purchase of Gold Corporation's gold banking division?

(2) When was this deal finalised?

(3) What assets and liabilities did it realise?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) $31406 032.98.
(2) 4 August 1989, effective as from I July 1989.

(3) The question is not clear.

MNING - URANIUM
Federal Policy Review - Completion Date

812. Mr COURT to the Minister for Resources Development:

(1) When will the Australian Labor Party's review of its uranium policy be
completed?

(2) What pressure has been put on the Federal Government to abolish the three-
mines policy which currently locks out producers in Western Australia making
up the big proportion of that supply?
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Mr PARKER replied:
(1) When the review process is completed and the committee has finalised its

deliberations.
(2) The above review is the result of just such pressure.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN EXIM CORPORATION - EDUCATION MARKETING
DIVISION

Government Payment - Assets and Liabilities
813. Mr COURT to the Premier

(1) How much did the Governiment pay for the education marketing arm of
Western Australian Exim Corporation?

(2) What assets and liabilities were involved in this transaction?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) $200000.

(2) The amount of $200 000 covers the reimbursement to Exim of the costs
associated with establishing the overseas offices. This includes such things as
determining the location of the offices, negotiation of lease and rental
agreements, purchase of equipment, etc. The fact that this work had already
been done relieved the ministry of the necessity of having to fulfil such
functions. In addition, the reimbursement included the residual value of the
leases on the major items of office equipment and furnishings, the ownership
of which will accrue to the ministry on the expiry of the leases. This was
considered to be fair market value for these items.

TRANSPORT - SHIPPING REFORM TASK FORCE
Work - Government Endorsement

815. Mr COURT to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Does the State Government endorse the work of the shipping reform task
force?

(2) Will it be helping to implement the recommendations of the interstate
commission (ISC) report on the waterfront?

(3) If yes, in what recommendations will it be involved?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) In principle, yes.

(2)-(3)
The recommendations of the interstate commission report on the waterfront
formed the basis of a statement of the Commonwealth Government's position
made by the Federal Minister Ralph Willis on 1 June this year. The position
outlined by the Minister is in turn forming the basis of current negotiations
between major parties in the industry. The outcome of these negotiations will
be known shortly. At that time, the State Government will be able to judge its
involvement.

ENERGY - POWER STATIONS
New Plans - Government Final Decisions

816. Mr COURT to the Minister for Fuel and Energy:

When will the Government be making its final decisions on the planning of
new major power stations in this State?

Mr CARR replied:
A final decision on the next base load power station is not expected earlier
than the third quarter of 1990. This program is consistent with meeting the
State's energy demands while using the State's available fuels most
effectively.
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LAND - CLAREMONT RAILWAY AREA
Government Sate - Electrified Service Finance

817. Mr COURT to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the Government proposing to sell railway land near Claremont, Cottesloe,
Mosman Park and Subiaca to help finance the new northern suburbs electric
railway project?

(2) If yes, what land is to be sold?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(t) The Government's asset management task farce is reviewing dhe use of all
Government land including railway land near Claremont, Cottesloe, Mosman
Park and Subiaco. Proceeds from disposal of land may be used to finance
worthwhile projects including the northern suburbs transit system.

(2) No decision has been made on the sale of specific areas of land in the above
locations.

ENERGY - POWER STATIONS
Manning Scale - Stare Comparison

818. Mr COURT to the Minister for Fuel and Energy:

(1) Is it correct that Western Australia has the highest manning rates for power
stations in the country?

(2) If yes, what is the comparison with other States?

Mr CARR replied:

(1) It is difficult to make a comparison on power station manning levels with
other States for the following reasons -

(a) different types of fuel used - gas, coal and oil;

(b) age of units;

(c) type of technology used;

(d) station size and number of units; and

(e) no published data on power station manning levels.

(2) Not applicable.

MULTI-FUNCTION POLIS - GOVERNMENT BID

819. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(I) Is the Government submitting a bid for the proposed Multi-function Polis
(Mffp)?

(2) If yes, when will the bid be finalised?

(3) What locations are being considered?

(4), What is the budgeted cost of such an involvement?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) No. However, the State Government has endorsed one bid proposing Perth as

a Multi-function Polis.

(2)-(4)
Not applicable.

AUSTRALIAN SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRIES (WA) PITY LTD - SHIP LIFT
FACILITY

Cockburn Sound - Con trot

822. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) For how long does Australian Shipbuilding Industries have exclusive control
of the ship lift facility at Cockbun Sound?
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(2) If the Clough Engineering group wins the submarine refit contract, will it have
access to this facility?

Mr GRILL replied:
(I) Until Febmuary 1994.
(2) This will depend on commercial negotiations between Clough Engineering

and Australian Shipbuilding Industries.
SEWERAGE - METROPOLITAN AREA

Unsewered Percentage - Infill Sewerage Expenditure
823. Mr TUJBBY to'te Minister for Water Resources:

(1) What percentage of the metropolitan area remains unsewered?
(2) What funds were spent on mnfili sewerage in the metropolitan area in -

(a) 1983-84;
(b) 1984-85;
(c) 1985-86;
(d) 1986-87;
(e) 1987-88; and
(f) 1988-89?

(3) What is the allocation of funds to be spent on intfi sewerage in 1989-90?
(4) For each of the financial years 1983-84 to 1989-90 inclusive, what were the

total amounts allocated to all sewerage works in the metropolitan area and
what were the direct Federal Government grants towards these allocations in
each of those financial years?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Approximately 35 per cent.
(2) $

1983-84 16.437
1984-85 14.166
1985-86 9.909
1986-87 11.480
1987-88 8.730
1988-89 9.309

(3) $10-65 million.
(4) $

1983-84 61.4
1984-85 48.4
1985-86 51.6
1986-87 47.3
1987-88 47.8
1988-89 55.9
1989-90 60.0 (projected estimate)

No Federal Government grants were received.

ENERGY -POWER SUPPLY
Industry -State Comparison

824. Mir COURT to the Minister for Fuel and Energy:
(1) How does the delivery of power for industry in Western Australia compare

with that in other States in Australia?
(2) What steps are being taken to ensure that power fluctuations are cut so we get

a better consistency of supply?
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Mr CARR replied:
(1) The overall reliability and security of SEC WA's transmission and distribution

systems compares favourably wit those Australian utilities which operate
similar systems.

(2) SEC WA is placing greater emphasis upon -

Improvements in system maintenance and reinforcement programs.
Active tree growth control programs supported by a media campaign.
Providing advice to customers about sensitive electronic equipment.
Closer cooperation with the Confederation of Western Australian
Industry Inc and industry generally on electrical supply matters.

BILLS - LAW REFORM COMMISSION, VICTORIA
Drafting of Amendments - New Legislation

825. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) Does the Minister agree with the proposition of the Law Reform Commission

of Victoria regarding the drafting of amending Bills in the format of its model
Bill where the Bill contains descriptions of the provisions to be amended in
the parent legislation, hence becoming comprehensible in itself without
referring to the Act(s) to be amended?

(2) If so. is there any hope of introducing such a system in Western Australia, and
when?

(3) If not, why not?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

[ am advised by Parliamnentary Counsel that the proposal of the Victorian Law
Reform Commission was discussed at a recent meeting of Commonwealth and
State Psaikuntary Counsel. These officers consider that the Bill selected by
the VLRC to use as its model is a relatively simply one arid that this may give
a somewhat unbalanced impression of the advantages of the proposal.
The proposal would obviously involve increases in the time taken to draft
amending B ills and the amount of text contained in them. I would need to be
convinced that the advantages of the proposal outweighed these disadvantages
before I recommended its adoption in this State.

WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL - GROUND WATER RESEARCH
Allocation Recommnendation - Cabinet Submission

826. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Has the Minister yet submitted to Cabinet the commendable recommnendation

by the Water Resources Council to allocate $1.5 million yearly for ground
water research?

(2) If so, what is Cabinet's decision?
(3) If the answer to (1) is no, will the Minister include in the Minister's

recommendation that the research be done at least partly by private companies
on a tender basis?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Not yet. I accepted advice from thie Water Resources Council thaz its report

titled "Groundwater Resources Assessment in Western Australia - A Strategy
for the Future" be made available for public comment for a three month
period. The daze for close of public comment is 31 October 1989.

(2)-(3)
Not applicable.
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ACTS OF PARLIAMENT - ROYAL ASSENT
Non-Proclamation List

827. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
Would the Minister please list the Acts of Parliament - or parts or sections of
Acts - which, albeit having been duly passed by both the Legislative
Assembly and Legislative Council and having received the Royal Assent,
have not yet been proclaimed?

M D.L. SMITH replied:
The information is not readily available but can be extracted if necessary.
There can be a number of reasons why Acts or parts of Acts have nor been
proclaimed. Each instance would need to be referred to the responsible
Minister. The member is also referred to Legislative Council question on
notice 443.

WATER RESOURCES - RIGHTS [N WATER AND IRRIGATION ACT
Metropolitan Region - Proclamation

828. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) In view of the Minister's reported proposal to proclaim the whole metropolitan

region under the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act, will the Minister please
inform the House -

(a) when such proclamation is expected to eventuate; and
(b) what regulatory or other legal assurance will there be that the so given

power will be used only in connection with non-domestic bores, or will
such restrictions of power be included in the proclamation?

(2) Does the Minister undertake that with issuing restricted licenses, "acquired
rights" - that is, presently proven quantities of consumption - will not be
curtailed or reduced?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) (a) By the end ofl1989-,and

(b) domestic wells will be excluded by exemption declared by Order in
Council as provided for under section 26C(2) of the Rights in Water
and irrigation Act 1914.

(2) In issuing licences the policy will be to licence and allow continuation of
existing activities by water users unless such water use is wasteful or threatens
the long term sustainable use of the water resource.

WATER RESOURCES - COUNTRY RATES
Revenue

829. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister for Water Resources:
Further to the Minister's reply to question 515 of 1989, would he please also
give the aggregate amount of revenue collected from ratepayers/consumers in
die country - that is, outside the previous Water Authority of Western
Australia's boundaries for the country water undertaking services - during the
financial years from and including 1980-81 to and including 1987-88?

Mr BUIDGE replied:
Capital Contributions
From Mining Companies Included

Aggregate In Income, Also
Revenue Previously Included

Year Collected in Expenditure
$000 $000

198-81 30830 14001
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1981-82 38 860 1 423) Public Works
1982-83 46 799 1 460) Department
1983-84 52 602 1 508) country
1984-85 59979 1 905) operations
1985-86 58 881 -)Water Authority
1986-87 66107 -of WA
1987-88 74043 -jcountry operations

MARINAS - EXMOUTH
Development Proposal - Government Commitment

830. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Transport:
What commitments has the State Government given to the proposed resort
marina development in Exmouth?

Mr PEARCE replied:
Cabinet gave approval for the project to proceed on 8 May 1989. The
Government has announced that commnitment and has provided $350 000 for
derailed design in the current financial year?

STATE FINANCE - BUDGET ALLOCATION
Capital Works, South West - Expenditure

831. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) How much money has been allocated for capital works in the south west in the
1989-90 Budget?

(2) Where is this money to be spent?
(3) What is this money to be spent on?
Mr BUIDGE replied:
(1) The 1989-90 approved capital works program for the south west region is

l1ied in the attached (able.

(2)-(3)
See answer to (1).

South West Region
Project Title 1989-90

Estimate

Augusta -Retic areaIA, PS &PM and WWTP 518
Binningup - PS 1 & PM and WWTP 247
Bridgetown - Retic area IB - UJA subdivision 120
Bridgtown retic areaIA,PS I&PM &WWTP I1I
Bunbwry - Land acquisition for Central and Main SPS 60
Bunbwry - PM firom No.1I P.S. to Central Pump Station 43
Bunbwry - Number 2 WWTP construct effluent disposal

facilities 27
Bunbuiy sewerage - Jwas Street subdivision connecting link 70
Bunbwry sewerage - No 2 WWTW - buffer zone acquisition 106
Bunbwry sewerage: constrnuct press. Main from main pump

station (450D1A) 563
Bunbury WVWTW 2 - Stage 3 phase I - One 17m dia. digester 222
Busselton - Relic area 12A, PS & PM (Villa Maria area) 358
Collie - Complete replacement of No.2 pump stn pressur main II
Contribution for subdivision: Lot 227 Naturaliste Toe

Dunshorough 22
Mandurab (sewerage) - Elizabeth Actes 77
Mandurab - Meadow Springs reticulation area 2B 76
Manrxuah - No.1I PS (Mandurah Terrace) upgrade 161
Mandurab - Pumping station and pumping main Wanjeep Sheet 230
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Mandurab - Pumping at No.22 Murdoch Drive & PM
(Greenfields) 22

Mandurah - Retic area 41A. PS 38 & PM (North Ytandenip) 260
Mandurah - Temporary PS & PM Greenfields Lot 123 76
Mandlurb sewerage - Sherwood Park subdvn - Authority

contribution 43
Mantlurah WIWTW 2 (Halls Head) - Purchase more land 811
Minor works - each costing less than $25 000 65
Pemberton sewerage scheme - land acquisition 76
Provision for Authority contributions to subdivision

reticulation main 227
Subdivision link-ins by Authority to works constructed

by developers .38

Subdivisions constructed by Authority and Muly funded
by developers 38

Unscheduled maims extensions to existing lots

Subtotal sewerage 4 686

Common Services Prolect
Ablution block & locker room for Bhidgetown office/depot 32
Bunbury regional depot upgrade facilities - Stage 1 23
Collie alarm system 54
Manijimup district alarm system 54
Minor works - each costing less than $25 000 2.2

Subtotal common 185

Businen droiaedsrc elc rde n uvfs5
Harveylo drainage district - replace bridges and culvets 4

Harvey drainage district - replace Brockman Road bridge
No. 1346 63

Harvey drainage district - replace Johnson Road bridge 16
Minor works - each costing less than 323 000 11
Pinjarrn drainage - minor bridge replacement I I
Planned conveyance systems improvements each less than

$25 000 22
Roelands drainage district - replace bridges and culverts 32
Waroona drainage - minor bridge replacement .. i

Subtotal drainage 263

Collie River irrigation district - replace bridges and
culverts 22

Harvey irrigation district - replace bridges and culverts 22
Logue Brook damn safety - spillway review I I
Minor works - each costing less than $25 000 61
Planned conveyance system improvements - each < $25 000 19
Roelands irrigation district - construct 30km of channel

access 32
Samson Brook darn - safety and monitoring 13
Waroonta darn safety - spillway review .35

Waroona irrigation - replacement of bridges and structures I11
Warooa irrigation - Samoa dam - install isolating valves 31

Subtotal irrigation 257
Watr ftw
Australind TWS - construct 1000 Ul tank and Tfl at WTP 151
Australid TWS -upgrade treatment plant to 5000 Ul/day 472
Dalingup TWS Padbury dam offitake improvementsI
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Boyanup TWS - upgrade treatmenct plant to 1.2 mld and
equip bores 1&2/87 311

Boyanup TWS - upgrade trunk main to 250 Dl 312
Bridgetown service reservoir - install chlorinator 66
Brunswick Junction RWS - turbidity meter I I
Collie - connecting link for lot 2773 subdivision 32
Darka= TWS - upgrade 1.3km of supply main to 250 DI

Coalfields Rd 6
Donnybrook TWS - install guof on excavated service tank 9
Greenbushes TWS - install spillways 9
GSTWSS - construct Harris damn 22379
Harvey TWS - 5000 M3 circular roofed tank, PS and

pipework 24
Mandurah - construct North Mandurab 27m1 tank &

IO0ni/600mm main 108
Mandurah - Biskinue 13 ml tank: soil investigations 32
Mandurah - North Mandurth tank: soil investigation 32
Mandurab RWS - South Dandalup main 5. lkzn-7.2kin

(Prey W58.007AU) 25
Mandurab RWS - 600m of 600amm main in Gordon Road 216
Manjimup TWS - raise Manjimup darn: investigations 22
Margaret River TWS - new source - investigations 108
Minor works - each costing less than $25 000 87
Myalup TWS - construct treatment facilities and storage 14
New service connections and meters 649
Pinjarm TWS - new chlorinator I I
Planned mains improvements - each < $25 000 65
Provision for authority contributions to subdivision

reticulation main 188
Subdivision link-ins by authority to works constructed by

developers I I
Subdivisions constructed by authority and fully funded by

developers 684
Unscheduled maims extensions to existing lots 97
15mm & 20mmn type .B' meter replacement 402

Subtotal water 26534

Grand total for south west retion 31925

HEALTH -HOMES OF PEACE (INC), THE
Secure Nursing Home Wards - Staffing Level

833. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for Health:

(1) How many secure nursing home wards are there in each of the following
hospitals -

(a) Homes of Peace, Subiaco; and
(b) Homes of Peace, Inglewood?

(2) What is the current staffing level in each of die above wards?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) (a) One; and

(b) one.
(2) Homes of Peace, Subiaco - One nurse:2.5 residents,

over 24 hour period.

Homes of Peace, Inglewood - One mrrse:2.96 residents,
over 24 hour period.



EDUCATION - KELMSCOTT SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL FARM
Building Upgrade - Funds Allocation

837. Mr TUBBY to the Minister foi Education:
(1) Has an allocation of funds been made available for upgrading buildings at the

Keirnacort Senior High School farm?
(2) If yes, how much has been allocated and what work is to be undertaken?
(3) If no, when are these buildings to be upgraded?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) An allocation has been made for an upgrade/extens ions to Kelinscont Senior

High School, of which the fanm school is part.
(2) $200 000 has been allocated in the 1989-90 financial year with an anticipated

additional expenditure of $1 200 000 in 1990-91. Priorities for expenditure of
these funds are being determined by the school. Under investigation for the
farm school is provision of an administration building wit shower and toilet
facilities for both staff and students.

(3) Not applicable.
SENIOR CITIZENS - INTERSTATE TRAVEL

Concessions - Reciprocal Arrangements
840. Mr TUBBY to the Minister representing the Minister for The Aged:

(1) Are there reciprocal arrangements with other Australian States for concessions
for seniors when travelling interstate?

(2) If not, would the Minister consider approaching the Minister's interstate
counterparts in an endeavour to establish reciprocal arrangements?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
The Minister for Tlhe Aged has provided the following reply -

(1) There are no formal reciprocal arrangements between Australian States
for seniors' concessions when travelling interstate, although the
Bureau for the Aged is advised regularly by seniors that holders of a
Seniors' Card or a Pensioner Health Benefits Card are frequently able
to obtain concessional travel interstate.

(2) Preliminary inquiries have been made on this issue through the Bureau
for the Aged. Several States are currently examining the feasibility of
introducing a Seniors' Card modelled on the Western Australian
program. When these programs are implemented formal negotiations
regarding reciprocal arrangements will be undertaken.

WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - FUNDING CUT'BACKS
South West - Jobs Lost

842. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) How many jobs are expected to be lost in the south west with the cutbacks in

funding to the Water Authority of Western Australia?
(2) What was the funding for the various WAWA offices in the south west for

1988-89?
(3) How much has been allocated to these offices for the 1989-90 year?-
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) No permanent jobs will be lost.
(2) The funding is not all specifically allocated to the various offices witin the

region. The total funding for the south west region for 1988-89 was -

Operating -$ 9 242 625 *
Capital works -$20 232 00* (Provisional)
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Salaries $ $4333 097*
Administration -$ 1 122 755*
Total -$34930477

(3) The provisional allocations for tke south west region for 1989-90 are -

Operating - $9 352 000*
Capital works - $31 925 000**
Salaries - $4 286 898*
Administration - $1 097 200**
Total - $46661098

*December 1988 $
**December 1989 $

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - ALUMU4IIJM SMELTER
Establishment - Deputy Premier's Pre-election Statement

844. Mr BRADSHAW to the Deputy Premier:
Does die Deputy Premier still stand by his statement made in the sbuth west
just prior to this year's State election that the Government is prepared to put
money into establishing an aluminiumn smelter in Western Australia?

Mr PARKER replied:
My recollection of the comment is different from the member's. If he cares to
provide more detail I will consider an answer.

STATE FINANCE - CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM
Technology Park Development - Expenditure

848. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:
(1) What expenditure was carried out' under the heading Technology Park

Development, as listed in the Capital Works Program for the year ending
30 June 1990, that totalled actual expenditure of $689 972 in 1988-89?

(2) What will the expenditure totalling $1 958 000 be expended upon under the
same heading for 1989-90?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Expenditure was for completion of the stage 3 subdivision; commencement of

a project of upgrading the irrigation, landscaping, air-conditioning, security
and sign systems; and minor works to the enterprise unit and technology
centre buildings.

(2) Expenditure will be for completion of the upgrade program for irrigation,
landscaping, air-conditioning, security and sign systems; expansion of the
research and development building and modifications to the technology
centre.

STATE FINANCE - CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM
Indstrial Lands Development Authority - Land Acquisition

850. Mr MacK]NNON to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:
(1) Would the Minister detail for me the land acquired by the Industrial Lands

Development Authority for the expenditure of $2 988 038 listed as actual
expenditure in 1988-89 in the Capital Works Program for the year ending
30 June 1989?

(2) Would the Minister also list for me the land proposed to be purchased by the
Industrial Lands Development Authority totalling $18 683 000 for the
expenditure proposed for year ending 30 June 1990?
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Mr GRILL replied:
(1) The expenditure of $2 988 038 by the Industria Lands Development

Authority on land acquisition in die 1988-89 financial year was for land in the
following locations -

East Rockingham 120 272
Kemnerton 920 766
Kwinana 359 500
Naval Base 12 500
Wangara15 0

(2) 'The proposed expenditure of' $18 683 000 on land acquisition by the Industrial
Lands Development Authority in the 1989-90 fiancial. year is for land in the
following locations -

East Rockingbam 753 728
[-azelmere 5000000
Kemnerton 579 234
Northarn-Bakers Hill 350 000
Wangara/Landsdale 12 00000

1868222

STATE FINANCE - CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM
Industrial Lands Development Authority - Land Development

Expenditure
851. Mr MacKIN4NON to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) Would the Minister derail for me the expenses incurred on the development of
land by the Industrial Lands Development Authority in 1988-89 totalling
$6 972 272 as listed in the Capital Works Program for the year ending 30 June
1990?

(2) Would the Minister derail for me the land upon which the development costs
of $15 767 000 are proposed to be expended during the year ending 30 June
1990 as listed in the Capital Works Program?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) The expenditure of $6 972 272 by the Industrial Lands Development

Authority on land development in the 1988-89 financial year was incurred by
subdivisionai and servicing costs at the following locations -

Bassendean 224 547
Canning Vale 4048 286
Forrestdale 26219
Hamilton Hill 4846
Henderson 1 236709
Jervoise Bay 131 617
Kwinana 87525
Neerabup 3000
Rockingbam 465 020
Wangara 2M4503

697222

(2) The expenditure of $1.5 767 000 proposed by the Industrial Lands
Development Authority on land development in the 1989-90 financial year is
for subdivisional. and servicing costs at the following locations -
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Bassendean 1 029 000
Canning Vale 2470 000
Forresidale 3 166000O
Hamilton Hill 596 000
Henderson 1 135000
Jervoise Bay 55000
Neerabup 7000
Northam-Bakers Hill 500 000
Rockinghami 1 209 000
Wangara5 i 00

15 767000O

STATE FINANCE - CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM
Swan Brewery Redevelopment - LandCorp Expenditure

852. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Planning,
(1) On what did LandCorp expend the $5 507 300 listed wider the heading Swan

Brewery redevelopment in the year 1988-89 as listed in the Capital Works
Program for the year ending 30 June 1990?

(2) On what is the $5 693 000 wider the heading Swan Brewery redevelopment in
the Capital Works Program for the year ending 30 June 1990 to be expended?

Mrs B EGGS replied:
(1) The $5 507 300 listed under the heading Swan Brewery redevelopment for the

year 1988-89 was expended on the following works -

Construction of vehicle tunnel under Mounts Bay Road.
Realiginment of the State Energey Commission of Western Australia,
Telecom and the Water Authority.
Building site establishment.
Selective internal demolition of existing buildings.
Consultant's design work.
Erection of support framework for reconstruction of riverside facades.
Demolition of buildings on Kings Park side of Mounts Bay Road.

(2) The proposed expenditure for 1989-90 is for -
Extemnal renovation and roadworks.
Gallery and commnercial facades.
Reconstruction of stables building.
Seawaflboardwalkljetty.
Landscaping and rehabilitation.

STATE FINANCE - CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM
Canning Vale Prison - Additions and External Security Work

854. Mr MacKIhJNON to the Minister representing the Miniister for Corrective Services:
(1) What additions and external security work was carried out at Canuning Vale

Prison during 1988-89 that totalled the expenditure listed under each of those
items - that is, $345 103 and $341 013 respectively - in the Capital Works
Program for the year ending 30 June 1990?

(2) What is the proposed expenditure on each of those items, again as listed in the
Capital Works Program for the year ending 30 June 1990, totalling additions
$429 000 and external security$l1002 000?

A71041-7
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Mr D.L. SMiTHI replied:

The expenditure and proposed expenditure on additions are pant of the cost of
a project totalling $4.1 million to build 58 new cells and provide additions to
the education centre. The 1989-90 allocation will complete the project.

The expenditure and proposed expenditure on external security provides for
the installation of the "Sentrax' detection system, closed circuit TV and
control room, microwave detection system and auxiliary alarm equipment.
The total estimated cost of the project is $1 .343 million and the L989-90
allocation will complete the project.

AGRICULTURE PROTECTION BOARD - GERALDTON WILD CARNATION
Wannervo-Yanchep Area - Con trol Plans

856. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) What plans has the Agriculture Protection Board to control the outbreak of
Geraldton wild carnation in the Wannerco/Yanchep area?

(2) Is the Geraldton wild carnation declared a noxious weed?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) Is the Government considering declaring it a noxious weed?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) None.

(2) No. Not in the Wanneroo-Yanchep area.

(3) Geraldton carnation weed is not of significance to agriculture.

(4) No.
WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - MINDARIE TIP SITE

PROPOSAL
Underground Water - Refuse Disposal Investigations

858. Mr MacK.INNON to the Minister for Water Resources:

What investigations has the Western Australian Water Authority undertaken
into the proposed Mindarie tip site and the effect that refuse disposal in this
area might have on underground water supplies in the area?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

The Water Authority has drilled ground water monitoring wells at the
Mindanie site and is contributing to a CSIRO study designed to improve
ground water monitoring procedures at tip sites. The Water Authority has
examined the environmental review of the project and is satisfied that the
ground water supplies can be adequately protected.

SHAW, MR RAY - WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMVISSION
Employment

861. Mlr MacKflNNON to the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:

(1) Did former Electoral Commissioner Mr Ray Shaw do any work for the
Government through the Western Australian Electoral Commission over the
past 12 months?

(2) If so, what was the nature of that work?

(3) What payment did Mr Shaw receive for that work?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) No.

(2)-(3)
Not applicable.
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INDUSTRIAL LANDS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ACT - AMENDMENTS
862. ]Mr MacKJNNON to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) Does the Minister have any plans to amend the Industrial Lands Development
Authority Act during this session?

(2) If so, what is the general nature of the amendments proposed?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The general intention of the amendments will be to update the provisions of

the existing legislation to facilitate the Industrial Lands Development
Authority's ability to respond to the present-day needs of industrial land users.

ABORIGINAL DEATHS IN CUSTODY - ROYAL COMMISSION INTERIM
REPORT

Vincent Committee - Recommendatons Implementation
863. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Is the Minister aware that in the interim report of the Royal Commission into
Aboriginal Deaths in Custody the commissioner indicated that, "I have been
advised thaz of the 32 recommendations made by the Vincent committee, only
six have today been implemented'?

(2) Would the Minister list for me the six recommendations that have been
implemented?

(3) Would the Minister also indicate to me when it is anticipated that each of the
other 26 recommuendations will be implemented?

(4) Why have those 26 recommendations not been implemented to date?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:

The commurissioner was advised incorrectly. At the time the Vincent report
was released, Hon Ernie Bridge. then Minister for Aboriginal Affairs,
announced that first priority would be given to six recommendations. They
were -
1. The provision of health care to Aboriginal prisoners - recommendation

11.
2. Aboriginal visitors scheme - recommendation 20.
3. Review of custodial practices and procedures - recommendation 15.
4. Training and police admissions officers - recommendation 14.
5. Program to encourage Aboriginal recmuitnment - recommendation 21.
6. Reduction of the number of Aboriginals in custody -

(a) abolition of the present meals allowance system -
recommendation 26; and

(b) citation system - recommendation 24.
Action has been taken on all these recommendations.

(3)-(4)
Of the 32 recommendations, 23 have been partially or fulfly implemented and
the remainder are the subject of continuing work.
ABORIGINAL ADVANCEMENT COUNCIL - MEMBERS

864. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) Who am the members of the Aboriginal Advancement Council?
(2) What are their terms of appointment?
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(3) When did the council last meet?
(4) What is the purpose of the council?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

The Aboriginal Advancement Council is an independent incorporated body
and any questions pertaining to its operations should be directed to that body.

ILICH. MR PETER - WESTER N AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION
Employment

866. Mr MacKIINNON to the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:
(1) What position did a Mr Peter ilich hold with the Western Australian Electoral

Commission?
(2) For how long was he employed by the commission9

(3) When did Mr ilich retire?
(4) What payments were made to Mr flich on his retirement?

(5) Were those payments in any way over and above that which would normally
be paid to a person who had served the length of time that Mr flich served?

Mr PEARCE. replied:

(I) Deputy Chief Electoral Officer in the former State Electoral Department.
(2) 32 years and five months.
(3) 20 July 1989.
(4) The payments to Mr Ilich were -

(a) retiring allowance of accrued leave and pro rata long service leave: and
(b) A termination payment in accordance with clause (6) of the Western

Australian Government employees redeployment retraining and
redundancy general order No 1329 of 1988.

(5) No payment above that described in 4(a) and (b) was made.

PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT - TURNBULL, MR
Bond Corporation - Proposals

869. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:
What proposals, on behalf of thie Premier or Government, was Mr Turnbull
putting to the Bond Corporation on 29 August 1989?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

I assume the Leader of the Opposition is referring to Mr Beckwith's account
of events. This does not account with the Government's, or Mr Turnbulls
account of events.

PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT - PREMIER
Bond Corporation - Executives' Meeting

870. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:
(1) When did the Premier last meet with Bond Corporation executives?
(2) What was the purpose of the meeting?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Thursday, 14 September 1989.
(2) To discuss the dispute between Bond Corporation and the Government.
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PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT - PREMIER
Mersc-ei, Air Zoltan - No Meeting

871. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:
Given the importance of the petrochemical project to the Government, why
has the Premier chosen never to meet Mr Zoltan Merszei?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
Mr Merszei has met on several occasions with the Deputy Premier, who is
responsible for the project.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION - PARAGON
Shares Purchase - Premier's Awareness

872. Mr MacKINNON to the Prem-ier:
(1) When did the Premier first become aware that the Stare Governiment Insurance

Commission was purchasing Paragon shares?
(2) Did the Premier personally, either verbally or in writing, authorise the

purchase of these shares?
(3) If so, why?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) The purchase of shares is a matter for the SGIC.
(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.

TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNALS - FARRINGTON STREET-STOCK ROAD
Spearwood Avenue-Rockcingham Road - Installation

873. Mr MacKIN4NON to the Minister for Transport:
Wrnl traffic control signals be installed in this financial year at the intersections
of -
(a) Farrington Street and Stock Road; and
(b) Spearwood Avenue and Roclkingham Road?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(a) No.
(b) Not at this stage; however, the location will be kept under review.

ETHNIC COMMVUNTIES COUNCIL OF WA - MEMBERS
Appointments Responsibility - Employees

874. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:
(1) Who are the members of the Ethnic Community Council of Western

Australia?
(2) Who makes appointments to the council?
(3) How many people ame employed by the council?
(4) What are the roles of the employees of the council?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) The Ethnic Communities Council of Western Australia is a non-profit

voluntary community organisation which has a 'number of ethnic
organisationslcommunity groups as its members.

(2) The council membership elect an executive committee at an annual general
meeting.

(3)-(4)
As the council is a non-profit voluntary community organisation operating
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independently from Government, the member is requested to ask dhe president
of the council for this information.

STATE FINANCE - ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE
Electoral Commission - Expenditure Increase

876. Mr MacKINJNON to the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:

(1) Would the Minister detail for me the reason for the increase in the item 4
"Expenditure" listed under Division 76. Electoral Commission on page 131 of
the Estimates of Expenditure for the year ending 30 June 1990 which shows
an increase in that item from actual expenditure of $742 635 in 1988-89 to an
estimated $1 375 000 in 1989-90?

(2) Would the Minister provide for both years details of the services and contracts
that will be purchased for those respective amounts?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Additional expenditure is the result of -

(a) the transfer of election expenditure for 1989-90 - by-elections and
canryover of 1989 State general election - from item 8;

(b) additional costs associated with the joint Commonwealth-State joint
roll agreement for electoral roll maintenance and habitation reviews;

(c) an increase in Department of Computing and Information Technology
(DOCIT) charges; and

(d) the inclusion of the cost of a consultancy contract for development of
an election management system.

(2) Major areas of expenditure in services and contracts -

1988-89 1989-90
Election costs - $250 000
DOCIT charges $387 000 $500 000
Joint Commonwealth!

State Roll Agreement $240000 $437 000
Development of an

Election Management - $85 000
Other $115000 $10300

Total: $742000Q $113750
STATE FINANCE - ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE
Transport, Other Contingencies - Expenditure Increase

877. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Would the Minister explain to me why on page 129 of die Estimates of
Expenditure for the year ending 30 June 1990 the item headed "Other
Contingencies" including stores and materials has increased from an actual
expenditure of $12 410 228 in 1988-89 to an estimated $26 278 000 in 1989-
90?

(2) Would the Minister also detail for me the nature of that expense?
Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) The increase is due to the inclusion of new items which were not part of the
1988-89 allocation.

$m

(2) * Cost of goods sold 10000 New item
Asbestosis claims 3 500 New item
Motor vehicle purchases 5 500
Transperth superannuation

rebate 5 740
Depreciation of railway stores 1 000
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Supplies for finnc,
accounting and supply
directorate53

Total 26278
*A similar amount plus a profit margin is included in'"Revenue" in
respect of sundry works and sales for other Government deparnments and
pnivate parties.

STATE FINANCE - ESTIATES OF EXPENDITURE
Miscellaneous Services Division - Expenses Details

878. Mr MacKINNON to the Treasurer:
(1) Would the Treasurer detail for me what expenses are incurred under item 59 in

the Mscellaneous Services Division of the Estimates of Expenditure for the
year ending 30 June 1990, on page 59 of those Estimates, that totalled
$2 975 824 in 198 8-89?

(2) Would the Treasurer also detail for me the expenses and reasons for the
increase in that expense to forming $4 523 000 estimated to be paid out year
ending 30 June 1990?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) This item provides for the net cost of the conversion of the State's General

Loan Fund advances by the Commonwealth and incorporates flotation and
discount expenses, after allowing for premiums on raisings as appropriate.
Full details of loan raisings and expenses under the financial agreement are
shown under statements 14 and 15 of the Treasurer's annual statements, which
will be tabled next month.

(2) The increased provision makes allowance for estimated discount and flotation
expenses on conversion loans expected to be raised at a discount in 1989-90
whereas some conversions in 1988-89 occurred at a premium which produced
a lower net expenditure.

STATE FINANCE - ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE
Corporate Affairs - Expenditure Increase

880. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
Would the Treasurer detail for me the reason why item 7 under Division 23,
headed "Corporate Affairs" increased from an expenditure of $180 183 in
1988-89 to an estimated $902 000 in 1989-90?

Mr DL. SMITH replied:
The increase is directly attributable to hardware purchases - $777 000 -
necessary for the implementation of the Western Australian corporate affairs
processing system (WESTCAPS). WESTCAPS fulfils the State's
commitment to a national network for the communication of corporate affairs
data across Australia. A substantial part of that network now exists and WA
will be the fifth entrant in November 1989.

STATE FINANCE - ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE
Western Australian Treasury Corporatnon - Interest on Borrowings Increase

881. Mr MacKINNON to the Treasurer;
Would the Treasurer detail for me the reason why interest on borrowings has
increased under the Western Australian Treasury Corporation ifrom actual
expenditure in 1988-89 of $472 364 505 to an estimated $672 600 000 in
1989-90?

Mr PARKER replied:
The estimated increase in interest on borrowing from the 1988-89 expenditure
to the estimated expenditure for 1989-90 is due to the following -

2303



(1) The full year cost of loans raised by the Western Australian Treasury
Corporation during 1988-89;

(2) the full year cost of debt transferred to the corporation from the State
Energy Commission of Western Australia in October 1988;

(3) commitments on proposed loan raising in 1989-90 in accordance with
the approved borrowing program; and

(4) higher interest rates applicable during 1989-90 than in the previous
year.

STATE FINANCE - ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE
Public Service Management - Women's Interest Branch Expenditure Increase

883. Mr MacKINNON to the Premider:
(1) Why has the expenditure under item 4 under the Division of Public Sector

Management headed "Women's Interest Branch" increased from expenditure
of $32 355 in 1988-89 to an expected $272 000 in 1989-90?

(2) Would the Premier detail the expenses that are expected to total the $272 000
between the year 30 June 1990?

Mr PETER DOWD[NG replied:
(1) Last year, through the Government's social strategy "Putting Families First",

$220 000 was committed to provide grants to community initiated projects
which assist women in their social and personal development. Sixty-two
projects throughout die State received funding.

(2) A further $230 000 has been allocated in the 1989-90 Budget to continue this
worthwhile program. The Women's Interest Branch is responsible far the
administration of the Women's Trust.

STATE FINANCE - ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE
Public Trust Office - "Other", Income Details

884. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Justice:
(1) Would the Minister detail for me the income being received by the Public

Trust Office under the heading "Other" as listed on page 19 of the Estimates
of Revenue for the year ending 30 June 1990 that returned the Public Trust
Office $196 261 in 1988-89?

(2) Would the Minister also detail why that income is predicted to increase to
$729 000 in the year ending 30 June 1990?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) The income under the heading "Other" as listed on page 19 of the Estimates of

Revenue for the year ended 30 June 1990 comprises -

$150 000 Transfer from the Public Trustee's reserves to
revenue to recoup the cost of computer
equipment.

$46261 Transfer to revenue of sundry minor balances -
discounts received, telephone recoup. postages,
etc.

$196 261

(2) The anticipated increase to $729 000 for the year ended 30 June 1990
represents a transfer to revenue from the Public Trustee's reserves of the
estimated cost of lump sum superannuation payments to employees who are
expected to retire during the year.
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STATE FINANCE - ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Services - Income Details

885. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Labour:

(1) Would the Minister detail for me the income received by the Government
under the heading Occupational Health Safety and Welfare Services as listed
on page 18 of the Estimates for the year ending 30 June 1989 that returned the
Government $312 557?

(2) Would the Minister also detail why that income is expected to increase to
$872 000 in the year ending 30 June 1990?

Mr TROY replied:

(1) Licensing of fumnigators 2575
Sale of motor vehicles 291 765
Sale of publications 2032
Sundry revenue 16184

312 557
(2) Sale of publications 232000

Sale of motor vehicles 464 000
Noise calibrations 170000
Sundry revenue 6AV

872000
STATE FINANCE - ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE

Fisheries - "Other", Income Increase
886. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Fisheries:

Would the Minister detail for me the reason for the increase in Fisheries
income detailed under the heading "Other" on page 17 of the Estimates for the
year ending 30 June 1990 that show an increase in income from $331 804
received in 1988-89 to an estimated $1 279 000 to be received in 1989-90?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:

Costs of research were previously recouped to expenditure but are now taken
to revenue. This accounts for $782 000 of the increase. There is an expected
increase from the sale of motor vehicles of $120 000. There are other minor
variations to several revenue items which account for the remainder of the
increase of $45 000.

STATE FINANCE - ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE
Computing and Information Technology - Income Increase

889. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

Why is the revenue fronm Computing and Information Technology listed on
page t5 of the Consolidated Revenue Fund Estimates for the year ending
30 June 1990 expected to increase from $8 418 868 in 1988-89 to an expected
revenue of $13 660 000 in 1989-90?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

Because of an expected increase in usage of the Department of Computing and
Information Technology's bureau facilities.

STATE FINANCE - ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE
Petroleum Royalties - Increase

891. Mr MacKINNON to the Treasurer:
Would the Treasurer indicate to me why petroleum royalties are expected to
increase from $20 579 607 received in 1988-89 to an expected $45 million in
1989-90?
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Mr PARKER replied:

Three factors are mainly responsible for this estimated increase -

(i) An expected substantial increase in petroleum output as a result of the
commencement of LNG exports from the North West Shelf gas project
and the commencement of production from the Saladin and Chervil
oilfields off the north west coast;

(ii) an estimated modest increase in oil prices in United States dollar terms
in 1989-90; and

(iii)
an expected small average depreciation of the Australian dollar relative
to the United States dollar in 1989-90 compared with 1988-89. As
crude oil prices are specified in United States dollars, this has the
effect of increasing petroleum royalties.

STATE FINANCE - ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE
Iron Ore Royalties - Increase

892. Mr MacKINNON to the Treasurer:

Would the Treasurer explain why iron ore royalties have increased from 1988-
89 of $92 722 783 to an expected $119 500 000 in 1989-90?

Mr PARKER replied:

Three factors are mainly responsible for this estimated increase -

(i) An average increase of 15 per cent in iron ore prices for 1989-90. This
was negotiated by the iron ore companies to apply from April 1989;

(ii) an expected increase of around two per cent in overall iron ore export
tonnages for 1989-90, as advised by the iron ore companies; and

(iii)
an expected small average decline in the value of the Australian dollar
relative to the United States dollar in 1989-90 compared with 1988-89.
As iron ore prices are specified in United States dollars, this has the
effect of increasing iron ore royalties.

LAND - MOSMAN PARK
Chidley Education Centre Attachment - Future

894. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Education:

(1) What proposals are being considered for the land in Mosman Park attached to
the Chidley Education Centre?

(2) Has the land been surveyed recently for any reason?

(3) Is the Minister proposing to sell the land?

(4) Will the Minister guarantee that this land will be used for recreational
purposes and not rezoned for residential development?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(1) It is proposed to develop the land for recreation purposes. To this end, there
has been considerable community involvement including the Chidley
Education Centre, the Town of Mosman Park, Rocky Bay Village, Buckland
Hill School and senior citizens' organisations.

(2) No surveys have been conducted on behalf of the Ministry of Education.

(3) No.
(4) The issue of possible rezoning is not one that would be under the jurisdiction

of the Ministry of Education.
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MOSMAN BAY TEAROOMS - FUTURE
895. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Have the Mosman Bay Tearooms been sold, released or sublet recently?

(2) Are the tearooms to become a seafood restaurant in October?

(3) Have the terms of the tearooms' licence been changed recently?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Yes. The tearooms are to become a restaurant provided that there is no music
provided by bands or DJs and that all normal statutory obligations for
operating such a business are adhered to, including any local government and
Swan River Trust requirement.

(3) In order for the tearooms to change their status to a restaurant, deed of consent
documents pertaining to the jetty and mooring area licences will be required.
These are presently being prepared.

THEATRE - EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE COMPANY
"Safe Sex" on AIDS Play - Health Department Funding

896. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Health:

(1) Did the Health Department agree in May 1989 to provide funds through the
Western Australian Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome Council to assist
the Experimental Theatre Company to stage a play called "Safe Sex on
AIDS"?

(2) Was the promise of funding withdrawn in July?

(3) Was the reason stated that -

(a) the play was too American;

(b) it failed to meet stated objectives; and

(c) there was a lack of resources?

(4) If not, what were the reasons for the change of mind?

(5) Who assessed the play?

(6) What were considered to be its failings?

(7) Why did the department fail to meet the people concerned, and why does it
now refuse to communicate with them?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) The Health Department of WA did not agree in May 1989 to provide funding
through the WA AIDS Council. A member of the Experimental Theatre
Company spoke, by telephone, with Dr Charles Watson. Director of Disease
Control, who indicated that it was very unlikely that the Health Department
would support the Experimental Theatre Company play. He suggested
contacting the WA AIDS Council for possible funding.

(2) No promise of funding was given to the Experimental Theatre Company.

(3) Dr Charles Watson indicated that the Experimental Theatre Company play
was not applicable to current Health Department AIDS education priorities.
Current priorities are educational program which target high risk behaviour
groups, and training programs for health care workers.

(4) There was no change of mind.

(5)-(6)
Not applicable.

('7) The Health Department spoke with representatives of the Experimental
Theatre Company by telephone and has not refused to communicate with die
Experimental Theatre Company.
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HEALTH -NURSES BOARD
Restructuring -Legislation Amendments

897. Mr HASSELL to the Mfinister for Health:

When are the amendments to the legislation relating to the restructuring of the
Nurses Board to be presented?

Mr WILSON replied:
It is intended that the legislation will be introduced in the current session of
Parliament.

CRIME - SEMPLE, ROBERT K.
Sentence - Crown Appeal

898. Mr HASSELL to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) Has the Crown yet completed its appeal against the sentence of Robert K.

Semple?

(2) If so, what was the outcome?

(3) If not, when is it expected that the appeal will be heard?

Mr D.L. SNM replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) 6 October 1989.
CRIME - NUGENT, PILuP

Stokes, Jeffrey - murder Acquittal Representations
901. Mr HASSELL to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Has the Attorney General received any representations in relation to the
acquittal of Philip Nugent. who was charged with the murder of Jeffrey
Stokes?

(2) Has die Attorney General received a report on the case?
(3) Is the Attorney General satisfied with the conduct of the case in all respects?
(4) Has the Attorney General been advised, and if so what is the advice, as to the

view of the Crown Law Department on the report of the case which appeared
on page 3 of The West Australian of Thursday, 31 August 1989?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

(1)-(2)
No.

(3) 1 have not had any reason to examine the case or to call for a report.

(4) I have not been advised.

PRISONS - BAIL HOSTEL, STIRLING HOUSE
Remand Statistics

903. Mr HASSELL to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) How many people on remand are currently housed at the Hail Hostel, Stirling

House?

(2) How many people on remand are currently held in prison?

(3) What does it cost a day to hold a person in prison?

(4) What does it cost a day to hold a person at Stirling House?

(5) What is being done to alert the legal profession to the existence of Stirling
House?
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Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

(1) Four, as at 15 September 1989.

(2) 206, as at 13 September 1989.

(3) Approximately $132 a day, 1988-89 cost.

(4) Approximately $33 a day. 1988-89 cost.

(5) Various methods are used to disseminate information on departmental services
such as the Bail Hostel. For example -

Periodic meetings are held between senior departmental officers and
members of the judiciary.
Community based corrections officers are available to assist the courts,
the legal profession and the community with information concerning
the various options relating to persons -before the court.

A brochure has been published and is freely available and other.written
material has recently been provided to the Criminal Lawyers
Association.

A meeting has been scheduled between senior departmental officers
and the Executive of die Law Society.

PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD - BOND CORPORATION
Government Dispute - Document Tabling

904. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:

(1) Did die Premier table all documents relating to the Government's dispute with
Bond interests over Petrochemical Industries Ltd?

(2) In particular, did the Premnier table copies of all affidavits from all panties
lodged in all current court proceedings?

(3) If not, which documents were omnitted?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1)-(3)
As we undertook some months ago, the documents relevant to the
Government's arrangements for the petrochemical project were tabled. In
addition, many other documents were tabled. If the member has a particular
request for a document, it will be considered -in die context of the legal
constraints. However, the Government is not going to be party to providing
the member with information or statements that might be used in legal actions
against the State.

TRADE UNIONS - TEACHERS' STRIKE
Payments - Pay Deductions.

905. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Education:

(1) During the course of the teachers' dispute currently ongoing, has any teacher
been paid for -

(a) rime spent on strike;

(b) time spent at meetings in relation to strikes where those meetings have
been held during normal school hious; and

(c) any time in which a teacher was legally obliged under that teacher's
working conditions to be engaged in professional teaching duties but in
connection with die industrial dispuite was not so engaged?

(2) If so, what are the details?

(3) Have any deductions of pay been made for industrial action in the current
dispute?

(4) If so, what are the details?
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Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) (a) A salary deduction has been made for all teachers who participate in

strike action; and
(b)-(c)

as information comes to hand action is being taken to deduct salary for
teachers takcing part.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) Yes.
(4) Deductions have been made and will continue to be made as information is

received.
GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING - ADVERTISING AGENT

Work Distribution - Government Arrangement
906. Mr HASSELL to the Premier

(1) Is it correct that all Government advertising is channelled through one agency
which distributes the work among other advertising agencies?

(2) If not, what is the overall contractual position and administrative arrangement
in relation to Government advertising?

(3) On what date was the present arrangement put in place?
(4) If there is an overall advertising agency for the Government, does that agency

receive a commission or payment in addition to any commission or payment
made to an advertiser who actually completes the creative work and places the
advertisement?

(5) If there is an overall arrangement or contract, how long has it been in place
and when does it expire?

(6) How was it awarded and were tenders called?
(7) Is there one central agency which maintains overall review and records of

advertising for all Government departments, ministries and instrumentalities?
Mr PETER DOWD[NG replied:
(1) No.
(2) Each Government department or insrumnentality appoints its own advertising

agency, as required. Bulk purchasing has achieved savings equivalent to over
$1 million annually.

(3) Government departments and instrumentalities have appointed advertising
agencies at various times and for varying periods of time.

(4) No.
(5) See (3) above. A bulk buying system has been in operation since July 1987.
(6) See (3) above. Submissions were called from all advertising agencies in

Western Australia for the bulk buying system. Appointment was made on
evaluation of efficiencies.

(7) No. No one agency maintains overall review and records for all departments,
ministries and instrumentalities.

PRISONERS - EHLERS, ROSS ALLAN
"Jail Term Angers Victim's Parents" Report - Imprisonment Term

907. Mr HASSELL to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) Does the Attorney General recall an article which appeared in The West

Australian on Saturday, 20 May 1989 under the heading "Jail term angers
victim's parents"?

(2) What actual term of imprisonment without any form of release will Ross Allan
Ehlers serve?
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(3) When will Ehlers commence any form of release, by way of work or other
release, under the Prisons Act or parole?

(4) Did the Attorney General consider an appeal against the sentence?

(5) If so, what was the outcome of that consideration?

(6) If an appeal was taken, what was the result?

(7) If an appeal was not taken, why not?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

(1) No.

(2) Approximately seven and a bait' months if he is granted parole.

(3) Earliest eligibility date for release on parole is 14 December 1989.

(4) No.

(5)-(6)
Not applicable.

(7) Because it was not considered that the sentence imposed was so inadequate as
to make an appeal appropriate.

TRADE UNIONS - HOSPITAL STRIKE
Employee Strikers - Payments

909. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Health:

(1) Was any employee engaged in the hospital strike in April paid during the time
that employee was on strike or failing to carry out his or her duties for reasons
associated with industrial action?

(2) If so, to what extent were these payments made?

(3) To what extent were payments withheld from those involved in industrial
action?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) No employee was paid for any time during which he/she was on strike. The
"no work as directed, no pay" principle was invoked against employees
observing bans on certain work. This action resulted in these workers also
striking.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) Payments withheld from strikers were to the extent of full pay during the
stoppage inclusive of any allowances. Anniversary dates for leave were
ex tended by the length of' the stoppage.

HOUSING - KEYSTART HOME LOANS SCHEME
Funds Allocation - Government Guarantee

910. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Housing:

(1) What allocation of funds has been made in this financial year or was made in
the last financial year for the Keystart home loan scheme?

(2) What Government guarantee or liability has been assumed for same?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

(1) No budgetary allocation of funds has been made in this or in the past financial
year. However, Homeswest invested $30 million into the scheme during
1988-89, the full amount of which will be retired during this financial year.

(2) As stated in my reply to question 496. there is presently a Horrieswest
indemnity which will be retired when the Keystart Support Trust is established
in early October. Homeswest's traditional mortgages will be placed within the
trust and the cash flow from these mortgages will be pledged to support the
scheme.
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HEALTH - HOSPITALS, SUBURBAN
Casualty Departments - Expansion, Budget Allocations

911. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Health:
(1) What Budget allocations are included to expand the capacity of casualty

departments at suburban hospitals?

(2) What is the total sum involved?

(3) What amount has been allocated to each hospital and for what purposes?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Special funds have been provided to various suburban public hospitals to
expand casualty departments. Thkese expansions are in addition to the major
upgrade occurring to the casualty department at Royal Perth Hospital.

(2) 51400000.

(3) Suburban hospitals and purpose of allocation -

Equipment Facilities Salaries Total

Hospital $000 $000 $000 $000

Wanneroo 48.5 - 88.7 137.2
Rockingham 15.0 60.0 234.5 309.5
Armadale 16.0 100.0 303.1 419.1
Swan District 20.5 100.0 373.7 494.2
Kalamunda 20.0 - - 20.0
Architectural Planning - 20.0 - 20.0

Total 120.0 280.0 1 000.0 1 400.0
EDUCATION - UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Staff Members - Aboriginal Sites and Culture Consultants
912. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Education:

(1) Is it correct that members of the staff of the University of Western Australia,
perhaps in the Centre for Pre-history, are engaged as consultants or advisers in
relation to Aboriginal sites and Aboriginal cultural matters?

(2) Do some of the staff members receive payments of $600 a day for this work?
(3) Do any staff members receive such payments in addition to their university

salaries?

(4) Do any such staff members sit on the museum cultural materials commidttee
and do so in judgment on their own reports as consultants and advisers
separately paid?

(5) What codes of conduct, rules of practice or supervised procedures apply in
relation to these matters?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) Yes. Members of the Department of Archaeology do so with respect to

archaeological manoers, and members of the Department of Anthropology do
so with respect to anthropological matters.

(2) No. The maximum amount of payment for an individual is $350 a day. A
higher overall fee is charged to pay for university overheads, etc. These fee
scales are in accord with those recommended by the Australian Association of
Consulting Archaeologists Inc, a national association.

(3) Yes. Such payments as are made to individuals are in addition to their
university salaries, in accordance with university policy.
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(4) No. Professors Bowdier and Tonkinson are members of the Aboriginal
Cultural Materials Committee but do not, and never have, sat in judgment of
their own reports or those which they have supervised.

(5) Reports are assessed within the Department of Aboriginal Sites of the WA
Museuim, or sent to independent outside assessors. Any members of the
Aboriginal Cultural Materials Committee with a persontal professional interest
declare that interest and absent themselves from discussions relating to that
interest.

AIDS - CARRIERS
New Legislation

913. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for HeIalth:
When does the Minister propose to introduce the Minister's foreshadowed
legislation in relation to Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome and those
who spread AIDS knowing that they are infecting others?

Mr WILSON replied:
It is intended that the legislation be introduced in the current session of
Parliament.

MAGISTRATES - WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Last Four Appointments - Areas of Responsibility

914. Mir HASSELL to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) What are the names of each of the last four magistrates appointed in Western

Australia, and what were the dates of their appointments?
(2) To what areas of responsibility has each been appointed?
(3) What was tbe background of experience and qualifications of each such

appointee?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) (a) Colin Douglas Roberts 13.2.89.

(b) Robert Keith Black 1.3.89.
(c) Barbara Ann Lake 3.7.89.
(d) Phillip Gregory Cockram 3.7.89.

(2) The present location of each is -
(a) Kalgoorlie.
(b) Rockingham/Kimberley.
(c) Perth/Kalgoorlie.
(d) Perth.

(3) Each appointee is a legal practitioner entitled to practise in a State of the
Commonwealth and with a background of experience sufficient to warrant
appointment.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION - LANDCORP
EventsCorp - Operations Maintenance

915. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:
(1) Is it correct that Government policy is to maintain the Western Australian

Development Corporation in respect of its LandCorp and EventsCorp
operations?

(2) If not, what is the position?
(3) If so, does the Premier acknowledge that the WADC legislation as presently in

place contains many provisions which go far beyond the requirements for the
operations of LandCorp and EventsCorp?
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(4) Does the Premier acknowledge that the WADC legislation does not comply
with the requirements of the Bunt commission's recommendations which the
Premier has pledged to uphold to the fulfl?

(5) What action does the Premier propose to take, and when, to -
(a) amend the WADC Statute to restrict its operations to those aspects

which the Premier has announced will be maintained; and
(b) apply the requirements of the Bunt commnission to the WADC?

(6) In view of the diminished role of the WADC, has the size of its board been
reduced, the fees paid to its directors been reduced, the size of its executive
and administrative staff been reduced, and duplication and over-qualification
been eliminated?

(7) 11 not, when will these steps be taken?
Mr PETER DOWD[NG replied:
(1) Yes. I have repeatedly stated that the LandCorp and EventsCorp functions of

the Western Australian Development Corporation will be maintained.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Yes. On the completion of the wind-up of the bulk of WADC's functions the

position will be examined.
(4) The Acts Amendment (Accountability) Act 1989 contains provisions which,

in concert with the other actions taken by the Government such as the issuing
of further Treasurer's Instructions under the Financial Administration and
Audit Act 1985, will fully implement the recommendations of the Bun
commission.

(5) See (3).
(6) As a consequence of the WADC withdrawing from its equity investment

activities, the size of its board has already been reduced from 10 to seven and
further reduction is planned. The executive and administrative staff numbers
have also been steadily reduced and will be approximately hailf of the former
complement when this process is completed in the near future. The
corporation is consolidating its administrative functions to a form consistent
with its revised role.

(7) These steps have been in train since I announced the revised functions of the
corporation. They will be mostly completed by 30 September 1989.

COURTS - JURY TRIALS
Acquittals - Supreme and District Courts Statistics

916. Mr HASSELL to the Minister representing the Attorney General-
(1) How many acquittals have there been in jury trials in bath the Supreme and

District Courts in the last two years to 30 June 1989?
(2) How many acquittals were legal aid funded?
(3) What was the average time in days jury trials lasted?
(4) In how many of them would an order for costs have been justified?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

This information is not readily available and would take about two weeks to
compile. I am not prepared to divert scarc resources for that purpose.

CHIROPRACTORS REGISTRATION ACT - AMENDMENTS
New Legislation

917. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for Health:
(1) When does the Minister propose to introduce legislation to amend the

Chiropractors Registration Act?
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(2) What are the principal issues that will be dealt with by the amending
legislation?

(3) Is it Government policy to allow chiropractors to have a statutory right of
primary diagnosis?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) The 1990 autumn parliamentary session.
(2) The principal issues including updating the Act and amending the Act in line

with policies from the review of all Health Registration Acts. T'his includes -

composition of the board;
disciplinary procedures;
penalties;
registration criteria; and
types of registration.

(3) There is no current Government policy to allow chiropractors to have a
statutory right of primary diagnosis.

TOBACCO -SMOKING

Public Transport Areas -Government Prohibition

918. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Transport:
On which areas of Government owned public transport is smoking prohibited?

Mr PEARCE replied:
Smoking is prohibited on -

Transperth buses.
Westrail buses and suburban trains; and the Australind.

TOBACCO - SMOKING
Work Place Prohibition - Legislation

919. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Labour:
(1) Is there any legislation which requires employers to prevent their employees

from smoking while at work?
(2) Which Government deparments prohibit smoking in work places?
(3) Is there any planned extension of these prohibitions?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) Yes, the food hygiene amendment regulations 1985, as required under the

Health Act 1911, prescribe that the proprietor of, or person employed or
undertaking duties in any food handling premises shall not smoke -

in a kitchen or servexy where food is being handled;
while engaged in the handling of food; or
in that part of a vehicle used for the handling of food intended for sale.

(2) A Cabinet decision of 21 November 1988 required all Public Service Act
agencies to introduce a smoke-free working environment - with designated
smoking areas if appropriate - by 30 June 1989 - see administrative instruction
709. All 64 agencies complied.

(3) It was also recommended by Cabinet that non-Public Service Act agencies
adopt similar workplace smoking policies. The Office of Industrial Relations
is currently encouraging these agencies to comply, although no deadline for
compliance has been determined.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT - RATING SYSTEM
Urban Areas - Equitable Rate Distribution

920. Mr HASSELL to the Minister representing the Minister for Local Government:
Further to my question 557 of 1989 and referring the Minister to the article in
The West Australian of 12 September 1989 headed "Raring benefit will hit
others" -

(a) is it the view of the Minister that the gross rental value system does not
provide an equitable rate distribution in urban areas; and

(b) if so, will the Minister propose a re-examination of the present rating
system with the view to producing a system which is -

(i) equitable; and
(ii) consistent with the Government's housing density desire to

achieve increased housing density for a more effective
utilisation of essential services like gas, water, electricity and
telephone supplies?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(a) Historically, two systems have been used in WA to value property for rating

purposes. One has been based on the annual rental value of property and the
other on the unimproved value of property. Experience has shown that the
former system, the gross rental value system, is generally a fairer system for
rating properties in urban areas. Nevertheless, as with any raring system.
anomalies will and do occur. The GovernmeInt has long recognised this and
since 1984 has introduced several rating initiatives to increase the ability of
councils to address these anomalies. These include the option of differential
rates based on land zoning. Under the present review of the Local
Government Act, consideration will be given to other ways of increasing the
ability of councils to address raring problems; and

(b) not applicable.
HEALTH - HOSPITALS, PRIVATE

Rockingham and Whitfords - Bed Licence Numbers Proposal
922. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Health:

(1) In connection with the Government's proposals that private hospitals be
established at Rockingham and Whitfords, what specific bed licence numbers
are proposed for each place, and what category of hospital does the
Government want provided?

(2) In relation to each proposal -

(a) when were expressions of interest called for;
(b) in what way were those calls made;
(c) what was the extent of. advertising of the calls for expressions of

interest or proposals;
(d) how many responses were received;
(e) did all responses conforn;
(f) if not, what number did conform:;
(g) was a short list created and did it comprise all conforaning applicants

or were some eliminated;
(h) how many applicants are there now on each short list;
(i who or what organisations. are advising the Minister in relation to the

applications;
(Q) what is the structure and personnel of each body or group advising the

Minister on the applications;
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(k) when will a determination be made by the Minister on each
application;

(I) when will each be announced; and

(in) will the Minister announce whether he has accepted the
recommendation of the advisory group or organisation?

(3) What are the principle criteria to be applied in assessing competing
applications?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Rockingham - maximumn 50 beds.
Northern suburbs - maximum 120 beds.
Acute private hospital.

(2) (a) 16 October 1988, 19 October 1988 and 22 October 1988;
(b) newspaper advertisement;

(c) advertisements in the Sunday Times on 16 October 1988; The Wesf
Australian on 19 October 1988 and 22 October 1988; The Australian
on 19 October 1988; and the Weekend Australian on 22 - 23 October
1988;

(d) Rockingham - two responses
Northern suburbs - seven responses;

(e)-(f)
the advertisements stipulated no prerequisites for lodging expressions
of interest;

(g) a short list was created for each project. None was eliminated for
Rockingham; four were eliminated for northern suburbs;

(h) Rockinghami - two; northern suburbs - three;

(0)-0)
the short listing was carried out by a Health Department committee,
headed by the Commissioner of Health, and included the Assistant
Commissioner, Policy, Planning and Program Development and the
Director of Health Services Planning;

(k) applications for projects are still under consideration and a
determination will be made shortly;

(1) when the selection process has been completed; and

(in) Yes.

(3) Selection was based on the following criteria -

Merit of the initial proposal in terms of the stared objectives.
Expertise and experience of applicant.

AMMONIA, UIQUID -COCKBURN SOUND
Bulk Cargo Facility -Unloading Details

924. Mr WATT to the Minister for Transport:

(1) (a) Will a vessel be unloading a quantity of liquid ammonia at the bulk
cargo facility in Cockburn Sound on or about 21 September 1989; and

(b) if so, would the Minister please advise details?

(2) Is the Environmental Protection Authority aware of the unloading and, if so.
what perm-issions or restrictions has the EPA imposed?

(3) What licences are required to be held by the company or companies
responsible for the cargo and its unloading?

(4) Have all such licences and/or permits been granted?
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(5) If not, will the Minister ensure that unloading of the cargo does not take place
until such licences or permaits are granted?

(6) Is the Minister aware of a report entitled 'Health Act Breach?" on page 1 of
The Sound Telegraph of 13 September 1989 which suggests that CSBP and
Farmers Ltd does not yet have appropriate licences and will be in breach of
the law if it unloads the ammonia?

(7) Is the Minister aware of the grave concerns of the Rockingham City Council
in relation to the proposed unloading, demonstrated in the above editorial and
in that council's meeting of 12 September 1989?

(8) Is the Minister aware that the Rockingham City Council has called for a public
meeting to be held on Wells Park, Kwinana Beach, at 6.00 pm on 20
September 1989?

(9) Is the Minister aware that the EPA has called for a closure of this park and
adjacent beach for such time as the vessel may be unloading its cargo?

(10) (a) Is it true that 50 tonnes, or a considerable other amount of ammonia
will be deliberately vented to the atmosphere from the unloading pipe,
after pressure testing of the pipeline, prior to unloading the remainder
of the cargo; and

(b) if so, why is it to be released and does it have the approval of the EPA?
Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) (a) Yes, a vessel will be unloading about 5 500 tonnes of liquid ammonia
at the Kwinana bulk handling jetty on Wednesday/Thursday 20/21
September 1989; and

(b) the details are that the vessel is the Gas Gloria, and the ammonia is for
CSBP so that it can continue the other aspects of its operations while
its ammonia manufacturing plant is out of service for maintenance.

(2) Yes, the Environmental Protection Authority is aware of the unloading.

The importing of ammonia is part of the amimonia-urea project, which has
been assessed under the Environmental Protection Act. The Minister for
Environment issued a statement that a proposal may be implemented on 2
August 1988. Condition 7 of the statement requires a plan to exclude the
public from the vicinity of the unloading area, to the satisfaction of the EPA.
The Department of Resources Development has produced a plan which
satisfies the EPA requirements for condition 7. The company is also required
to obtain a works approval from the EPA for the unloading pipeline and
associated facilities. This has been done.

As Minister for Transport and Minister for Environment, only some of the
approvals and licences for the operation are uinder my jurisdiction. All
licences and approvals under my jurisdiction have been obtained, or will be,
prior to the vessel being allowed to discharge.

(6) The licence referred to is a "Noxious Industries Licence' under the Local
Government Act. It is the company's responsibility to obtain any such licence
from the local authority.

(7) Yes, I have been kept aware of all issues and concerns relating to this matter.

(8) 1 understand that, at the request of the police to Rockingham City Council, the
meeting in question has been relocated to Rockingham Park.

(9) The Environmental Protection Authority in studying the risks and hazards
reports provided as part of the ERMvP concluded that it would be unsafe for an
ammonia ship to discharge ammonia while people were in the vicinity.

(10) (a) No, it is not true that a large quantity of ammonia will be released prior
to unloading; and
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(b) a small quantity of ammonia must be vented during cooling down of
the unloading equipment and pipeline. This will be scrubbed in a
water bath to prevent discharge of ammonia to the air.

HOUSING - HOMES WEST
Constructed and Completed Statistics

926. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Housing:
(1) How many homes in the aggregate were constructed to completion by

Homeswest during the financial year 1988-89?
(2) How many homes were constructed and completed by Homeswest for rental

housing during the 1988-89 financial year?
(3) How many new homes were constructed to completion by Homeswest for sale

purposes during the 1988-89 financial year?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) The budget and program in 1988-89 were based ont commencements only.

This method has been changed in 1989-90 to record both commencements and
completions. 1 503 new homes were commenced in 1988-89.

(2) 1 475 homes were commenced for rental purposes in 1988-89.
(3) 28 homes commenced for sale purposes in 198 8-89.

HOUSING - KEYSTART HOME LOANS SCHEME
Formal Applications - Statistics

927. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Housing:
(1) How many formal Keystart loan applications whereby the prescribed

application fee has been paid have been made to 31 August 1989?
(2) How many of these loan applications have been fully processed to approval or

rejection?
(3) How many formal Keystart loan applications have been approved?
(4) How many formal Keystart loan applications have been refused?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) A total of 2 232 Keystart formal applications have been processed by the

retailer as at 31 August 1989, whereby the prescribed application fee has been
charged.

(2) 1 912 have been fully processed.
(3) 1 746 have been approved.
(4) 166 have been rejected.

SWAN BREWERY SITE - CONSTRUCTION
Commencement Proposal

928. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Planning:
When does the Government propose to proceed with construction of the Swan
Brewery development?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
The Government has given an undertaking that no work will commence on the
site until the determination of its application under section 18(2) of the
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.

PETROCH4EMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD - PETROCHEMICAL PLANT
Solid Plastics Production - Premier's Statement

929. Mr LEWIS to the Premier:
(1) Did the Premier formally state that Petrochemical Industries Ltd's

petrochemical plant would produce solid plastics?
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(2) Was this proposal ever conveyed to the Premier's environmental and
community safety task force for the Kwinana petrochemical project?

(3) Had Petrochemical Industries Ltd formally resolved to produce solid plastics?

(4) Has the public been given the opportunity to express their attitudes and
concerns as to the production of solid plastics to the Premier's environmental
and community safety task force established for the project?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(l)-(4)
It is not clear what die term "solid plastics" refers to.

PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT - BUILDING PROPOSAL
Premier's Environmental and Community Safety Task Force - safety

Aspects Conclusion
930. Mr LEWIS to the Premier:

(1) Has the Premier's environmental and community safety task force for the
Kwinana petrochemical project reached any conclusion, interim or final, on
the safety aspects of the proposal to build a petrochemical plant at Kwinana?

(2) If yes to (1), what are the conclusions?

(3) How many public submissions have been received by the Premier's task
force?

(4) Has the task force discussed any of the submissions with any of the
organisations or individuals who made diem?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) The task force was still in a data collecting and assessing phase when the
project was halted. The task force is yet to report on its progress to the
Premier.

(2) See (1).
(3) Thirty-seven, including seven petitions.

(4) The task force had planned to have an additional round of public submissions
and meetings when PIL submitted its detailed proposal to the EPA for
assessment.

PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT - RESTRUCTURE AND CONSTRUCTION
Government Intention - Premier's Environment and Community Safety

Task Force
931. Mrt LEWIS to dhe Premier:

(1) Is it the Government's intention to restructure die petrochemical project and
proceed with its construction at the previously identified site at Kwinana?

(2) If yes to (1). is the Premier's environmental and community safety task force
for the Kwinana petrochemical project still in existence?

(3) If yes to (2), will the public have an opportunity to direct their questions to the
task force at public meetings?

(4) When will die task force make its next interim report?

Mr PETER DOWDINGI replied:

(1) The Government is currently carrying out an overall review of the
development of a petrochemical industry in the State.

(2) Yes.

(3) This will be up to the task force to decide, but clearly it intended to seek more
public input.

(4) This will depend upon the outcome of the interim report currently being
written.
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PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT - PREMIER'S ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITY
SAFETY TASK FORCE

Meetings - Members
932. Mr LEWIS to the Premier:

(1) Has the Premier's environmental and community safety task force for the
Kwinana petrochemical project announced on 9 1January 1989, just prior to the
State election, ever formally met?

(2) If yes to (1i), on what dates were formal meetings held?
(3) If yes to (1), who are the members appointed and what are their relative

credentials to be appointed to such a task force?
(4) If yes to (1), what progress has been made bythe task force and has any report

been made to date?
Mr FEVER DOWDING replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) 20 March 1989;

(b) I1I April 1989;
(c) 9 May 1989; and
(d) 5 July 1989.

(3) Prof John de Laeter - Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Engineering and Science,
Curtin University - Chairman
Prof Andy Cole - former Chairman. School of Chemistry, UJWA
Ms Elaine McDonald - Coordinator, Nursing Management, Royal Perth
Hospital
Mr Frank Konecny - Mayor of Kwinana
Dr David Dale - Conservation Council of WA
Mr Deli Bibby - WA Confederation of Industry
Mr ail Ethell - Trades and Labor Council.

(4) Progress on scoping the key environmental and safety issues has occurred and
data collected. Due to there not being any firm proposal prior to the cessation
of the venture in August, no definite outcome has been possible. The task
force is now sumnmarising its work and submitting an interim report to the
Premier.

HOUSING - LANDCORP
Fully Developed Single Residential Lots - Sale Availability

Statistics
933. MW LEWIS to die Premier:

(1) How many fully developed single residential housing lots wit separate
certificate of tide were available for sale by LandCorp in the metrpolitan
region as at 31 August 1989?

(2) What was the specific number of lots available as above in the classification of
suburbs, estate number and average asking price as at 3 L August 1989?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) 266.
(2) Area ILots Average

Morley 92 $49 786
Arruadale 69 $26 379
Bateman 14 $67062
Mt Claremont 42 $202071
Leda 49 $42755
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PLANNING - METROPOLITAN REGION TOWN PLANNING SCHEME
Review - Government Initiation

934. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Planning:
(1) When did the Government initiate the current review of the metropolitan

region town planning scheme?
(2) Is it intended to formally amend die metropolitan region town planning

scheme to include and implement the recomnmendations emanating from the
review?

(3) If yes to (2), will the amendments be made under the statutory provisions of
section 33 of the Metropolitan Region Town Planning Scheme Act?

(4) If yes to (3). when will the proposed amendments be formally advertised and
the invitation for public participation and submissions be called, in accordance
with the statutory requirements?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) The review was launched by way of an inaugural conference in November

1985.
(2) Once a revised scheme has been adopted the recommendations will be dealt

with via scheme amendment, policy statement and administration procedures
as appropriate.

(3) Amendments to the scheme will be made by way of section 33, section 33A
and, for the lifting of urban deferment, clause 27 of the scheme text, as
appropriate.

(4) In line with long established practice, the metropolitan region scheme will be
progressively amended as structure plans for proposed new urban areas are
prepared and detailed land requirements for reservations are identified.
Proposed amendments will be formally advertised in accordance with
statutory requirements.
PASTORAL INDUSTRY - ROEBUCK PLAINS STATION

Pastoral Lease
935. Mr LEWIS to the Minister representing the Minister for Lands:

(1) Is Roebuck Plains Station located approximately 16 kilometres from the
Broorne towusite held as a pastoral lease?

(2) If yes to (1), who is the registered lessee of that station?
(3) Has the Minister or the Department of Land Administration received any

written or verbal request for all or part of Roebuck Plains Station, for either
the conditions of the existing lease to be changed, or any part of the land
contained within the pastoral lease to be freeholded to the current lessee or
other person or body corporate?

(4) If yes to (3), what is the reason given for such an application?
Mr D.L. SN4iTH replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Roebuck Plains Holdings Pty Ltd.
(3) Yes.
(4) An application has been received for an airport.

STRATA TITLES - SETTLEMENT AGENTS
Strata Titles Act Information - Condition of Sale

936. M~r KIERATH to the Minister representing the Minister for Lands:
(1) Should it be incumbent upon a settlement agent to provide information on the

Strata Tides Act - body corporate conditions - as a condition of sale?
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(2) What penalties are involved if a strata company does not hold an annual
general meeting?

(3) What course of action is open to the Minister in this event?
(4) How long should it take to resolve a dispute before the Strata Referees Office?
(5) How many disputes were referred to the Strata Referee in the years -

(a) 1985;

(b) 1986;
(c) 1987;
(d) 1988; and
(e) 1989?

(6) (a) How many staff were attached to the office in those same years; and
(b) Of these, how many were referees?

(7) What has happened to the proposed amendments to the Strata Tidles Act - in
particular those relating to duplexes?

(8) Is it the intention of the Governiment to introduce amendments and, if so,
when?

(9) How long have these amendments been considered?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) The question raises issues of responsibility of purchasers, vendors, estate

agents, solicitors and settlement agents on sales and settlements of strata title
properties.
Section 68 of the Strata Tidles Act requires die owner of the land, immediately
before it is convented to a strata scheme - "the original proprietor" - when
selling a strata title lot, to provide information to a purchaser. Subsequent
vendors are not required to provide that information. In those cases the
purchaser takes the property as it stands and should make inquiries about the
strata company before signing an offer to buy or mate appropriate conditions
in the offer-
I understand that both the 1985 and 1988 'Joint Forms of General Conditions
for the Sale of Land" contain specific provisions relating to strata lots. In the
absence of legislative and ethical requirements, the duties of estate agents,
solicitors and settlement agents will be governed by their contractual
obligations.
A general review of the Strata Tides Act is proposed and this is one of the
issues to be considered.

(2) The original proprietor is required to convene the first annual general meeting.
The maximum penalty for failure is $2 000, In all other cases there is no
express penalty in the Act for failing to hold an annual general meeting. On
application, the Strata Titles Referee can make orders as to the holding of such
a meeting. The maximum penalty for failing to comply with such an order is
$100 and a daily penalty of $10.

(3) The problems of enforcement in respect of breaches of the Act have been
under consideration. Proposals to deal with this problem are included in a
booklet by die Department of Land Administration to be launched publicly on
16 October 1989.

(4) The time taken to resolve a strata tidles dispute varies according to
circumstances but is rarely less than four weeks and may be some months.
The Strata Tides Act requires that the strata company and all interested parties
each be invited to make a written submission. They are normally given three
to four weeks for this. Depending on the content of each submission, the
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referee may then invite the applicant to make a further submission in reply and
may even seek further submissions from other interested panties. The referee
makes a decision when satisfied that the principles of natural justice have been
abided by in giving all panics sufficient opportunity to put their case and to
respond to other submissions, and when satisfied that all the information that
is required to make a decision has been received.

(5) (a) 1985 (30 June to 31 December) 19
(b) 1986 64
(c) 1987 89
(d) 1988 57
(e) 1989 to date 36

(6) (a)-(b)
One referee, part time. The advisory role is undertaken by officers of
the Ministry of Consumer Affairs with their other duties.

(7) Proposals for amendments to the Strata Titles Act -mostly relating to
duplexes are contained in the abovementioned booklet.

(8) After consideration of public commaents on the proposals in the booklet, it is
proposed that appropriate legislation be introduced in the 1990 spring session.

(9) Cabinet considered proposals for amendments at its meeting on 28 August
1989. Specific amendments will be determined following the process of
public review.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE -PREMIER'S OFFICE
Security Breach -Culprit Details

937. Mr KIERATH to the Premier.
In view of the breach of security of the Premier's parliamentary office
reported by the Speaker on 6 September 1989, will the Premier advise the
following -

(a) was the person involved a member of the Premier's personal staff;
(b) if so, what work does the person perform;
(C) did the person have a key to the Premier's office;
(d) was the office locked prior to, or at the time of the breach of security;
(e) does the computer system have a capability to allow different levels of

access to its data;
(0) did the person concemned have access to any of these levels and, if so,

which ones;
(g) what reasons were given for gaining access to the computer;
(h) would tighter security measures in the House have prevented the

breach of security; and
(i) was the security breach noted by a person, by visual damage, or by

electronic surveillance, or attempted non-authorised access to the
computer?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The incident has been resolved to my satisfaction. I have no further comment
on the matter.
FAMILY - WEST AUSTRALIA.N FAMILY FOUNDATION

Grants

939. Mr& KIERATH to the Minister representing the Minister for the Family:
(1) How many Family Foundation grants have been made up to and including

14 September 1989?
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(2) What total amount of money does this include?
(3) What is the avenage grant approved?
(4) How many grants have been approved in the following categories -

(a) $04500;
(b) $501l-$1 000;
(c) $1001- $1500;
(d) $1501 -$2 000;and
(e) $2 000?

(5) How many cheques have been -

(a) posted to the recipient;
(b) Presented by members of Parliament; and
(c) presented by the Minister?

(6) Of the cheques presented by a member of Parliament, how many have been
presented by -

(a) members of the Government;
(b) members of the Parliamentary Liberal Party; and
(c) members of the Parliamentary National Party?

(7) What are the categories for organisations eligible for the grats, and how
many approvals have been granted in each of those categories?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

The Minister is currently preparing a report to Parliament on the Western
Australian Family Foundation. Questions (5) and (6) will not be documented
in the report as relevant data in this form is unavailable; however. the
following information is provided.

*Following the establishment of the foundation, the Premier invited members
*of Parliament to present Family Foundation grants to groups in their

electorates. This practice continued until the announcement of the election.
During the election period no members presented Family Foundation grants as
this would have contravened the Electoral Act. No records have been kept of
which members presented cheques to individual groups. It is known that
members from both sides of the House were involved in cheque presentations
up to the time of the announcement of the election. Since the election the bulk
of cheques have been posted to community organisations directly from the
foundation.

HEALTH - ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL
Pillows - Shortage

941. Mr COURT to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is there a shortage of pillows at Royal Perth Hospital?
(2) If yes, when will this shortage be resolved?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) No. Adequate supplies of pillows are maintained by periodic ordering to

replace losses and unusables. One hundred were received on 11I September,
another 100 are on order and doe on 27 September.

(2) Not applicable.
* ASSET MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE - MEMBERS

942. Mr COURT to the Treasurer:
(1) Who are the members of the Government's asset management task force?
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(2) When were those members appointed?
(3) To whom are they directly responsible?
Mr PARKER replied:
(1) The State Government's Asset Management Taskforce is a three tiered

structure comprising -

(a) a Ministerial Council, chaired by the Premier and including the Deputy
Premier and Treasurer, the Minister for Budget Management, the
Minister for Lands, and the Minister for Planning;

(b) an officers' committee chaired by David Hatt, now the head of the
Department for Planining and Urban Development, and including
senior public officials and representatives from key ministerial offices;
and

(c) a working team of around 10 officers directly responsible to the
Deputy Premier and Treasurer.

The task force was established by the Government on 1 May 1989.
(3) The AM? working reamn is directly responsible to the Deputy Premier and

Treasurer.
SUPERANNUATION - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES -SUPERANNUATION

BOARD
Anchorage Project -Anniversary Nominees Payment

944. Mr COURT to the Treasurer:
(1) Has the Government Employees' Superannuation Board paid a second $1

million to Anniversary Nominees for its part in the Anchorage development at
Fremantle?

(2) If yes to (1), when was this payment made?
(3) If no to (1), is the matter still under dispute?
Mr PARKER replied:

I am advised as follows -

(I) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Yes.

AEROSPACE - DEFENCE
Western Australian Industry - Work Involvement

946. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:
(1) What major defence procurements are being planned in the aerospace areas

which could involve Western Australian industry?
(2) What initiatives are being taken by the Government to attract this work to

Western Australia?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) There are no new major procurement programs being undertaken by the

Department of Defence in the aerospace areas which have implications for
Western Australian industry.

(2) The Government is pursuing a strategy to increase the State's participation in
existing aerospace opportunities by -

assisting companies to win major maintenance contracts;
assisting local companies to undertake component manufacture under
contract to major aerospace companies;
encouraging the establishment of new companies to undertake
manufacture of highly specialised civilian aircraft components; and
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identifying opportunities for local industry arising from planned
closures of RAAF maintenance establishments.

WATER RESOURCES - BOOTENALL WATER SUPPLY TANK
Tenders - Award

947. Mr COURT to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) How many companies tendered for the Bootenail water supply tank?
(2) Has the tender been awarded for the Bootenail water supply tank?
(3) If yes to (2), who was the successful tenderer?
(4) If no to (2), when will the successfulI renderer be announced?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Twelve.
(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) There were no successful tenders.

EDUCATION -CURTIN UNIVERSIY
Murdoch University -Overseas Full-paying Students

948. Mr COURT to the Minister for Education:
(1) How many kUff-paying students from overseas attend Curtin and Murdoch

Universities?
(2) How many full-paying fee students are there in Australia?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) Curtin - 1 009 full fee paying students in 1989.

Murdoch - 381 full fee paying students in 1989.
(2) Australia - 3 595 full fee paying students in 1988. 1989 figures for Australia

not yet available.
PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT - GUARANTEE

Northern Mining Legislaeion - Solicitor General's Validity
Opinions

949. Mr COURT to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) How many opinions did the Government receive fronm the Solicitor General on

the validity of a guarantee to the petrochemical project under the Northem
Mining legislation?

(2) What was the essence of the opinions?
(3) Wiul the Government table the opinions?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

Legal advice provided by Crown Law officers is considered to be confidential,
TRANSPORT - STATESHfIPS
New Vessels - Completion Dare

950. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economidc Development and Trade:
(1) When will the Stateships' three new vessels be completed?
(2) For what trades will these vessels be used?
(3) Will these trades be profitable or involve subsidies from the State?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) During the period June to October 1990.
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(2) The ships will be deployed to achieve the best outcome in the context ol
economic development and trade objectives. There is a number of options
currently under evaluation in both existing and new trades and a decision
regarding the precise deployment will be made when those evaluations are
completed.

(3) In deploying the new ships, the commission will be required to substantiate a
demonstrable net economic benefit to Western Australia, and if subsidies are
involved they will be separately identified for detrnination.

ENERGY - POWER SUPPLY
Ravensthorpe Area - Continuity Problemts

951. Mr COURT to the Minister for Fuel and Energy:
(1) Is the Minister aware of problems related to the lack of continuity of power

supply in Ravensthorpe and surrounding areas?
(2) If yes to (1), what is the source of this problem and what action is being taken

for it to be rectified?
Mr CARR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The high incidence of power supply failures at Ravensihorpe was mainly due

to problems associated with the commissioning of a new fiuel oil system at
Ravensthorpe Power Station. Two other supply outages were attributed to
lightning. The new fuel system is now fully commissioned and the problems
experienced earlier should now be resolved.

RURAL ADJUSTMENT & FINANCE CORPORATION OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA - FLOOD DAMAGE

Shires - Assistance Applicat'ions
954. Mr COWAN to the Deputy Premier:

(1) On a shire by shire basis, how many people have applied to the Rural
Adjustment and Finance Corporation for assistance with the cost of flood
damage since I January 1989?

(2) What are the eligibility criteria for such assistance through RAFCOR?
Mr PARKER replied:
(1) As at 18 September 1989 no applications have been received by RAFCOR to

provide loans to relieve the cost of flood damage.
(2) Eligibility criteria for assistance are as follows -

Applicants must be in working occupation of their properties and must
derive their main source of income from that activity.
They must be able to show that the carry-on funds required are not
available from normal sources of finance or from within their own
resources. "Normal' sources are trading banks and traditional stock
firms.
With the assistance provided, applicants must have reasonable
prospects of continuing in farming and of being able to repay the loan.
Loans must be adequately secured by mortgage over land. Bills of sale
over wool, stock and other chattel may be taken where necessary.
A statutory declaration detailing the effects of the storm on the farm
operation must be included wit each application.

PETROCHEIUCAL PROJECT - DOCUMENTS TABLING
Bond Corporation - Heron. Mr Bill, BeclcwirhlCorrespondence Letter

962. Mr COWAN to the Premier:
With reference to PCH38 of the documents tabled recently in relation to the
petrochemical project -
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(a) is the Premier aware that in a letter dated 4 July 1989 to Bond
Corporation Holdings, Mr Heron of Western Australian Govenrment
Holdings states -

I am advised by the Premier that, in discussions and
correspondence between the Premier and Mr Beckwith over the
last few days. .

(a) why was the correspondence referred to in that letter not tabled along
with other documents relating to the petrochemical project; and

(h) in what capacity was the Premier corresponding with Mr Beckwith?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(a) Yes;
(b) the correspondence does not make up the arrangements for the petrochemical

project; and
(c) as Premier.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

PETROCHEIGCAL PROJECT - GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES
JOC Engineers Australia Pty Ltd and Clough - Work Operations

137. Mr COURT to the Premier
(1) Has the Government provided guarantees directly to JOC and Clough in

relation to work carried out on the petrochemical project?
(2) If Yes, were those guarantees provided through WA Government Holdings or

direct from the Treasurer?
(3) When were those guarantees given?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(I0)-3)

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition is really raking over old ground. The
position of JGC, Clough and the contractor was referred to on other occasions
in an article from that well known Western Australian journalist, Stephen
Loxicy, of 30 August 1989 and was referred to in papers tabled here when I
made my statement a week ago last Tuesday. The Leader of the Opposition
has had a team of people, including. I understand, people not unrelated to him,
going over those documents and through them and the position of JOC and
Clough is amply demonstrated in the documents. My advice from WA
Government Holdings' directors is that rather than hold up the work until the
project financing was in place, and to allow an early start, WA Government
Holdings gave the commitments which are referred to in those documents.
PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT - DOCUMENT~S TABLING

Opposition - ABC Explanation
138. Mr P.J. SM[ITH to the Treasurer:

Is the Treasurer aware of a document tabled by the Opposition in the
Parliament today which purports to explain the ABC of the petrochemical
project?

Mr PARKER replied:
Yes, I am aware of that document. This document is yet another example of
the depths to which the Opposition in this place has fallen. The document is
nothing more than a confused mish mash of half truths, inaccuracies, and
irrelevant and stupid assertions. To the extent it has anything accurate in it at
all that is because it has drawn from some of the information we have
provided to the House in the documents that we have tabled or the statements

A7,301-6
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that we have made. Even there the Opposition could not get the facts right
based on the documents we have tabled. For example, the Opposition,
knowing full well that the Government is locked into a legal battle with Bond
Corporation, is in many of the aspects of this document dishonestly and
deceitfully parroting Bond Corporation's line. The Opposition is being used
by Bond Corporation to further its interests.
The document is contemptible and worthless; it follows the shameful attempt
by the Opposition to beat up the interim finance issue by claiming that the
South Australian Government financed the petrochemical project, something
which they hoped with one shot would be able to take me on and also
embarrass the Premier of South Australia. In fact, they only succeeded in
embarrassing themselves and Mr Olsen. [ do not know whether anyone saw
Mr Olsen's performance in relation to that matter on the television and the
way he was made to look an absolute idiot, but he would not be thanking his
colleagues in Western Australia for what they have done.
We now have the Leader of the Opposition advertising for, "help in finding
the truth about these matters". I am surprised that the Opposition Leader is
not standing in the street with a fistful of money inviting people to come
forward and take money for facts, or alleged facts. The fact is that they do
need help. The Opposition needs information because it cannot get its facts
straight. Even the statements in the advertisement are wrong, so how the
Opposition wil deal with any facts brought forward to it is hard to establish.
For example, they say in the advertisement that the Government's petition to
wind up Petrochemnical Industries Ltd has failed; the fact is, the petition has
not been heard in the courts yet. How can one believe a motley crew which
stoops to these ends?
The other point, of course, is that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
dropped this document in this House at a time when he knew full well. it was
impossible for me to b6 here to respond to it and when the nature of the debate
was such that except -

Mr Court: It was dropped at three o'clock this afternoon.
Mr PARKER: At three o'clock this afternoon I was with all the buyers, investors and

bankers in the North West Shelf project, who are very important.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Court: Why did you not tell us that?
Mr PARKER: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition knew I was to be there and

knew how important to the State that meeting was. I am pleased to say, from
the discussions I had over the past two or three days with the various people
here in relation 10 that project, that everybody who is here has a great deal of
confidence in the future of this State and the way in which this Government is
managing it.

PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT - GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES
JGC Engineers Australia Pry Ltd and Clough - Financial Commitments

139. Mr COURT to the Premier
(1) What financial conmmitmients are currently outstanding in relation to those

direct guarantees given to JGC and Clough?
(2) What will be the additional expense over and above the $62.3 million

provided in this year's Budget to go into WA Government Holdings Ltd?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(l)-(2)

If the Deputy Leader of the Opposition wants information about matters that
are either technical or detailed I do not carry them in my head and he should
put his questions on notice.
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ELECTIONS - TELEPHONE POLLS
Banning - Government Proposal

140. Mr DONOVAN to the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:
Is the Government considering banning telephone polls such as those that have
received some publicity in recent times?

Mr PEARCE replied:
I thank the member for his question and some brief notice of it. The
Government is not, in fact, proposing to ban telephone pails of the kind we
have seen in the papers lately. I must admit that I must express again the
concern I have expressed over a number of years now about the extent to
which some of the telephone polls are used by various media organisations.
As I pointed out when the first telephone poll was conducted in relation to the
brewery, one can see how easily such polls are manipulated. Those people
who might be thinking of gaining their Ph.D on these matters should look at
the embarrassing experience suffered by the Daily News in the course of last
week when it sought to conduct a pa11 as to whether the Premier and the
Deputy Premier should resign.
It really was a prototype of how one can go about manipulating a poll because
the Daily News ran its poll along with a television station over a number of
hours and made the mistake of announcing the result of that poll when it was
only half way through. That is an experience I have had with the Opposition,
which has tended to call election results half way through.

Mr Peter Dowding: A total of 11 000N people rang between midnight arid 6.00 am to
support their position.

Mr PEARCE: As a former Minister for Education who put a lot of emphasis on
people understanding the political processes, I was plead to note that many
of the people who rang in answer to the poll understood so well the way in
which the media operate chat they knew enough to ring before the deadline for
chat day's Daily News and got their phone calls in before the deadline. The
net result was that apparently thousands of people stayed up during the
evening in order to ring in before 6.00 am or 7.00 am to beat the Daily News
deadline. The Daily News was embarrassed because it forecast the result of its
own poll wrongly in its front page story by a factor of something like 60
per cent.
At first I thought it showed that the insomniacs really had it in for the Premier
and the Deputy Premier. Then I thought to myself, "I bet someone is
manipulating this poll. I bet there is a bit of manipulation going on here." I
thought to myself, "I bet there are a whole lot of Liberal Party people getting
up at 3 o'clock or 4 o'clock in the morning." Then I thought, as I have been in
the Liberal Party, that there has not been that level of dedication in the party
membership before. What I do understand is this: First, there were branches
of the Liberal Party which called for volunteers to attend at either Liberal
Party headquarters or offices of specific members, one the leader of the
Opposition party in the Legislative Council, to be on a roster to ring on their
phones.

Mr Peter Dowding: In the early hours of the morning.
Mr PEARCE: Not in the early hours of the morning. The early hours of the morning

were attended to by the Liberal Party's new adherence to technology. I am
reliably informed there is a software program available for personal computers
which will automatically redial any desired number during the day or nigh: for
any desired period. In fact, the chances are that the Daily News poll recorded
a vast number of votes from a single computer. If it had been a proper
election that would have been an offence under the Electoral Act. I hope that
the Daily News, or anybody else who seeks to run these kinds of telephone
polls, institutes the same level of integrity that applies in other polls before
they announce the result. I think the best interests of All the people
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would be sewved by any media outlet wanting to get into polling doing that in a
statistically reliable and valid way so that when they seek to anniounce public
opinion they at least have some basis of integrity for what they seek to say.

TRADE, UNIONS - TEACHERS' STRIKE
Settlement Terms - Boteman, Mr, Teachers Credit Society Failure, Charges

141. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Education:
(1) Has any approach been made to the Minister, or to her knowledge to anyone

on her behalf, or to the Government, concerning the terms of settlement of the
teachers' strike and the charges against Teachers Union president, Bateman, in
connection with the failure of the Teachers Credit Society of which he was a
director?

(2) Is the Minister aware of any objective evidence which suggests that any action
in relation to the teachers' strike is motivated by the position of Mr Batenman
in relation to charges laid against him?

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I am a little worried by that question, and I am not

convinced at this stage that it is parliamentary. I wonder if the member would
hand me a copy.
I am becoming concerned at the way in which questions without notice are
being framed. While I have not taken as much action as perhaps I should,
members might consider more carefully in future the way they frame their
questions. I rule this one out of order. I refer members to page 46 of Standing
Orders, if they want to refresh their memories about how questions should be
framed in this place.

TRADE UNIONS - TEACHERS' STRIKE
Latest Situation

142. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Education:
Can the Minister inform. the House of the latest situation in the teachers'
dispute, and in particular the claim that some teachers would receive an
increase of less than one per cent under the Government's offer?

Dr LAWVRENCE replied:
It gives me no pleasure to stand here tonight and talk about this dispute,
because it is one that we want to see ended. However, it is important to ensure
that members of this House and members of the public generally are kept up
to date.
As members would be aware, stop work meetings were held last week, and in
the course of those meetings it was made clear to union organisers that there
should be no debate on the resolutions. Those resolutions were put without
debate. In addition, they were told that no motions should be put except in
writing. At those meetings members were told - and many of them had no
opportunity to see any information and were therefore not in a position either

to agree or to disagree - that there were no increases, Mr Bateman stood
before them and said, "You are a three year teacher; rise, nil." What Mr
Bate man did not tell teachers was that he was taking away the six per cent
which all other workers will have to justify before the commission, but which
under our packages was being offered to all teachers, as a minimum. In some
cases, in the first 12 months, the increases were between 12 per cent and
15 per cent. In those stop work meetings misinformation was given to the
teachers about what was on offer. An assumption was being made by Mr
Bateman, rightly, wrongly or deliberately, that teachers could expect nothing,
when the Government package clearly provided for a minimum of
six per cent, and over 60 per cent of teachers would obtain more than
six per cent.
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It was quite clear that the first stop work meeting was called quickly after the
union executive decision in order that the Government information could not
be made available to the teachers in order that they could properly and
democratically consider their position. I am very disappointed that the
material sent to the schools was in many cases not delivered to the teachers but
was locked up somewhere in the administration. In some cases we have had
to send three letters to teachers.
Following that we had an Industrial Relations Commission hearing to avert the
strike action agreed to at the stop work meeting, and a formal order was issued
by the commnission to desist ftom industrial action. The union president
walked straight out of the commnission without consulting with his executive -
certainly without consulting with his members - and said that the union would
defy the Industrial Relations Commission's order.
In the meantime bans on marking, on preparation, and on meetings with
parents have been applying in our schools. I have been advised that in some
cases - not the majority, I am pleased to say - schools have cancelled sports
days and concerts, and have locked parents out of P & C meetings. I regard
all that behaviour as reprehensible. No matter how strongly teachers feel, it is
not reasonable for that sort of behaviour to go on. It is having a dramatic
effect on the preparation of TEE students in our schools. None of us wishes to
see that happen. If the union continues to tell its membership that teachers can
expect 15 per cent, it is not likely -

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! When I call for order I expect order to be maintained

immediately, not when members are ready.
Dr LAWRENCE: During this dispute members of the Opposition have held out a

hope to teachers that they could obtain 15 per cent in one year without
restructuring and without regard to other workers in the public and private
sectors, without regard to risks to inflation and without regard to any sense of
wage justice. I regard that as totally irresponsible. I know the more
responsible members of the Opposition have not taken that view.
Unfortunately, during the strike additional threats have been made, apart from
the bans I have spoken of. They really reach the pits! Some members of the
union have indicated that they will withhold TEE marks from students -
clearly a threat designed to make the Government cave in, but one which I am
pleased to say the majority of teachers view with a great deal of criticism.
A proposition for indefinite strikes was put to the conference. The union is
now engaging in rolling strikes, and is clearly intent upon bullying the
Government into a position where it feels it has no choice but to agree to the
15 per cent. I have made it clear to the union executive that that will not
happen; we have offered a fair package which gives rises of up to six per cent
and seven per cent above the six per cent offered to other workers. The union
has continued to mislead its members, often as a result of internal bickering.
Those who have seen the agenda for the union's conference will see one of the
current members of the executive describes her colleagues in these terms:
'"The pompous vacuity: the superficial nature of their deliberations; the
arguably inept, morally bereft and burgeoning union bureaucracy."
I am not suggesting that I endorse those sentiments, but a lot of what is
happening to teachers is being driven by an executive which is not showing an
interest in the long term future of those teachers. The difference between what
the union is offering the two to three or four to five year trained classroom
teachers and what the Government has offered amounts to $3 a week after tax.
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MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - PREMIIER
Bond. Mr Alan - Discussions

143. Mr HASSELL to the Premnier:

(1) Is it correct thar the Premier had discussions last week with Mr Alan Bond on
two occasions?

(2) Where did those discussions take place?
(3) Were the discussions initiated by Mr Bond or by the Premier?
(4) What was the outcome of those discussions?

Mir PETER DOWDING replied:
(l)-(4)

As I said on radio this morning, the answer is yes. I did meet Mr Alan Bond
last week at his request in my office, and I have nothing to report as to the
outcome of those discussions. I should make it clear to the member for
Cottesloc that I do not intend to discuss what transpired.

SUPERANNUATION - SOUTH WEST TIBER WORKERS UNION
* Denmark Sawmill Fund - Discrepancy Concern

144. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Labour:
(1) Is the Minister aware of concerns expressed by the South West Timber

Workers Union about an alleged discrepancy in the superannuation fund of the
Denmark Sawmill, formerly owned by McLeans Consolidated?

(2) I-as the Minister, under his responsibility for the Office of Industrial
Relations, taken steps to establish whether all the funds which ought to have
been paid into the superannuation fund by the employer have indeed been paid
into that fund?

(3) If yes, what steps have been taken?
(4) Is or was the employer behind in its payments to the fund?
(5) If yes. by how much. for how long and is there still a deficiency?
Mr TROY replied:
Ml-05)

I thank the member for Stirling for some notice of this question.
Unfortunately the Office of Industrial Relations has not had time to provide
me with a detailed response. However, I can indicate to the member that
inquiries are under way and I will respond to his question in writing as soon as
the information is available.
HERITAGE LEGISLATION - GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL

Current Status
145. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Could the Minister advise the House of the current status of the Governmentfs
proposed heritage legislation?

(2) Does the Government intend to proceed with its own heritage Bill in view of
the introduction into Parliamnent of the Heritage Enhancement and
Preservation Bill by the Opposition in another place?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

I thank the member for his concern in this matter. It gives me an opportunity
to outline the Government's commitment to heritage legislation. The Heritage
Places (Western Australia) Bill is currently undergoing a few minor
amendments. Some of those amendments are to accommodate things which
were proposed in this Parliament by the Opposition some months ago. That
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Bill will shortly be introduced into Parliament again with sufficient time to
ensure its passage through bath Houses. I am aware that Hon Phillip Pendal
introduced an Opposition heritage Bill in another place, and I am pleased that
the Opposition has recognised finally the importance of preserving our
cultural heritage.

Mr Cowrt: What do you mean - "finally'? What a stupid thing to say.

Mrs BEGGS: For goodness' sake the Liberal Party was in Government for such a
long time, yet it actually set up -

Mr Court: You have been here for seven years.

Mrs BEGGS: This Governent introduced legislation which was absolutely crucified
in the upper House -

Mr Lewis: Because the ex-Minister mucked it up so much it had to be withdrawn.

Mrs BEGGS: That is not true at all. The Government withdrew it because Hon
Phillip Pendal 's legislation, which has now been introduced into the upper
House, is really a true picture of what the Opposition in the upper House tried
to do to the Government's Bill. The legislation introduced by
Hon Phillip Pendal really fails the credibility test. It is really an apathetic Bill
which is designed to do nothing else but grab a little bit of political limelight.
There are many people in the community who have actually dubbed this piece
of legislation the Clayton's heritage Bill. Had that Bill had the substance
needed to protect our heritage I would have been happy to go along with it,
but I am more than ever committed to making sure that the Government's
legislation is introduced to Parliament. The fact that the Opposition's Bill
provides a virtual exemption from heritage listing of non-Government assets -
which means that any building not in the hands of the Government will not be
covered by that heritage legislation - is really quite ridiculous. It also refunes
to recognise that a great number of historical buildings and places in this State
are not in the public domain -

Mr Lewis: Your Bill did not even recognise the Government's buildings.

Mrs B EGGS: What a lot of mubbish. That is not true, and the member knows it. The
Opposition's Bill refuses to recognise that private owners have a community
responsibility to ensure that examples of our cultural past are not destroyed.
Indeed, I think it is a sad reflection that while the Opposition may
acknowledge the importance of our heritage, it certainly fails to support that
with strong legislation. I am sad to say that in many ways Western Australia
is a heritage backwater. I think the Opposition can really take the blame for
that because while it took some time for the Labor Party when first in
Government to introduce the legislation, it was absolutely crucified in the
upper House by the Liberal Opposition. Had the Liberal Opposition not done
that, that legislation would now be in place, and we would have something to
ensure that our heritage is well and truly protected. I look forward to
presenting the Government's legislation in Parliament. It is a truly good piece
of legislation, not a Clayton's piece of legislation.

VIDEOS X XRATED
Sale or Hire Permission -Legislation Amendment

146. Mr BRADSHAW to the Premier.

(1) Does the Premier support the Minister for The Arts' stance on allowing
X-rated videos to be sold or hired in Western Australia?

Mvr Parker: I have not said that at all. I have not said any such thing.

Mr BRADSHAW: That is how it was reported in the media over the weekend.

Mr Parker: It was not.

Mr BRADSHAW: It was. My question continues -

(2) Does the Government intend amending legislation to allow X-rated videos to
be sold or hired in Western Australia?
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Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

1 do not know why the member has asked me the question, but as I understand
it - and I have not had a recent discussion with the Minister for The Arts about
it - there was an indication that he would consider the question of sexually
explicit but nonviolent video material. No doubt he, I and other Ministers, and
probably other members - even members of the Opposition - have been
lobbied very heavily over an extensive period by people who believe we have
outlawed in this State the possession of material which is sexually explicit but
which contains no violence; in other words, just erotica. The Minister for The
Arts -

Mr Thompson: The best thing Brian Burke ever did.
Mr PETER DOWDING: The member for Darling Range raised the issue of a film

and put Cabinet into a complete tizzy about it because it was said to be
absolutely horrible, sexually explicit and not to be seen by anyone who was
not wearing a brown paper bag over their head. Then we found that the film
was actually on display in a drive-in cinema in the member for Darling
Range's electorate. We thought we were going to see something absolutely
terrible and it turned out to be on at the drive-in.

Mr Pearce: He was showing the video in his office night after night.

Several members interjected.
Mr PETER DOWDING: ALl [ can tell the member is that Cabinet watched some of

the stuff over lunch one day and we were prepared to ban the lot of it. The
short answer to the member's question is that as I understand it - I do not
understand why he did not ask the Minister for The Arts - the matter is being
examined and,. given the public interest in the matter. I think that is a
responsible thing to do.

HEPTACHLOR - BODY TESTS
Health Department Survey - Newspaper Article

147. Mrs BUCHANAN to the Minister for Health:

LI) Is the Minister aware of claims made in the leading article of today's The West
Australian entitled, "Body tests trigger heptachlor fears" following the release
of a Department of Health survey which revealed that levels of the pesticide
heptachlor were up to four times higher than in studies overseas, that the
department had failed to reveal some of the implications of the study, and that
Western Australian& have so much heptachlor in their bodies that they would
not meet the standard requ fred for our beef exports?

(2) If yes, how does the Minister respond to these claims?

Mr WILSON replied:

Yes, I am aware of the claims made in the article. The newspaper report was
prompted by a report entitled, "Organochiorine pesticide residues in the
adipose tissue and blood of Western Australians." The report describes a
survey of the residue levels of six organochlorine insecticides in 99 deceased
Western Australians. The study was conducted because of community
concern about the use of organochlorine insecticides, to establish what the
residue levels were in the Westrn Australian population, and to compare the
levels in 1989 with those from studies in 1965-66 and 1969-70. 1 think that
others may readily agree it was disappointing to see the sensationalised
reporting of the study, which is bound only to alarm people unnecessarily.
It was particularly surprising to find heptachilor singled out for special
attention because the levels found in the studies were minimal, and the levels
of other pesticides - particularly HCB and dicidrin - were more surprising
because HCB has been deregistered in Western Australia since 1972. The
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report provided all the analysis results on samples from the 99 people as well
as summary statistics and a very comprehensive literature review and there
was no attempt at all to conceal anything. 'The maximum residue limit in meat
fat for consumption is 0.2 milligrams per kilogram. It is well known that
heptachlor bioaccumulates as it rides up through the food chain, and, therefore
it is expected that some people will have levels in their fat tissue higher than
should be permitted in their food. There is no question that chloride
insecticides are extremely toxic and need to be used with great cure as
recommended. I am glad than the article recognises the efforts by the
Government to tighten controls considerably and. ensure that the safe
application of these toxic chemicals is maintained, particularly in respect of
termite control and dwelling construction. A report which was released for
public comment proposes further controls including the phasing out of
organochlorines for termite control over a five year period, as long as an
effective substance can be developed in that period.
There is a dilemma here. We have climatic conditions that require us to have
strict control of termites, otherwise people's houses will be falling down
around them. While we have to recognise the toxic nature of the substances
currently approved and on which we have great restrictions, we cannot avoid
the need for building construction in this State. We hope that the result of this
current report will give us a guide to effective alternatives in the next five
years, although nobody can guarantee it.
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